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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

Arranged by W. E. B. DU BOIS 

DAVID LIVINGSTONE 
t One hundred years ago, March 11, 
1841, David Livingstone landed at 

Capetown, South Africa, as a mission- 

ary representing the London Mission- 

ary Society. He was a Scotchman, very 
devout in his religious beliefs and yet 
an honest practical man. Professor A. 
Victor Murray, of the University of 
Hull has written an interesting memor- 
ial of him in Race Relations, first quar- 
ter 1941 

Livingstone, we are told, discov- 
ered Africa. That which, however, is 
more to the point is that he discov- 
ered the African. He was no senti- 
mentalist, and he was indeed rather 
scornful of the folk who grow ro- 
mantic about missions on the side of 
either the missionary's "sacrifices" 
or the African's need. Nor was he a 
philanthropist, in the sense of one 
who sets out to "do good" to other 
people. The "good" that he did to 
the African was the good that one 
friend does to another whom he 
understands and loves. It was not 
something given by a superior to an 
inferior. Livingstone had too strong 
a vein of Scottish commonsense in 
him not to see the many failings of 
African people with whom he came 
into contact, but these failings were 
those of persons and not of races. 
"Unreasonableness cannot be said to 
be a more obstinate hereditary com- 
plaint in Africa than in Ireland," he 
writes home after one of his most 
trying experiences, and it is doubtful 
whether he found any African half 

as difficult as he found his own 
brother Charles. He comes across 
Africans who get from the missionary 
all that they can and he speaks of 
their "ingrained selfishness." He 
notes the "African caution" of so 
many and the type of worldly-wise 
sagacity which he knew so well as a 
boy at home. They "have much of 
the old Scotch farmers in them." He 
notices, however, that they are at 
their worst when they are found in 
the neighbourhood of unsympathetic 
Europeans. 
From 1840 to 1849 Livingstone was 

a medical missionary among the Bech- 
uana. He explored the Zambezi River 
and discovered the Victorian Falls, 
pushing his discoveries far up to Lake 
Tanganyika. He was rescued by Henry 
M. Stanley in 1871 but returned to his 
work and finally died of dysentery in 
1873. His faithful native followers: 
Chuma, Susi and Jacob Wainwright, 
transported his dead body to the sea. 

These three men set at defiance all 
their old superstitions concerning the 
dead when they carried Livingstone's 
body down to the coast. Fear of men, 
of flesh or of ghostly phantoms were 
exorcized from their minds by the 
mutual love that had grown up be- 
tween themselves and Livingstone and 
in their common service of the Mas- 
ter. 
It was the London Punch that wrote 

his well-known epitaph 
He needs no epitaph, to guard a name 
Which men shall prize while worthy 

work is known . . 
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Let marble crumble - this is LIV- 
ING STONE. 

CHARLES GABRIEL SELIGMAN 

* Professor C. G. Seligman died in 
1940. He was an anthropologist who did 
much in the study of African tribes. 
For the most part his studies were made 
in New Guinea and the East but be- 
tween 1909 and 1922 he made trips to 
the Sudan for educational study. Fi- 

nally he became university lecturer in 

ethnology at the London School of 
Economics. He enlisted as a physician 
during the first World War and later 
was compelled by ill health to retire 
from his professorship of anthropology. 
In 1938 he came to Yale as visiting 
professor. Most Americans know him 
best through his little volume on the 
Races of Africa, first published in 1930 
in the Home University Library series 
and afterward issued in a French edi- 
tion in 1935. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

* R. F. Alfred Hoernle notes in Race 
Relations, first quarter 1941, six im- 

provements in the attitude of whites 
toward natives in South Africa: One, 
the University of Witwatersrand has 
made medical and dental training avail- 
able to Negro students. The develop- 
ment of native hospitals has made this 
decision possible. Second, the Hofmeyer 
School of Social Work has been opened 
at Johannesburg to train Africans for 
social welfare work. Third, the native 

quarters in the larger towns are being 
better cared for with water supply, sani- 
tation, etc., and to some extent with bet- 
ter schools, hospitals and library facili- 
ties. Fourth, school fees in all recog- 

nized native primary schools have been 
abolished. This still leaves native edu- 
cation severely in need of attention but 
is a step forward. Five, the develop- 
ment of certain secondary industries in 
South Africa has industrialized many of 
the native workers and forced them to 
form trades unions. Legislation still 
hinders the recognition and freedom of 
these unions but they are growing in 

strength and efficiency. Six, the Native 

Representative Council has increased in 
influence and efficiency. 

