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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

Arranged By W. E. B. DU BOIS 

NAZI AND NEGRO 
* Hans Habe, the Hungarian journal- 
ist, writes of the "Nazi Plan for Negroes" 
in the Nation of March 1, 1941. 

The Illustrierte Beobachter, German 
illustrated weekly, has recently pub- 
lished a special issue devoted to the 
question of France's war guilt. This 
journal, known as the I. B., is an of- 
ficial German weekly and an offshoot 
of the Voelkische Beobachter, in which 
Adolf Hitler has the controlling in- 
terest. Published by order of Propa- 
ganda Minister Goebbels, this special 
issue was the opening gun for anti- 
Negro campaign which may surpass 
in violence even the Nazi persecution 
of the Jews. In recent weeks, the 
German press has devoted more and 
more attention to American Negroes; 
the three or four latest issues of the 
Stiirnner, Hitler's anti-Semitic sheet, 
have been directed entirely against 
the Negroes. Julius Streicher, its edi- 
tor, is the Fuehrer's only intimate 
friend, an "old militant," and the 
only party leader who may "thou" 
Hitler. For the last few weeks the 
Stiirmer has maintained that the mis- 
fortunes befalling the Aryan nations 
were not caused by the Jews alone; 
both Jews and Negroes are guilty. In 
a speech delivered by Streicher be- 
fore a gathering of some party friends 
in Nuremberg a few weeks ago, he 
solemnly declared, "The emancipa- 
tion of the Jews and the liberation of 
the black slaves are the two crimes of 
civilization committed by the pluto- 
crats in the last few centuries." 
Mr. Habe gives the following six 

principles which are being taught Ger- 

man soldiers as the basis of German 
action in their colonies 

(1) The colored people are an in- 
ferior race whose place must be fixed 
by the white "master race." 

(2) The free choice of trades and 
professions by the Negroes leads to 
social assimilation, which in turn pro- 
duces racial assimilation. The occu- 
pations of the black colonial peoples 
and their function in the labor process 
of the "new order" will therefore be 
entirely determined by the Germans. 

(3) Intermarriage between whites 
and blacks or halfbreeds and whites 
is forbidden. According to the Nu- 
remberg racial laws, sexual inter- 
course between members of the two 
races is subject to sanctions includ- 
ing the death penalty. 

(4) Persons belonging to a race 
other than the white Aryan race will 
have no active or passive electoral 
rights in the German colonial empire. 

(5) Negroes are forbidden access 
to railways, streetcars, restaurants, 
motion pictures, and all public estab- 
lishments. Special conveyances and 
public establishments will be created 
for them both in Germany and in oc- 
cupied territories. 

(6) Members of inferior races are 
not allowed to join the National So- 
cialist Party or its subsidiary organi- 
zations. Nor can they serve in the 
army. They must, however, serve in 
labor battalions. 

THE WAR 
* President Roosevelt's speech of March 

16, so far as race relations are con- 
cerned, was chiefly notable for its omis- 
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sions. He spoke of China but made no 
mention of India. He said that in the 
United States 

There will be no divisions of party 
or section or race or nationality or 
religion. There is not one among 
us who does not have a stake in the 
outcome of the effort in which we are 
now engaged. 

He could not have forgotten that de- 
spite considerable effort, race discrimi- 
nation in the defense organization is 
rampant. He declared strongly 

We believe that the rallying cry 
of the dictators, their boasting about 
a master-race, will prove to be pure 
stuff and nonsense. There never has 
been, there isn't now, and there never 
will be, any race of people fit to 
serve as masters over their fellow 
men. 

The world has no use for any na- 
tion which, because of size or because 
of military might, asserts the right 
to goosestep to world power over 
other nations or other races. We be- 
lieve that any nationality, no matter 
how small, has the inherent right to 
its own nationhood. 

Is it a counsel of perfection to insist that 
here a word on the Color Line was 
necessary for clear understanding? This 
was indicated also in a former speech 
when the President in enumerating the 
four freedoms spoke of 

freedom from want-which, trans- 
lated into world terms, means eco- 
nomic understandings which will se- 
cure to every nation a healthy peace 
time life for its inhabitants-every- 
where in the world. 
The continuing failure of war philos- 

ophers to mention the race and Color 
Line as a first line of defense continues 
to be a matter of distress to racial 
philosophers. 

* Edward K. Welsh writes from New 
York 

A civil war is now raging in the 
world between the forces of democ- 
racy and freedom-and the forces of 
totalitarianism and slavery. And the 
white defenders of "the democratic 
way of life" could enlist the support 
of the teeming millions of black 
folks, scattered all over the world, 
for the cause of democracy-pro- 
vided these black folks were permitted 
to taste of its fruits. 

This is the best and only guarantee 
that democracy can survive. 
War hysteria is tending to discount 

such real and logical objectives. Even 
the President does not hesitate to call 
those who oppose our entrance into 
this war "selfish," and a disinct perse- 
cution complex is evident in the expres- 
sion of public opinion against Wheeler 
and Lindbergh. Still in the interest of 
the future, certain facts must be faced. 
Norman Thomas insists 

We shall not be forced into war by 
direct attack from abroad. We shall 
run headlong into war by reason of 
our own internal hysteria, mistaken 
idealism, refusal to face realistically 
the costs of war, and above all the 
effort, doomed to bloody failure, of 
a declining private capitalism to get 
the economic expansion it wants and 
cannot get at home, by war and im- 
perialism, probably in alliance with 
the British Empire. 
Joseph P. Kennedy says 

Well, at the end of the war we win 
-so what? What is the status of the 
world? Who is going to reorganize 
Europe? England and the United 
States? But we are then in a bad 
way and we must contemplate great 
internal problems of our own. Our 
taxes will be high; more people will 
be paying them; our national debt 
will be enormous; we will have an 
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Army to demobilize; we will have to 
readjust a whole nation, agricultural 
as well as industrial, in the transition 
from a war basis to a peace basis. 
England will have the same condi- 
tions. 

Yet, to keep defeated Germany and 
the other countries from going com- 
pletely communistic we will have to 
reorganize them as well as ourselves, 
probably standing guard while this 
reorganization is taking place. I 
shudder to contemplate it. Are our 
children's and our grandchildren's 
lives to be spent standing guard in 
Europe while heaven knows what 
happens in America? These are only 
some of the factors to be considered 
when it is suggested that we get in 
the war. 

* Already the cost of war is reaching 
fantastic figures. England is paying 
now forty-two million dollars a day for 
war and "there is no ceiling in sight." 

Lindbergh informed a committee of 

Congress 
I do not believe there is any danger 

of an invasion of this continent, 
either by sea or by air, as long as we 
maintain an army, navy and air force 
of reasonable size and in modern 
condition. 

Mussolini, himself, remarked 
Let me say now that what is oc- 

curring in the United States is one of 
the most colossal mystifications in all 
history. Illusion and lying are the 
basis of American interventionism- 
illusion that the United States is still 
a democracy . . 

In all cases it is more likely that 
the United States, before it is attacked 
by Axis soldiers, will be attacked by 
the not well-known but very warlike 
inhabitants of the planet Mars, who 
will descend from the stratosphere in 
unimaginable flying fortresses. 