This does not mean any visible set- 
tlement of the race problems in South 
Africa. The white population is still 
unmoved and unimpressed and the body 
of law and restriction, discrimination 
and segregation is large. 

In the 1941 census of South Africa 
it has been decided not to count the 
colored population so that, just as in 
1931, eighty per cent of the population 
will be excluded from the census com- 

pilation. 
Race Relations News reports a re- 

grettable war casualty in the decision of 
the Bulawayo Town Council in Southern 
Rhodesia that the housing projects for 

Negroes in the segregated district shall 
be built hereafter by white labor and 
not by Negro labor as has been the cus- 
tom heretofore 

The Council had originally resolved 
to build the proposed new Native 
Hospital for infectious diseases by 
African labour, but at a meeting held 
on November 21st, this resolution was 
unanimously rescinded in favour of 
White labour. 

The report of the meeting in The 
Bulawayo Chronicle, of November 
22nd, pictures a confused and con- 
fusing medley of arguments. One 
point raised, and countered, was that 

290 



A CHRONICLE OF RACE RELATIONS 

the employment of Whites would 
keep men from being enlisted who 
ought to be in the Forces. To a plea 
that African workers would be de- 
prived of employment which they had 
a right to regard as reserved for them, 
it was replied that all available Afri- 
can labour would be fully absorbed 
by other building plans in the Loca- 
tion. It was argued that "all Munici- 
pal buildings outside the ordinary 
living quarters of Natives" should be 
erected by White labour. It was as- 
serted that some of the work required 
a higher level of skill than that pos- 
sessed by Native workmen, but that the 
White workers who would have to be 
employed for this work, would re- 
fuse to work alongside Natives. The 
question whether a Location Hos- 
pital did, or did not, fall under the 
Industrial Conciliation Act, which 
prescribed certain wage standards for 
all building within a radius of ten 
miles from the Bulawayo Post Office, 
was ruled out by the Mayor as irrele- 
vant. 

It is probable that the speakers who 
hinted at pressure behind the scenes 
from the Building Trade were nearest 
the mark. At any rate, the following 
argument of the mover of the rescind- 
ing motion confirms, rather than dis- 
pels, the suspicion: "If there is any 
time in the history of the British Em- 
pire that we should be diplomatic, it 
is today. We must do everything in 
our power to see that there is no dis- 
turbance in industry in this town. We 
must sacrifice some principles that 
we stand for, if it is necessary for 
this purpose." 

* The increase in native crime is dis- 
turbing Johannesburg in South Africa. 
Ray Phillips addressing the Rotary Club 
in May, 1940, says 

The most recent figures for our 
Reef area (1938) show that there 
were in that one year 210,632 con- 
victions of Native Africans in the 

Courts. Stop and think what this 
means! 

That number of convictions for the 
Witwatersrand is larger by 30,000 
than the total number of Native men, 
women and children resident in the 
whole of Johannesburg, excluding the 
mines. On the basis of the census of 
1936, it means one conviction for 
each Native man, woman and juvenile 
in employment on the whole of the 
Reef (195,983, July 1, 1937). That 
is a staggering fact that shows how 
far the tide has advanced without our 
knowing it! The convictions of Na- 
tives on the Witwatersrand represent 
42% of those for the whole of South 
Africa. We are reminded by the Gov- 
ernment (Introduction to Report on 
Statistics of Crime) that the increase 
in Native crime since 1930 has been 
90%/, while among Europeans there 
has been a decrease of 39%o . .. the 
natives are not a race of natural crimi- 
nals, with criminal tendencies inherit- 
ed from criminal forbears. They are a 
peaceful folk. Their own laws were ef- 
fective in reducing criminality to a 
minimum which our civilized society 
cannot hope to reach. Crime, as we 
knew it, was almost unknown in Afri- 
can tribal society. Yet, today, in South 
Africa and on the Witwatersrand, we 
find conditions such that few African 
Natives can hope to escape a crim- 
inal record. . . . The first thing that 
strikes the eye when examining the 
list of offences for which Natives are 
convicted is that the big majority are 
offences which are not offences for 
the European. Rotarian Senator Rhei- 
nallt Jones reminded the Senate the 
other day that 90% of Native con- 
victions are for statutory offences 
created by the Houses of Parliament. 
Predominant offences are (1) Illegal 
possession of Native liquor (65,700 
in the Union), which is not regarded 
by Natives as a crime at all; (2) 
Native Pass Law infringements, 
transgression against laws which 
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have been condemned by Government 
Commissions and private bodies for 
twenty years; (3) Offences under the 
Native Taxation Act, against the pro- 
visions of which Associated Chambers 
of Commerce and other bodies have 
protested, and (4) The breaking of 
Municipal, labour and location rules 
and regulations, which are legion. . . 

There are offences, however, which 
are not special crimes for the Native, 
but common offences for all races. 
Here, also, convictions are rapidly on 
the increase. The predominant of- 
fences here, especially among first 
offenders and juveniles, are the trio 
of theft, house-breaking and robbery. 
"The obvious answer to the question 
'Why theft?' is 'Poverty.' And the 
answer is largely adequate for many 
juvenile and adult property crimes. 
The very real poverty of the urban 
Native population must be reckoned 
with in considering not only thieving, 
but the manufacture and sale of 
liquor; inability to pay the general 
tax and to meet obligations under the 
Natives (Urban Areas) Act; vagrancy 
and the incurring of debt." It has 
repeatedly been shown that a Native 
family residing in an urban area 
cannot exist decently and meet mini- 
mum necessary items of expenditure 
on less than from ?6 10s. to ?7 per 
month. The majority of Native fam- 
ilies receive a cash wage far below 
either figure mentioned. The result is 
anti-social activity of various sorts, 
plus malnutrition and accumulation 
of debt. 

The South African Press Association 
prints the protest of a bishop against 
wages of colored people in Cape Pro- 
vince, South Africa 

The wage rates of the coloured peo- 
ple were described as a scandal by 
Bishop S. W. Lavis today when he 
summed up at the end of a debate on 
the social conditions of the coloured 

people at the Race Relations Institute 
Conference. 

Bishop Lavis demanded "revolu- 
tionary changes" in the coloured peo- 
ple's position and said that opposi- 
tion to these changes on the ground 
that they would "embarrass the Gov- 
ernment" in wartime was based on a 
"trick" argument. 

After wages there must be a frontal 
attack on education. There must be 
protests against the fact that today 
83,000 coloured children in the Cape 
Province were not at school. 

Then there must also be an attack 
on avenues of employment for the 
coloured people. Today the only ap- 
prenticeship really open to the col- 
oured child was one which made a 
hooligan of him .... 

A plea for a special "social welfare 
tax" to enable the State to rehabili- 
tate sections of the people in need 
was made by Mr. W. C. Foster, hon- 
orary president of the Coloured Child 
Welfare Association, when he ad- 
dressed the conference on what he 
described as the unsatisfactory eco- 
nomic conditions of the coloured peo- 
ple today. 

He pointed out that the average 
annual earnings of a European in all 
industries, according to the 20th in- 
dustrial census, was ?224.6 compared 
with an average for non-Europeans of 
?52.1. If this disparity were not lev- 
elled up in the very near future there 
would be serious industrial and so- 
cial consequences, of which signs were 
already evident. 

COLONIES OF BRITAIN 
* Lord Lloyd of the British Colonial 
Office said recently in an address broad- 
cast from London 

In the African Colonies, for in- 
stance, there are 40,000,000 of our 
fellow men. We can say, surely, that 
the impact of Europe on them has 
been fruitful in the arts of peace, and 
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beneficent, and, considering the dan- 
ger of progress, that is much. In a 
short space of time, as Africa moved 
forward at a leap into modernity, we 
have endeavoured to provide the 
means of a "good life" for its peoples. 
For slavery and oppression we have 
substituted order and good govern- 
ment. A man may travel in safety and 
comfort from one side of the Continent 
to the other. Everywhere he will see in- 
dustrious farmers, schools presided 
over by native teachers, doctors trained 
in modern ideas replacing the medi- 
cine man and the witch doctor. In 
West Africa, at Achimota, Fourah Bay 
and Yaba; in East Africa at Makerere, 
great colleges and institutions have 
sprung up where the African can 
learn all that is best in English and 
African culture. All this must con- 
tinue, war or no war. ... 

From East to West across the trop- 
ical belt the battalions are being 
marshalled and the guns moved into 
place. In this warlike effort the Afri- 
can is no laggard. He and all his 
peoples have been quick to realize the 
meaning of the issue and therefore to 
show where their sympathies lie, and 
they have displayed a passionate 
eagerness to serve the common cause. 
Only yesterday the fathers fought with 
bow and arrow, and it is their sons 
who today are manning Bren guns 
in mechanized units. In that last sen- 
tence there is food for thought on the 
great brotherhood of this Empire of 
ours, where white and black and col- 
oured are all brought up to serve the 
same ideals, and the terrific moral as 
well as material power it may some 
day wield. 