* These testimonies may be dismissed 
as the reasoning of prejudiced minds 

but the hard facts back of this logic 
cannot be gainsaid. No one can deny 
Hitler's indictment of England 

During the three hundred years 
England had gradually built up her 
so-called world empire, not by free 
will intentions and ideas or by unified 
manifestations of the persons affec- 
ted, but by force. 

War after war was waged. Peo- 
ples after peoples were robbed of 
their freedom. Nation after nation 
was crushed and the structure was 
created which was called the British 
Empire. Thereby democracy was 
only a mask. Behind it stood exter- 
nally a rule over peoples, but inter- 
nally, enslavement and suppression 
of peoples. 

This State today cannot risk per- 
mitting its members to vote whether 
they are ready after centuries of 
labor to remain members. On the 
contrary, Egyptian and Indian na- 
tionalists wander by thousands in 
chains and prisons. Concentration 
camps were not invented in Germany. 
The English disclosed this ingenious 
idea. They helped by this institution 
to break the backbones of other peo- 
ples. 

* On the other hand, England is not 
the only modern nation at fault. Wil- 
liam Henry Chamberlain writes in Har- 

pers. 
Europe, cradle of so many civili- 

zations, is becoming uninhabitable for 
civilized men. During the last days 
of the French collapse I was lunching 
in one of the incredibly overcrowded 
restaurants of chaotic Bordeaux. My 
neighbor at the same table, with 
whom I got into conversation, proved 
to be a highly cultured official of the 
Belgian Ministry of Colonies. 

For weeks he had been leading the 
wretched existence of a refugee in 
filthy quarters in Bordeaux. Now, 
with France on the eve of surrender, 
he was panic-stricken at the idea that 
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he might fall into the hands of the 
invading Germans. Interlarding his 
conversation with quotations from the 
Greek and Latin classics, from Plato 
and Homer, Cicero and Seneca, he 
ended on a note of deeply symbolic 
tragic irony, all the more striking 
because it was quite unconscious: 

"I must get away from Bor- 
deaux at once, to-day. If I can 
reach a Spanish or Portuguese 
port perhaps I can catch a boat 
for the Belgian Congo. There I 
can lead a civilized life again." 
The Congo, the heart of the Dark 

Continent, the hoped-for refuge of a 
civilized European! 

* What then must we do? How can 
we justify our action and belief? The 
new American Ambassador to the Court 
of St. James says 

To win the war or to build our 
defense, we must, first justify our 
beliefs by strengthening the funda- 
mental economic, social and civil 
rights of all free citizens. Not every 
one can take a stand in the front line 
of battle. But each one can help to 
make democracy succeed. It is the 
duty of every citizen to see to it that 
no opportunity to enlarge the social 
content of democracy is lost. 
Perhaps the finest single word in the 

war controversy has been uttered by 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh in her confes- 
sion of faith The Wave of the Future 

If we do not better our civilization, 
our way of life, and our democracy, 
there will be no use trying to "save" 
them by fighting; they will crumble 
away under the very feet of our ar- 
mies. 

It seems to me that our task, instead 
of crusading against an inevitable 
"revolution", or change, in Europe, 
is to work towards peaceful "revolu- 
tion" here, or, rather, a reformation- 
to reform at home rather than crusade 
abroad. 

? The president of Chicago University 
adds grimly that if we are going to res- 
cue our neighbor's burning house we 
should be certain that there is water in 
our buckets and not oil. 

RACE 

* One of the curious and partly uncon- 
scious prejudices with regard to race 
that pervades our day is shown in the 
preliminary reports of the Census of 
1.940 on population. These reports di- 
vide the population of the United States 
into "whites" and "non-whites" 

According to preliminary figures, 
released by the Bureau of the Census, 
the non-white population in 1940 
totaled 13,455,988. In comparing 
these figures, based on a five per cent 
cross-section of the census returns 
and subject to correction, with those 
based on the 1930 census returns, an 
increase of 967,682 is noted for the 
non-white population. In 1930 and 
1940 the non-white population, com- 
posed of Negroes, Indians, Japanese, 
Chinese and other non-white races, 
constituted 10.2 per cent of the coun- 
try's total population. 

The whites in the last decade have ap- 
parently increased 7.2% and the non- 
whites 7.7 %. 

* The first question that arises is why 
in a study of race should the United 
States Census lump into one class Ne- 
groes, Indians, Japanese, Chinese and 
"other non-white races"? It is, of 
course, because of the conscious or un- 
conscious assumption that skin color in 
itself is an important and definitive cri- 
terion by which to classify human be- 
ings. Outside of skin color this is as 
heterogeneous a group as one could 
imagine. There is no culture unity 
between Negroes and Asiatics; biologi- 
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cally they stand at two extremes with 
the European white man representing 
either an actual biological cross between 
them or an independent middle line of 

development. Any really informing 
study of these groups would keep them 

quite separate and the figures now at 
hand can only be used by remembering 
that this is predominantly a considera- 
tion of Negroes who form 95.2% of the 
total. When a nation enters a world 
war to defend democracy with such 
curious ideas of race as this, there is 
reason for alarm. 
* We have the following additional 
census data 

According to the figures, based on 
a preliminary tabulation of a cross 
section of the 1940 Census returns, 
there were 5,637,047 non-white per- 
sons in the labor force of the United 
States. Of that total 4,699,485 were 
employed at private or public non- 
emergency work; 320,434 on public 
emergency work, and 617,128 were 
seeking work. 

The total labor force of the nation 
during the last week of March, 1940, 
was composed of 47,204,000 white 
and 5,637,047 non-white workers. 
Non-whites in the labor force repre- 
sented 58.4 per cent of the total non- 
whites aged 14 years or more, whereas 
the corresponding figure for whites in 
the labor force was only 51.7 per 
cent. 

The relatively high proportion of 
workers among non-white persons re- 
sults from their entrance into the 
labor force at earlier ages and from 
a tendency for them to continue work- 
ing or seeking work beyond ages at 
which whites usually retire. 

There is a larger predominance of fe- 
males in the non-white group than in 
the white group and this disparity is 
from greater mortality among the males 

and not from a larger number of female 
births. 

+ Remembering that over 95% of this 
group are Negroes 

These facts indicate that the eco- 
nomic status of the Negro population 
is lower than that of the white popu- 
lation. In this connection the data 
presented for the non-white female 
are most revealing. The "traditional 
role of the Negro woman," the large 
proportion of single, widowed and di- 
vorced Negro women employed at 
the 1930 Census and "striving to get 
ahead" are not a complete explana- 
tion for the large proportion of non- 
white women in the labor force. A 
full explanation must make some 
mention of the greater extent of un- 
employment in the Negro male popu- 
lation, the small incomes received by 
Negro males (60 per cent of whom 
were classified as unskilled workers 
in 1930) and the consequent neces- 
sity for Negro women to contribute 
to the support of their families. 