We also advise the Ministries of 
Food and Supply of the raw mate- 
rials and food-produlcts which are 
available in the Colonial Empire. 
Without the great series of alloys such 
as vanadium, molybdenum, manga- 
nese and chrome, our steel industries 
would be paralyzed, and practically 

all these are derived from the Colonial 
Empire. Then there is bauxite, out of 
which aluminum is made, so essential 
to our aircraft industry, and industrial 
diamonds, essential for mining drills. 
And for lighter purposes there is Sea 
Island cotton, supplies of which have 
now been diverted to the making of 
balloons to help in protecting London 
and other great cities from air attack. 
Again, were it not for the Colonial 
Empire and India, people in Britain 
would get no tea, and if it were not 
for West Africa and the West Indies 
they would have no cocoa to drink 
and no chocolate to eat. 

But more important than tea and 
cocoa are the great stores of vege- 
table oil, oil-seeds and nuts that we 
get from the Colonies. Tens of thou- 
sands of tons of ground-nuts and of 
copra are imported into this country 
every year for crushing, which pro- 
duces a valuable oil which is one of 
the chief ingredients in cooking fats, 
margarine and soap. The residue is 
the basis of all concentrated feeding 
stuffs, for cattle and sheep. Other 
products of the coco-nut palm are 
equally important. The shell of the 
coco-nut, turned into charcoal by a 
special process, is one of the most 
valuable materials used as an air 
filter in gas masks. 

Before the war, these and many 
other products from the British Co- 
lonial Empire were sold to the world. 
Germany, for instance, was not pre- 
vented from buying anything she 
wanted; far from it, in spite of her 
outcries about the "Have" and the 
"Have not" nations. In fact, she 
bought large quantities of cocoa, palm 
kernels and other products. On the 
outbreak of war we took prompt steps 
to stop this trade, and as other Con. 
tinental countries fell under the con- 
trol of Germany, more and more trade 
has fallen away. It would, of course, 
be unthinkable that these valuable 
products should be allowed to fall into 
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the hands of our enemies, but the 
task of providing alternative markets 
for well over 100,000 tons of cocoa, 
and hundreds of thousands of tons of 
oil-seeds, and nuts, is one of the main 
problems of the Colonial Office today. 

What are we doing about it? In the 
first place the Government here have 
themselves voluntarily taken the 
whole risk of certain crops; they have, 
for example, both last year and this 
bought the whole West African cocoa 
crop, sold as much as they could to 
merchants here, in the United States 
and elsewhere, and kept the rest. As 
a result, no cocoa producer in West 
Africa went hungry for want of a 
market. Secondly, we are trying very 
hard to find new uses for some of the 
products of which we have too much. 
Already we are having some suc- 
cess. 

WEST AFRICA 
* There is considerable discussion of 
uniting the various native states on the 
Gold Coast into a sort of federation with 
an extension of the present native ad- 
ministration. One British commissioner 

says, "If you are to have an effective 
local government amalgamation must 
come," and the editor of West Africa 
adds 

Surely one can without great stretch 
of the imagination apply Mr. Field- 
gate's words, about all the separate 
official establishments, not to a Prov- 
ince or the whole of the Gold Coast, 
but to all British West Africa! The 
African political leaders may be re- 
minded of one thing in particular: 
Mr. Fieldgate, in arguing against the 
costly multiplication of services, is 
really arguing against an increase in 
the total of imported officials and even 
against the maintenance of the present 
total. 

This is what radical West Africans have 
been demanding for a long time. 

* In the Colonial Review for March, 
1941, are reports from various British 
West African colonies 

Vernon Cameron sees in the differ- 
ent reactions of a Nigerian and a Gold 
Coast journalist to a speech by Gen- 
eral Smuts, in which he pledged the 
spiritual and material resources of 
the Union to the waging of the war, 
evidence of the need for much more 
interpretation of one part of the Brit- 
ish Commonwealth to another. Where- 
as the Gold Coast writer thought that 
the stand General Smuts was taking 
would redound to the honour of the 
Union and establish principles from 
which Africans with all other people 
would benefit, his Nigerian colleague 
could not understand how European 
South Africans could offer up their 
lives in the cause of liberty and de- 
mocracy and yet withhold equal po- 
litical rights from six million Afri- 
cans in their own country. 

* The West African Pilot, a native pa- 
per, attacks openly certain results of so- 
called indirect rule in British Africa 

There is reason to believe that the 
days of the rule of the "Petty Kings" 
in Nigeria are numbered. At any rate, 
if they are to function, it must not be 
under the present Constitution or vest- 
ed with such powers to make them 
what they have been-buffer tools be- 
tween the Government and the people. 
At this time, it is no exaggeration to 
state that there is not one Native Ruler 
in Nigeria who does not get into dif- 
ficulty with his people. 

It is sheer folly to imagine for one 
moment that what is good enough for 
a people 50 years ago could still be 
of use to them in this year of our 
Lord. In putting into practice the in- 
tention of the Government to preserve 
Native Institutions, Native Heads 
have been retained in a way to suit 
Government purposes and in a way 
which, we have said before, savours, 
especially in the North, of feudalism. 
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The building up of a ruling class, 
vested with power, supplied with 
money and set up to live in pomp and 
luxury side by side with a very poor 
and underfed peasant class, will have 
exactly the same result as such system 
has had in other countries-namely, 
the people seek the destruction of 
such institutions. When the people 
discover that they cannot reach the 
Government with their grievances ex- 
cept through a stilted organization, 
their dislike is expressed in a sudden 
turn to violence and the contagion 
spreads. 

We warn Government to read the 
signs of the times, modernize and 
modify the relation between the sub- 
ject people and the Native authorities 
under whom they live. 

FRENCH AFRICA 
* M. Eboue, African Governor of the 
French province of Chad, has been ap- 
pointed Governor-General of French 

Equatorial Africa, succeeding General 
de Larminat. Eboue is a black man and 
has hitherto sided with the free French 
under General de Gaulle. He was for- 

merly the first Negro governor of 

Guadeloupe. 

ETHIOPIA 
* The Secretary of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs said in the House of Commons 
February 4 

His Majesty's Government would 
welcome the reappearance of an inde- 
pendent Ethiopian State, and recog- 
nize the claim of the Emperor Haile 
Selassie to the throne. The Emperor 
has intimated to His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment that he will need outside as- 
sistance and guidance. His Majesty's 
Government agree with this view, and 
consider that any such assistance and 
guidance in economic and political 
matters should be the subject of in- 
ternational arrangement at the con- 

clusion of peace. They reaffirm that 
they have themselves no territorial 
ambitions in Abyssinia. 

In the meanwhile the conduct of 
military operations by Imperial forces 
in parts of Abyssinia will require 
temporary measures of military guid- 
ance and control. These will be carried 
out in consultation with the Emperor, 
and will be brought to an end as soon 
as the situation permits. 

Miss Margery Perham immediately 
raised the question in the Times as to 
whether or not this was going to mean 
a British protectorate or an international 
commission. She and others strongly 
advised that there be non-British ad- 
visers appointed so that Britain would 
not seem to try to gain territory from 
this war. 

One of the finest results of the recap- 
ture of Ethiopia was the attitude of 

Emperor Haile Selassie toward the 
Italians. He said to his people by 
proclamation in March 

I charge you solemnly to receive 
kindly and protect those Italians who 
may surrender to you without arms 
and not to retaliate with the cruelty 
that they inflicted upon our people, 
but to show yourselves to be honor- 
able, humane soldiers. 

Do not forget that when the valiant 
Ethiopians made the Italians prison- 
ers at the Battle of Adowa [in 1896] 
they handed them over to the Em- 
peror without doing them any harm, 
thus earning for Ethiopia honor and 
a good name. 

THE FUTURE OF AFRICA 

* A pamphlet by Basil Mathews has 
been published in London entitled "We 

Fight for the Future." Several persons 
give their opinions 

The author suggests that experts 
work out the technique of a new world 
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order as it relates to Colonies but that 
the rank and file of Britons and 
Americans must work it out in prin- 
ciple. When we who want to build a 
harmonious world order face realis- 
tically the issues of peace reconstruc- 
tion in relation to subject peoples 
and the territories where they live, 
two goals must dominate the fresh 
order. The fundamental goal is the 
welfare and the progress towards self- 
government of the people in those 
Colonies. The second is to plan the 
use of the raw materials of the world 
for the benefit of all nations and races, 
and in that plan to hold in mind the 
needs of future generations. 