* A leaflet issued by the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews calls at- 
tention to our racial and religious com- 
position in the United States 

We of the United States are: 
One-third of a million, Indian. 
One-third of a million, Orien- 

tal, Filipino, and Mexican. 
60 million, Anglo-Saxon; 10 

million, Irish. 
15 million, Teutonic; 9 mil- 

lion, Slavic. 
5 million, Italian; 4 million, 

Scandinavian. 
2 million, French; 13 million, 

Negro. 
1 million each, Finn, Lithua- 

nian, Greek. 
In addition, we are: 
2 million, Anglican Episcopal- 

ian. 
40 million, Evangelical Pro- 

testant. 
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1 million, Greek Catholic. 
41/2 million, Jew. 
Two-thirds of a million, Mor- 

mon. 
One-tenth of a million, Quaker. 
22 million, Roman Catholic. 
One-half million, Christian 

Scientist. 
What an extraordinary invitation 

to racial and religious intolerance! 
What a magnificent opportunity to 
put racial and religious intolerance 
where it belongs-on the dump heap 
of prejudices destroyed by common 
sense! For no American can read 
this table of statistics without realiz- 
ing that racial and religious intoler- 
ance in the United States is dynamite 
-guaranteed, if it explodes, to blow 
up everyone. If you do not know 
the American history of intolerance, 
read it, and you will learn that, from 
the beginning, this country has always 
had to combat intolerance, and that 
our success in achieving a workable 
unity has been absolutely conditioned 
by victory, again and again and often 
by the narrowest margin, in a strug- 
gle to hold down a tide of prejudice, 
that always rises once more; that has 
been thrown back, and will be thrown 
back once more, because, if it washes 
over us, we can no longer function 
as a nation. It makes little difference 
which intolerance is uppermost, or 
whether the cause is fear or economic 
jealousy or morbid pride or sick self- 
distrust; the result will always be the 
same. Father Coughlin cannot attack 
the Jewish minority without arousing 
anti-Catholicism. Where the Negro is 
most oppressed, other prejudices 
flourish like narcotic weeds. If the 
bell of intolerance tolls for one, it 
tolls for all. 

The record of American writers in 
attacking the rank superstitions prey- 
ing upon American unity is excellent. 
But the time has come for them to 
adopt new tactics. We have heard so 
much of the suffering of the Jew, the 

Negro, the Indian, the Balkan steel 
worker, the poor white, that we grow 
callous-and, what is more danger- 
ous, defeatist. The sufferings, the in- 
justices, are real. But they are al- 
ways depicted as the sufferings of 
minorities. What about the majori- 
ties ? 

Anthropologists, sociologists, psy- 
chologists, with their tools of research, 
are not the first to discover that in- 
tolerance, in the long run, is as de- 
structive for the intolerant as for his 
victim. Anti-Semitism may be an 
injury to the Semite, but it is a disease 
for the anti-Semite. As Erskine Cald- 
well (and many another) has power- 
fully shown, the violent determination 
in certain communities to hold the 
Negro down and back has had ap- 
palling results for the whites, who, 
in the attempt to save white suprem- 
acy, have become decadent and 
slipped far below the level of white 
populations elsewhere. In a country 
made up of such elements as the table 
above describes, it should be clear 
that the Catholic, Jew, Protestant, the 
"old American," Greek, German, 
Serb, or Negro, who lets his religious 
or racial prejudices go uncontrolled, 
is taking slow poison-maybe not so 
slow. But is it clear? 

We doubt it, and urge the creative 
American writer, and his partner, the 
creative American reader, to cultivate 
this field for the imagination in which 
subtler dangers lurk than in Uncle 
Tom's Cabin or the wayside camp of 
the migrant laborer. This great theme 
for America, of what happens to 
minds diseased by prejudice, of what 
happens to a complex country that 
lets fanatics and the too human igno- 
rant slash at leg and arm and liver 
and heart in order to stop a headache, 
this great theme is not one on which 
books can be written to order. If 
written to order they will not be read. 
It is not necessary to order them; 
they will write themselves once the 

177 



PHYLON 

American imagination becomes aware 
of the dramatic danger which threat- 
ens our majorities. In this battle 
against the new Know Nothings, the 
ammunition will come from the social 
scientists, who have plenty in stock; 
but if the country is to realize what 
the Sixth Column in our midst is 
blindly trying to accomplish, it must 
be made to see and feel a crisis- 
and that is a job for literature. 

RACE PREJUDICE 
* The Vice-President of the United 
States is thinking more clearly on the 

subject of race and economic emancipa- 
tion than most members of the present 
administration. Mr. Wallace says in 
his last annual report 

There is no room in the Western 
Hemisphere for any notions about 
racial superiority. It is not on the 
basis of race, but on the basis of up- 
bringing that we prefer American to 
non-American stocks for population 
growths under present conditions. 

Theories of racial superiority and 
racial inferiority have no scientific 
basis. Certain nations may be very 
different by training from other na- 
tions; by inheritance they are proba- 
bly little different. Millions living 
in Germany are different from us 
chiefly because of an indoctrination 
systematically instilled into them 
from early youth. They have had 
more training in hard work, in giving 
their all to the fatherland and in sub- 
mission to economic and military rule. 
Many of them believe war is holy and 
think the achievement of German 
domination justifies any means. 

But if numerous American children 
had been adopted into German fami- 
lies 20 years ago, they would be just 
the same. They would be indistin- 
guishable from native born Germans. 
Probably any favorably located race 
can develop a civilization. The In- 
dians of Latin America did so. Civili- 

zations of long ago in Africa, China, 
Japan and India were not inferior in 
many respects to those of today. In 
this hemisphere, broadly speaking, we 
have democratic types of civilization 
and they rest on a genetic basis. 

ENGLAND AND RACE 
* The Secretary of State for Colonies, 
has recently been urging the Colonial 
Civil Service as a war duty for young 
Englishmen 

You can at the age of twenty-five 
be the father of your people-you can 
drive the road, bridge the river, and 
water the desert; you can be the arm 
of justice and the hand of mercy to 
millions. You can, in fact, serve Eng- 
land. 

This is, of course, nothing but the old 

"philanthropy and five per cent" on an 

imperial scale. Colored subjects of the 
British Empire do not agree with this 

point of view. Recently the "English 
League of Colored Peoples" published 
a manifesto in the London Times which 
was countersigned 

by the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York, the Moderators of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land and the Federal Council of 
Evangelical Free Churches, and the 
President of the National Free Church 
Council of England and Wales, and 
issued with the full support of Cardi- 
nal Hinsley, Archbishop of Westmin- 
ster. 

This manifesto said 
It is not sufficiently understood by 

British people how largely the British 
Empire is a coloured Empire; the 
unity necessary to its survival in the 
long run can be secured only if the 
principle of equality as between peo- 
ple of different race and colour is 
applied in methods of government 
and in human relationships alike in 
Europe and in Asia or Africa. We 
therefore claim the help of all who 
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value the principles on which our 
Empire has been built up: 

1. In a concentrated effort to remove 
the barriers of race and colour which 
exist to-day in British Colonies. To 
this end the greatest care needs to be 
exercised in the selection of those who 
go to the Colonies as our representa- 
tives, either in an administrative or 
commercial capacity, and in their 
preparation for the peculiar prob- 
lems they will encounter. 

2. In creating in this country an 
informed public opinion which will 
no longer tolerate passive acquies- 
cence in the application of the colour 
bar in such practices as the follow- 
ing: 

(a) The practice of many hotel 
managements which still ask decent 
professional men and other col- 
oured visitors to take their meals 
in their bedrooms and not to use 
the public lounges. In doing so, 
the management consider that they 
are interpreting the wishes of their 
English clients. 

(b) The refusal of certain hos- 
pitals to admit girls of distinctive 
colour for training as probationer 
nurses or to give house appoint- 
ments to well qualified coloured 
applicants. 

(c) The reluctance of works 
managers to engage coloured work- 
men and of many British labourers 
to work side by side with them. 
3. In extending the hospitality of 

English homes to coloured people in 
this country, and in furthering by all 
available means the mutual under- 
standing which will produce an edu- 
cational and social programme for 
the colonial peoples, calculated to 
remove the sense of inferiority and of 
unreasonable discrimination. 

In this day of testing, when funda- 
mental issues are made evident, let 
us be wholehearted in loyalty to the 
best elements of our own tradition; 
and as we fight to preserve it and the 

institutions which embody it from 
the destruction which is threatened 
by an enemy pledged to a doctrine 
of race-superiority and race-domina- 
tion, let us rise to the full height of 
our calling as champions of human 
freedom and brotherhood. 

RHODES SCHOLARS 
* A South African suggests revising the 
whole scheme of the Rhodes scholar- 
ships. Recently in the United States 
administrative arrangements have prac- 
tically made it impossible for colored 
men to obtain Rhodes scholarships. Two 
scholarships, however, have recently 
been allotted to India. It is now sug- 

gested that the number of German schol- 
ars be reduced; that other Europeans 
be invited and at least one Jew from 
Palestine. The South and Central 
American republics are noted and fi- 

nally 
With regard to Africans, nothing 

is more certain than that forty years 
ago, when Rhodes made his will, he 
would have excluded Africans, not 
so much because of active "colour" 
prejudice as the fact of never having 
thought about Africans except as 
manual labourers. Had Rhodes seen 
a fine painting or sculpture by an 
African, or known of an African who 
had distinguished himself in engineer- 
ing or accountancy or medical science 
or history, he would almost certainly 
have said, "I will give that man a 
course at so and so, and see if there's 
anything in him." Therefore Afri- 
cans should be brought into the 
scheme, particularly as Rhodes made 
the money in Africa and by the em- 
ployment of African labour. 

Commenting on Vernon Cameron's 
article, another writer in West Africa 
suggests that the list of those who 
should benefit from the Trust should 
be enlarged to include Norwegians, 
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Finns, Malayans, Burmese, Egyptians 
and Turks, all of whom are ranged 
against Hitlerism. 

THE MAORIS 
* A colonial review of London, has an 
article on the Maoris of New Zealand 

For a number of years the Maori 
population was dwindling rapidly 
and it looked as if that fine race were 
doomed to eventual extinction, but 
during the last thirty years the pro- 
cess has been reversed and a popula- 
tion of 50,000 has increased to 90,000. 
The rate of increase has been at a 
much higher percentage than that of 
the white population and has been 
due very largely to the education of 
Maoris in hygiene and sanitation, and 
the provision of Maori nurses trained 
in hospitals in the best methods of 
infant welfare. The Maoris can see 
for themselves a future alongside the 
white man on equal terms and there 
has grown up in them a fresh spirit of 
hope and confidence which has been 
the greatest factor in the progress 
they are making. In districts where 
the Maoris exist in any numbers, dis- 
tinctively Maori schools have been 
established where special syllabuses 
are taught with a distinctly agricul- 
tural bias, but in many other districts, 
where Maoris and whites live side 
by side, the children of both races 
attend the same schools. 

The feeling of the Maori is that 
he is in all respects quite equal to 
the white man, and he has no sense 
of inferiority or cringing. No race 
excels the Maori in courage, and in 
the conduct of their welfare there 
was very often an extraordinary de- 
gree of chivalry and dignity. Before 
their contact with white civilization 
they were an absolutely primitive peo- 
ple, who practised ritual cannibalism, 
but they have a high level of intelli- 
gence. Since 1892 it has been a 
principle to have one Maori in the 

Cabinet, and there are at present, and 
have been for many years past, four 
Maori members in the New Zealand 
Parliament. The first Maori Minis- 
ter, Sir James Carroll, was a Minis- 
ter of the Cabinet from 1892 to 1912, 
and for one short period during the 
Prime Minister's absence from the 
country he was Acting Prime Minister 
of New Zealand. This fact gives some 
idea of the position which the best 
educated and most highly qualified 
Maoris are capable of holding in that 
country. 

Difficulties between Maoris and 
British arose in the early days of 
white settlement over the Maori 
lands. These were held on a commu- 
nal basis, and even where the chief 
of the tribe consented to part with 
the land for a small consideration the 
people felt that they had been unfair- 
ly dispossessed. White settlement thus 
created the problem of landless na- 
tives, members of tribes whose lands 
had been confiscated, but to a large 
extent those grievances have been met 
by the New Zealand Government in 
recent times. Very considerable sums 
have been spent by way of compen- 
sation for lands taken years before, 
and very great assistance has been 
given to the Maoris in building up a 
form of life of their own, keeping the 
old communal system, but adding to 
it the knowledge of the white man in 
the utilization of the land. There is 
to-day a most encouraging develop- 
ment of farming by the Maoris them- 
selves, under Maori instructors paid 
by the Government, with co-operative 
dairy factories to which they send 
their supplies. About a quarter of 
the Maori race are now living in these 
settlements. By allowing the old type 
of Maori civilization to continue in- 
stead of trying to standardize the 
Maoris into Europeans, while adding 
the scientific knowledge which the 
white man can give, the best results 
are being obtained. 
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The remaining three-quarters of the 
Maori population are not in need of 
Government assistance. In many cases 
their lands have been leased to white 
settlers, and some of them have ac- 
quired considerable eminence in law, 
medicine, and other professions. Gen- 
erally speaking, however, they do 
not go into the cities to any large 
extent. Most of them are farming 
their own lands and doing it extraor- 
dinarily well. 

The Maoris number now about ninety 
thousand or a twentieth of the popula- 
tion of New Zealand. 

JAPAN AND RACE 
+ Many Americans ask how is it pos- 
sible that there should be alliance be- 
tween Germany and Japan, between 
Hitler and Matsuoka. The history of 
the attempt of Japan to stand in al- 
liance with England and America and 
the way in which gradually she has 
been turned to embrace the Axis has 
in it much of interest and a deep lesson 
for the modern world. 
* The result of the Sino-Japanese War 
of 1894-1895 was the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance of 1902 which meant that Eng- 
land was ready to give Japan the status 
of a Western white nation. The Russo- 
Japanese War of 1903 to 1905 led to a 
renewal of the alliance but at the same 
time to opposition both in the British 
Empire and in America. 
+ The Chinese Exclusion Law stopped 
the migration of Chinese to the United 
States in 1882. Between 1891 and 1900 
some 20,000 Japanese arrived and in 
the next decade 60,000 came as laborers 
to California and Hawaii. Opposition 
to further immigration arose, based 
partly on labor competition and also on 
a growing fear of Japan because of her 

triumph in the Russo-Japanese War. 

Discriminatory laws were passed partic- 
ularly in California; separate schools 
were established and attempts were made 
to stop the buying of land. In 1907 a 

gentlemen's agreement was entered into 
between President Theodore Roosevelt 
and the Japanese Government by which 

Japan agreed not to issue laborers pass- 
ports. This agreement was carefully 
kept by the Japanese. Nevertheless the 

Japanese population in California and 
Hawaii increased because of the larger 
birth rate and severe rivalry arose be- 
tween white and Japanese farmers. 
Meantime exclusion of Chinese and Jap- 
anese immigration became widespread. 
They were excluded from Australia in 
1901 and from New Zealand in 1896 

by heavy head tax and there was some 

legislation in South America. 
* The Anglo-Japanese alliance was 
renewed in 1911, but only after strong 
pressure by the Japanese. The oppo- 
sition in the British Dominions and the 
United States now became formidable 
and continuation of the alliance was 

clearly impossible. However, both coun- 
tries sought to save their faces by 
contending that the new League of 
Nations would become an alliance su- 

perior to the one in question. 
* As a result after the World War, 
Japan addressed herself to the subject 
of equal treatment of races and nations. 
This effort led by Baron Makino has 
been almost forgotten. In order to 

strengthen the fundamental principle of 
the equality of races and nations upon 
which the new League of Nations was 
to be built 

Japan proposed on February 7, 1919 
an amendment to the Covenant of the 

181 



PHYLON 

League of Nations in the following 
language: 

"The equality of nations being 
a basic principle of the League of 
Nations, the High Contracting 
Parties agree to accord, as soon 
as possible, to all alien nationals 
of states, members of the League, 
equal and just treatment in every 
respect, making no distinction, 
either in law or in fact, on ac- 
count of their race or national- 
ity." 
When the religious liberty clause 

was discussed on February 13, Baron 
Makino pressed the same amendment 
by pointing out the fact that "racial 
and religious animosities constituted 
a fruitful source of trouble and war- 
fare among different peoples through- 
out history, often leading to deplora- 
ble excesses." 

Dr. V. K. Wellington Koo of China 
was in deep sympathy with the spirit 
of the proposed amendment but re- 
served his view as he was uninstructed 
by his Government on the subject; 
but Lord Cecil of Great Britain asked 
the postponement of the discussion 
as the question was one of highly 
"controversial character." Other mem- 
bers were equally unprepared to ex- 
amine the question further, and both 
the race equality and religious liberty 
clauses were dropped from discus- 
sion. 

Nothing was done for two months, 
and another opportunity to press the 
inclusion of the race equality amend- 
ment did not come until April 11, 
when Baron Makino once more pre- 
sented a carefully prepared statement 
on the subject. He now suggested 
that the Japanese proposal be simpli- 
fied by introducing a phrase into the 
preamble of the Covenant which 
would endorse "the principle of the 
equality of nations and the just treat- 
ment of their nationals." Among oth- 
er nations, China, France, Italy, 
Greece, Czechoslovakia, and Poland 

supported the Japanese proposal, but 
the British and American delegates 
stood firmly against it. Lord Cecil 
went so far as to say that while "the 
British Government realized the im- 
portance of the racial equality," its 
solution "could not be attempted by 
the Commission without encroaching 
upon the sovereignty of state members 
of the League," and that its effective 
application would open "the door to 
serious controversy and interference 
in the domestic affairs" of the mem- 
ber states. 

President Wilson felt that "the 
greatest difficulty lay in the contro- 
versies which would be bound to take 
place outside the Commission over 
the Japanese proposal," and that "in 
order to avoid these discussions it 
would perhaps be wise not to insert 
such a provision in the Preamble." 
Baron Makino then moved to ascer- 
tain the pleasure of the Commission 
upon his amendment, stating that the 
League, if the amendment were de- 
feated would be most unpopular in 
Japan. 

As a result of voting, Japan won 
the majority of eleven out of seven- 
teen votes (Japan, France and Italy 
two each, and Brazil, China, Greece, 
Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia) but 
it was rejected by the chairman, Pres- 
ident Woodrow Wilson, who ruled 
that so important a resolution must 
have the unanimous assent of all mem- 
bers. 

In spite of the Japanese protest, 
therefore, the draft of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations was adopted 
on April 28 without the race equality 
amendment, and Baron Makino said 
"I feel it my duty to declare clearly 
on this occasion that the Japanese 
Government and people feel poignant 
regret at the failure of the Commis- 
sion to approve their just demand for 
laying down a principle aiming at 
the adjustment of this long-standing 
grievance, a demand that is based 
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upon a deep-rooted national convic- 
tion. They will continue in their in- 
sistence for the adoption by the 
League in the future." 

* In 1924 it was proposed in the United 
States in the Immigration Bill, to ex- 
clude all Asiatics. This was finally 
accomplished by a deal between West- 
ern and Southern senators through which 
the Western senators opposed the anti- 

lynching bill and the Southern senators 

supported Japanese exclusion. The Japa- 
nese were bitterly affronted by this 
action which was the beginning of a 
series of misunderstandings between the 
United States and Japan. 
* When the second World War broke 
out Japan joined the Axis in self-defense. 
Thus the Color Line was drawn by 
Europe against Asia and this is the 
reason that the Foreign Minister of 

Japan said recently 
"I believe that the white race must 

cede Oceania to the Asiatics. 
"It has always been my pet theory 

that Oceania, which is 1,200 miles 
north and south and 1,000 miles east 
and west, must be made a place for 
Asiatic peoples to migrate," Mr. Mat- 
suoka said, "This region has sufficient 
natural resources to support from 
600,000,000 to 800,000,000 people. I 
believe we have a natural right to mi- 
grate there." 

AFRICA 
* Despite the general reticence of the 
various press associations, the participa- 
tion of Negroes in the second World 
War is evident. In South Africa a 
native miltary corps is being recruited 
and allowances have been made for 
their dependents. In French Equatorial 
Africa considerable numbers of Negro 
soldiers have been enlisted, some of 

whom are fighting in Ethiopia. In North 
Africa black men took part in the Eng- 
lish attack on Italy 

The Camel Corps troopers are most- 
ly nomad tribesmen inured to tem- 
peratures of 130 degrees in the shade, 
to thirst and sand and hardship. Tua- 
regs, half-Arab Kreddas, Bambara 
Negroes and Berber Semites, they 
once fought incessantly among them- 
selves. Years of French colonial rule 
have pacified but by no means tamed 
them. Fierce individualists and tire- 
less campaigners, they have been 
welded into a fighting unit by skillful 
and understanding leadership. 

* Throughout the whole area from Mal- 
ta and Crete southward to Kenya and 

beyond to the northern uplands of Rho- 
desia, the English command comprises 
not only Europeans, South Africans and 
Australians but Indians, Negroes and 
Bedouins. In the Belgian Congo an 

army of 90,000 Negroes has been organ- 
ized for cooperation with the British and 

recognized by the Belgian Government 
in exile. 

* The riot of African workers in the 

copper mines of Northern Rhodesia 
aroused a great deal of interest in 
South Africa and a "Southern African 
Committee on Industrial Relations was 

appointed." This committee sent Julius 
Lewin to the copper belt and his report 
has been made 

In the course of the report he 
speaks of the matter of the industrial 
colour bar as being "by far the most 
important issue facing the colony." 
He urges the Government to make its 
own position in the matter quite plain 
and declare that it would be contrary 
to the whole spirit and tradition of 
British colonial policy for the Gov- 
ernment to permit the entrenchment 
of a colour bar in industry. "The 

183 



PHYLON 

African workers should be assured 
that they will not be debarred on the 
ground of race or colour from doing 
whatever skilled work they have 
shown themselves capable of doing." 

Mr. Lewin was inclined to think the 
commission of inquiry was not fully 
alive to the danger of a conventional 
colour bar based not on law but on 
tradition and European opinion. 

There is a very marked difference 
between the average wages paid to 
Europeans and those paid to Africans, 
the average European wage before 
the strike being from ?40 per month 
up to ?70 per month, including pro- 
vision of a house. The average African 
wage was about 22s. 6d. per month, 
though many only receive 12s. 6d. 
per month, the rates varying accord- 
ing to the type of work. Yet the Af- 
ricans do a considerable amount of 
skilled work, such as driving lorries, 
&c., for which they are paid a special 
bonus, but Europeans are uneasy as 
to Africans' doing skilled work and 
make periodical representations to the 
mine manager on the subject. "Most 
of the Europeans come from South 
Africa or Southern Rhodesia, and they 
fear the encroachment of Africans in 
the sphere of skilled work, which they 
wish to maintain as their own pre- 
serve. The mines have not declared 
any policy in the matter.... Neither 
the mines nor the Government wish 
to see the industrial colour bar en- 
trenched. The European minework- 
ers' union, on the other hand, is 
known to favour such a bar and will 
sooner or later attempt to insist on 
it." 

Mr. Lewin recommends that Afri- 
can skilled workers should be ad- 
mitted to the union on equal terms 
with Europeans. The African work- 
ers have no organization or other 
means of protecting their interests 
adequately, although regular meet- 
ings at one mine are held with the 
"compound elders," thanks to the 

sympathy of the compound manager. 
The report urged that groups and so- 
cieties should be encouraged for the 
purpose of discussing public affairs 
of keen interest to Africans. 

INDIA 
* Perhaps the most astonishing para- 
dox of these paradoxical times is the 

spectacle of a war for democracy, deny- 
ing to four hundred million Indians all 

vestiges of democratic control. The 
eleventh annual Independence Day was 
celebrated in London lately 

The audience stood and listened to 
the reading of the Indian "declaration 
of independence," which declared 
British rule in India had ruined the 
country economically, politically, cul- 
turally and spiritually and that con- 
tinuance of submission was "a crime 
against man and God." 

The celebration lacked the usual 
messages from Indian political leaders 
because, the promoters explained, 
"they are all in jail." 

* In the United States an American edi- 
tion of Jawaharlal Nehru's autobiogra- 
phy has appeared and the author writes 
of it in the Nation. Shortly after its 

completion Nehru was imprisoned by 
the British again 

Five and a half years ago, sitting 
in my prison barrack in the Almora 
District Jail, I wrote the last line 
of my autobiography. Eight months 
later I added a postscript from Baden- 
weiler in Germany. That autobiog- 
raphy, published in England, had a 
kindly reception from all manner of 
people in various countries, and I 
was glad that what I had written had 
brought India nearer to many friends 
abroad, and had made them appre- 
ciate, to some extent, the inner sig- 
nificance of our struggle for freedom. 

Nehru outlines his reaction to war, his 

deep sympathy with Spain and the ac- 
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tivities of the National Congress of In- 
dia and its help for China, Abyssinia 
and Palestine. He tells of his attempts 
to liberalize the India states ruled by 
princes who are puppets of the British 
Government, and says he and his fellow 
workers tried to get England to define 
her aims and told of their latest offer 
which proposed 

The acknowledgment of India's in- 
dependence by Britain and the imme- 
diate formation at the center of a 
Provisional National Government, 
which would be responsible to the 
present Central Assembly. If this 
were done, this government would 
take charge of defense and thus help 
in the war effort. 

This Congress proposal was emi- 
nently feasible and could be ef- 
fectuated immediately without upset- 
ting anything. The National Govern- 
ment was inevitably going to be a 
composite affair with full represen- 
tation of minority groups. The pro- 
posal was definitely a moderate one. 
From the point of view of defense 
and war effort, it is patent that any 
serious effort involves the confidence 
and cooperation of the people. Only 
a national government has the chance 
to get this. It is not possible through 
imperialism. 

As I write this, the Viceroy has 
given us the British government's re- 
ply. It is in the old language of 
imperialism, and the content has 
changed in no way. The sands of 
time run out here in India, as in 
Europe and the world. 

So many of my colleagues have 
gone back to prison, and I envy them 
somewhat. Perhaps it is easier to 
develop an organic sense of life in 
the solitude of confinement than in 
this mad world of war and politics, 
of fascism and imperialism. 

COLONIES AND RACE 
* Mr. Tracy Philipps, a distinguished 
Englishman who has spent much time 
in the colonies, spoke before the Royal 
Academy of Italy in Rome in October, 
1938. 

The reply to the colonial call for 
change must, in the more advanced 
cases, be to give a comfortable politi- 
cal change of clothes, even if at first 
a size or so too large. Since non- 
Moslem Africa as a whole has virtual- 
ly opted for Europeanism, it is clear 
that the inauguration of Europeanism 
must be guided by Europeans. But it 
is upon the basic first principles of 
Europeanism for Africans that the 
interested European Powers need to 
be in clear accord. 

Moreover, rather than be forced, 
by unforeseen pre-occupations else- 
where, to seem to make concessions 
from weakness, which are often an 
invitation for unreasonable or prema- 
ture demands from other colonies, it 
is wiser: 

a) to give in good time; 
b) to give from strength; 
c) to give in time and from 

strength in such a way as to enable 
the quiet building-in of safeguards 
for the masses and the creation of 
educational institutions to ensure that 
the European language and culture 
can take root and produce sympathy 
long after the colony becomes inde- 
pendent.... 

If the colonial masses are exploited, 
even by their own compatriots in the 
service of Europeans however indi- 
rectly, or while their country is still 
under European protectorate, it is 
against the Europeans that the masses 
will in their turn revolt for the Trus- 
tee's failure to protect. In 1914, the 
young peasants of one of the indi- 
rectly ruled British territories adjoin- 
ing a German colony entered into 
communication with the then-enemy, 
for whom they had no particular 
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love, in order to throw off the burden 
of unpaid compulsory labour. It is 
only fair to us that European pos- 
sessors of colonies should now know 
such facts if only in order to enable 
an equitable and timely insurance to 
be made against the repetition of 
such short-sighted systems which 
must tend to breed discontent and 
consequent disloyalty. 

Among the chief causes of the loss 
of Europe of the South American 
colonies was also the official censor- 
ship of liberal thought. In Africa, 
colonial officials of European powers 
have usually led a relatively sheltered 
life outside of Europe. They have been 
Tritons among minnows, with no one 
among the colonial peoples virtually 
able to contradict or reason with 
them. They feared the press instead 
of using it, within the limit allowed 
them, to explain the motives of the 
government. They were apt to be sus- 
picious or disapprove of "Native As- 
sociations" for whatever object. In 
reality such associations are one of 
the hopes of backward colonies and 
contain the seeds of indigenous con- 
structiveness and self-expression, en- 
abling Europe with its greater po- 
litical experience, to grasp the spirit 
and guide the aspirations of the co- 
lonial peoples.... In Africa, a nega- 
tive attitude of non-intervention, of- 
ficial disapproval and virtual if dis- 
guised censorship of liberal and scien- 
tific thought, without taking the 
trouble to teach any positive and sat- 
isfying doctrine is as likely to be a 
factor in the premature attempt of 
colonies to break away from Europe 
as they were in sub-tropical Ameri- 
ca ... 

Colonial Africa, with unimportant 
exceptions, has not yet reached a stage 
where it can be said that there is "No 
Taxation Without Representation." 
The people are, in fact, not represent- 
ed at all. Nor, in order to attain that 

end is it necessary to adopt any un- 
suitable vote-principle of territorial 
representation. But if the people are 
given neither a religion nor a democ- 
racy free, in practice, of suspicion of 
racial discrimination, it cannot be ex- 
pected that they will refrain, as they 
absorb the inevitable European in- 
struction, from turning to racial Na- 
tionalism or to the cult of a dynamic 
Liberator in whom they may dimly 
perceive the Great Spirit of the Thun- 
derbolt which smites pitilessly and 
ensures change. 

In the colonies it is precisely this 
lack of effective representation, and 
of the consequent and stabilizing 
sense of responsibility, which confirm 
the people's experience that such gov- 
ernments can only be overthrown or 
influenced by violence. In non-Euro- 
pean countries still subject to Euro- 
pean domination, such violence has 
varied from the paralyzing of the ad- 
ministrative machine by non-coopera- 
tion (as in India), political strikes 
(as in North and South Africa), to 
a state of sub-war (as in Ireland and 
Palestine) or a thinly disguised revo- 
lution so soon as the Colonial Power 
is preoccupied elsewhere. ... 

In Africa, the modern semi-Euro- 
peanised chief is a "Native-official." In 
the eyes of the mass of the people, he 
is the direct or indirect agent of 
European or alien dominance. "Our 
chiefs (they say) have become Euro- 
peans' office-boys." . . . 

In the overseas dependencies of the 
democratic Colonial Powers of Eu- 
rope, those members of the colonial 
peoples who have obtained European 
instruction have, in the process, 
learned the liberal ideals of the 
"mother-country." They cannot but 
observe that the essentials of demo- 
cratic principles, of "Government by 
the People for the People" of the 

country and of "No Taxation With- 
out Representation" are, however 

good the reasons, in fact withheld by 
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those same democratic European 
peoples from their colonial popula- 
tions. Nor are there, in Africa as a 
whole, many signs after all these 
years that European governments are 
preparing the masses, of safeguarding 
them from distracting political propa- 
ganda, by themselves providing a 
conscious new philosophy of life and 
by making compulsory a system of 
primary education by the State as 
opposed to a superficial conversion 
from their own religion. 

Nevertheless, it cannot be over- 
looked that Russia with larger and 
colonial populations scattered over 
wider distances, and Turkey, both of 
which emerged from the Great War 
beaten and bankrupt, have realized 
the dangers of mass-illiteracy and 
have practically achieved the literacy 
of their equally backward (including 
colonial) populations within a dec- 
ade. Not even the most cynical or 
least patriotic Englishman would wish 
to believe that the relatively wealthy 
and victorious democratic powers 
have less financial resources or less 
sense or responsibility towards the 
peoples for whom they have definite- 
ly assured trusteeship .... 

Democracy, if its slow processes of 
individual consultations can with- 
stand the intensely quickened tempo 
of modern life, requires to be based 
on a culture gained through the uni- 
versal public instruction of the mass- 
es. It is for this instruction that the 
new generation of Africans is clam- 
ouring. Without such instruction, de- 
mocracy cannot hope to function ef- 
ficiently. This instruction the Colonial 
Powers have so far professed them- 
selves unwilling or unable to provide. 
Democracy is, moreover, a product 
of Christianity developed through the 
individualism of the Reformation. It 
is not the product of semi-pagan clas- 
sicism, which the conquistadores car- 
ried to Indo-America (where Pagan- 
ism has never died), of a classicism 

which perpetuated the spirit of the 
Renaissance whose idea was a cul- 
tured and dominant minority. And 
without the moral education of the 
masses, which in Europe has been so 
far undertaken by Christianity, de- 
mocracy cannot hope to function with 
honesty. Neither in Indo-America nor 
in Africa have the governments pro- 
vided compulsory and universal pub- 
lic instruction. Nor has the Church 
yet succeeded, deep-down, in replac- 
ing Paganism among the masses by a 
firm foundation of new moral educa- 
tion derived from Christianity. 

Thus, in Africa, the pre-requisites 
for democratic institutions are still 
lacking. Yet democracy from Europe 
continues, dangerously and illogical- 
ly, to be held up to sub-tropical Af- 
ricans as an ideal and an ambition 
worth fighting for to attain. 

At the same time, this democracy 
is tacitly withheld by those same 
democrats not only without public 
explanation, by a curious fear of talk- 
ing (or having) "policy", but also 
without being replaced by any other 
effective philosophy or institutions 
which could socially give to the peo- 
ple the feeling or even the illusion 
that they still have some voice in their 
own affairs in their own country. 

Most of the African peoples, it 
must be remembered, enjoyed an un- 
written, delicate and deep democracy 
within the totemic clan. 

They do not fail now to feel a bit- 
ter and growing resentment in cases 
where Europeans are virtually hand- 

ing them over to bureaucratic African 
officials, who are no longer Chiefs 
amenable of necessity to public opin- 
ion. Especially is this the case where 

Europeans, by pseudo-loyalty to these 
official middle-men or on the cheap 
and convenient catch-word of "indi- 
rect rule", seem to adopt towards the 

appeals or aspirations of the mass of 
the people a negative non-possumus 
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attitude of non-democratic non-inter- 
vention. ... 

The material, but not spiritual, in- 
feriority-complex, which our money 
and machines (of which they envy the 
power but mistrust the motives of the 
inventors) impress upon colonial 
peoples, creates a deep resentment. 
Here lies a chief reason for the curi- 
ous contradiction which we are wit- 
nessing, in most of the Asian and 
African colonies of Europe, where 
the colonial peoples seek Europeani- 
sation while demanding the expulsion 
of Europeans. From this exasperating 
feeling of material inferiority-com- 
plex, against which ( especially in 
Moslem countries) their sense of 
spiritual superiority revolts, the new 
and uncontented intelligentsia call on 
the still inert masses to struggle or 
fight to free their Race. In the Euro- 
peanised elements of these colonies, 
contact with us and our education 
have roused new envies and new needs 
without simultaneously providing the 
means to satisfy them. Thus they, too, 
run the risk of feeling despised or 
unsatisfied, and seem in their own 
eyes to be logically led to revolt.... 

In the United States of Brazil not 
only in theory but also in practice 
there is no racial discrimiantion. Race 
relations present no problem. If there 
was a "problem", it has been solved. 
A solution, not necessarily an imita- 
tion, should not surely be more diffi- 
cult of attainment in the Africans' own 
country? Until the real issue, how- 
ever unpalatable, has been fully faced, 
we cannot hope to get to the core of 
the matter and to succeed morally in 
our duty. As in Latin America, so in 
British Africa, the indigenous sub- 
tropical peoples have lost faith in the 
simple and then suitable religions of 
their own. The family-clan was their 
social unit and their working world. 
Within it, there existed altruism. For 
within it the duty towards the neigh- 
bour was taken for granted. It was 

practised "up to the hilt." After the 
Christo-European conquest, the new 
malaise set in. 

The awakening races of Africa 
emerging bewildered but vigorous 
from the chrysalis of the clan, may 
be expected,-in their early evolu- 
tion and where climatic conditions al- 
low,-to develop all the normal quali- 
ties of a generous if inexperienced 
youth. If unsuitable European phil- 
osophies and instruction continue to 
be spread among Africans in virulent 
or haphazard patches, the danger will 
be that they may snatch undiscrimi- 
natingly at the fruit of the Tree of 
Knowledge before having tasted of 
the fruit of the knowledge of good and 
evil. 

Furthermore, in such issues as na- 
tionalism or racial emancipation, we 
must not be unprepared for their re- 
jection of the European cry of "Safe- 
ty First". Nor will the Colonial Pow- 
ers of Europe be able to rely on it 
that awakening and unrepresented Af- 
ricans will admit as a political pana- 
cea the fashionable equation that ma- 
terial well-being is necessarily equiva- 
lent to human happiness. For, when 
the spirit is aflame, even today man 
cannot live by bread alone. Britain is 
only one of half a dozen European 
States who administer the Colonial 
parts of Africa. At no period of his- 
tory has public opinion in Great Bri- 
tain-the solid opinion of the aver- 
age Man-in-the-Street-been so firm- 
ly and conscientiously desirous of see- 
ing justice done in the development 
of the colonial peoples of British Af- 
rica. It is a misfortune that-even 
between Europeans and Africans-if 
peoples understand, or are ready to 
come to an understanding with each 
other, it sometimes happens that their 
leaders do not understand or are not 
ready. Other leaders have not yet 
realized that they are trying to deal 
with new problems by the use of 
worn-out formulae of the past. 
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THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT 
* The Seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Thirteenth Amendment was fittingly ob- 
served by the Library of Congress in 
December, 1940. The official announce- 
ment says 

The contribution of the American 
Negro to American culture is the 
theme of a series of exhibits and con- 
certs in the Library of Congress com- 
mencing on December 18th, the 75th 
anniversary of the proclamation of the 
Thirteenth Amendment, which ended 
slavery in the United States. 

The concerts, which will take place 
on the evenings of Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, Friday, and Saturday, December 
18, 19, 20, and 21, will present two 
of the greatest of Negro singers, a 
selection of the manificent folk music 
of the Negro race and a selection of 
chamber music composed by Negroes 
or composed on Negro themes. Doro- 
thy Maynor, the brilliant Negro so- 
prano, sings on Wednesday evening, 
December 18th; the Budapest String 
Quartet, considered one of the finest 
quartets of all time, will play on 
Thursday evening, December 19th; 
the concert of December 20th will be 
a concert of folk music; and the great 
Negro tenor, Roland Hayes, will close 
the series of concerts on Saturday, 
December 21st. 

ART 
* When Marian Anderson sang in San 
Jose, California, three thousand six 
hundred persons heard her despite the 
pouring rain outside. On her program 
was printed the fine tribute of Ruth 
Woodbury Sedgwick written in the 
Readers Digest 

At the foundation of Marian An- 
derson's life and art is religion. No 
gothic abstraction, ornate with dog- 
ma; no primitive frenzy, shot through 
with jungle rhythms; rather the con- 
secration and light of The Ode to Joy. 

Beethoven would have loved and un- 
derstood this "Child of the King," 
just as another great master in our 
own time has loved and understood 
her. It was Jan Sibelius who dedi- 
cated to her his song Solitude, who 
said to her at parting, "The roof of 
my house is too low for you." 
Miss Anderson has just received the 

gold medal and $10,000 of the Bok 
Award as Philadelphia's most distin- 
guished citizen. 
* An exhibition of American Indian art 
in New York brought examples of real 
Indian culture which had little resem- 
blance to the commercial art of tourists 

Here are things of true beauty for 
the adornment of our homes and our 
persons - hand-made silver objects, 
textiles, pottery, jewelry, basketry. 
They represent the only art original 
to this land, and their abstract forms 
are the equal of any abstract art from 
abroad. 

+ Mercer Cook has just pointed out 
in Opportunity that Negroes had deep 
interest in the war between the ASCAP 
and the broadcasting monopoly, for 
forty-six living song-writers and the 
estates of four others belong to the 
American Society of Composers. If 
Broadcast Music Incorporated had been 
able to extend their monopoly over 
this organization, the Negro composers 
would have had small chance for re- 
cognition. 
* An unusual occurrence was the pro- 
duction of Shirley Graham's Dust to 
Earth by the Department of Drama at 
Yale University. As the program said 

Shirley Graham has been active in 
the theatre for several years. While 
still a sophomore in Oberlin College 
and Conservatory she composed the 
music-drama Tom-Tom, which was 
produced the following summer 
(1932) at the Cleveland Stadium by 
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the Cleveland Summer Opera Com- 
pany (Director, Ernst Lert). Later, 
Miss Graham became Supervisor of 
the Negro Unit of the Federal Thea- 
tre which took The Swing Mikado to 
Broadway. This past summer she 
staged in Indianapolis a modern ver- 
sion of The Pirates of Penzance. 
Awarded a Julius Rosenwald Fellow- 
ship, she entered the Department of 
Drama at Yale University in 1938 
and attended courses there for two 
sessions. Since then she has had two 
of her short plays Coal Dust and 
I Gotta Home, produced by the Gilpin 
Players of Cleveland; another play, 
Elijah's Ravens, is now in rehearsal 
at Ohio State University. 

Allardyce Nicoll, chairman of the de- 

partment, writes 
One man to whom I spoke, in thank- 

ing us for presenting the drama to 
the public, made what seems to me 
an interesting remark: He said "I felt 
that this play had a certain 'Eliza- 
bethan' quality; all the various epi- 
sodes were not neatly tied up into 
intellectual knots as are the incidents 
in so many modern realistic plays." 
I myself sympathise with his point of 
view, in that I feel that, with the de- 
velopment of modern realism, play- 
wrights have a tendency to forget that 
their first business is to present and 
develop passion and not to explain 
events intellectually and rationally to 
their audience. 

PERSONAL 

Professor Franz Boas, one of the 
world's leading anthropologists, will be 

eighty-three years of age next July and 
has recently been given a dinner by an 
hundred distinguished scientists, writ- 
ers, educators and other leaders. Dr. 
Boas has done more to clear away the 

myth of inherent race differences than 

any living scientist. 

* Louis Adamic has been given the 
John Anisfield Award of $1,000 for the 
"outstanding book for 1940 on race 
relations." The title of his book is 
From Many Lands and it is a study of 
the immigrants to America. 

+ For the first time since its foundation, 
the Charles Eliot Norton Professorship 
of Poetry at Harvard University, is 
being occupied by a Latin-American 
scholar of Negro descent. This honor 
goes to Pedro Henriques Urenia, who 
was born in Santo Domingo, in 1884, 
son of the famous poetess Salome Urenia 
and of Francisco Henriquez y Carvajal, 
who later became President of the Dom- 
inican Republic. Henriquez Ureiia stu- 
died and obtained his law degree at the 
National University of Mexico. Later, 
he taught at the Universities of Santo 

Domingo, Mexico and Minnesota, and 
at the summer schools of the Universi- 
ties of California, Chicago and Chile. 

Except for brief sojourns in Santo Do- 

mingo, Pedro Henriquez Urenia has for 
the past seventeen years lived in Buenos 
Aires and taught literature at the Uni- 
versidad Nacional de Buenos Aires, the 
Instituto Nacional del Professorado Se- 
cundario, the Universidad Nacional de 
La Plata, and the Colegio Nacional of 
that city. At present he is a director of 
the Instituto de Filogoia of the Univer- 
sidad Nacional de Buenos Aires for 
advanced research in linguistics, and a 
member of the editorial board of the 
Revista de Filologia Hispanica, and of 
the publishing house, Editorial Losada. 
Mr. Urenia is the author of some thirteen 
works on literature. 
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