At the outset, the writer affirms, we 
must rule out absolutely and finally 
the idea of simply "handing back 
Colonies to Germany." The peoples 
of Africa are not packets of tea to be 
handed across a counter. They have 
been so used in the past; the best way 
to repent of the past is to do good in 
the present. He then proceeds to 
examine various solutions that have 
been put forward. First is that of Mr. 
G. D. A. Cole, whose approach to the 
problem is that of an expert eco- 
nomist and political theorist rather 
than of one who has seen the subject 
peoples themselves and discovered 
their mind and will. His solution is 
to "throw our conquests together into 
a common pool, so that all parts of 
Africa that are not fully self-govern- 
ing shall be put under the adminis- 
tration of an international body," the 
administrators to be answerable to a 
kind of Mandates Commission ap- 
pointed by the new Federal European 
authority. 

A good deal of space is devoted to 
the outline of a project put forward 
by Dr. W. B. Mumford, until recently 
head of the Colonial Department of 
the University of London Institute of 
Education. This seems to be in closer 
accord with the wishes of the African 
and other subject peoples and to gear 

it into a world process towards free- 
dom. Dr. Mumford lays down as a 
fundamental principle for Britain that 
she must make up her mind that the 
Colonies belong to the people who 
inhabit them; and that the goal is to 
make those dependencies as rapidly 
as possible independent member- 
States in a greater British Common- 
wealth of Nations. In the matter of 
self-government the path leads through 
indirect rule. We should train Afri- 
can civil servants for higher posts 
and African specialists in economics, 
social welfare, and the technique of 
modern government. By such a con- 
tinuous training of African leader- 
ship, successive stages toward self- 
government can be reached as capaci- 
ty develops. The second stage would 
be the development of area advisory 
African parliaments blending hered- 
itary chiefs with elected representa- 
tives of educated Africans and Euro- 
peans. The third stage envisages an 
executive cabinet of Europeans and 
Africans for each large area, with an 
African majority, leading to the 
handing over of complete authority 
to those developed African territorial 
legislatures. Such a process might 
take over half a century to complete, 
but it would be the greatest political 
achievement ever reached in the rela- 
tionship of tribal and European peo- 
ples. 

LIBERIA 
* The Weekly Mirror of Monrovia gives 
high praise to the Honorable Lester A. 
Walton, United States Minister to Li- 
beria, on the occasion of the completion 
of the new building of the Legation at 
Monrovia. The building was formally 
opened March 31 and is a fine structure 
with modern appointments. During his 
term of service Minister Walton has 
succeeded in negotiating four or more 
treaties between the United States and 
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Liberia and the relations between the 
two countries are in excellent condition. 
* There recently died at Cape Palmas 
the Right Reverend Theophilus Momolu 
Gardiner, Protestant Episcopal Suffra- 
gan Bishop, a member of the Vai tribe 
and the first native Liberian to be raised 
to the bishopric. He was 72 years old 
and trained in the mission schools 
of St. John's at Cape Mount, Liberia, 
where he was born. He was confirmed 
by Bishop Ferguson, ordained deacon 
in 1896 and became a priest in 1906. 
He came to the United States in 1921 
and was consecrated bishop by Bishop 
Daniel S. Tuttle. In 1928 he attended 
the forty-ninth triennial convention of 
the Episcopal Church. He leaves a 
widow and five grown children. 

IN THE WEST INDIES 
* An embargo has been placed on fruits 
from Jamaica imported into the British 

Empire. Nearly seventy per cent of the 
bananas from Jamaica are normally 
consumed in the United Kingdom. Mean- 
time various efforts are made to find 
other uses for bananas in Jamaica by 
turning them into flour and drying them. 

* The government of Jamaica is pro- 
ceding with the policy of land settle- 
ment 

The Department now operates 146 
properties and administers some 260,- 
000 acres of Crown Lands. Over 12,- 
370 allotments have been made on 
Land Settlement properties, represent- 
ing more than 60,000 persons. Land 
Settlement Associations have been 
formed in nearly all settlements, and 
attention is paid by them to matters 
of agriculture, health, education, and 
vocational instruction. With the as- 
sistance of the Department, recreation 
grounds are being prepared by mem- 

bers of the Association, and in several 
settlements community centers are be- 
ing erected. 

A Government corn-meal factory 
began operations in March. The fac- 
tory has a production capacity of 
70,000 to 80,000 bags per annum, and 
the raw material needed to enable the 
factory to work at full pressure rep- 
resents a cash value to the grower 
of from ?70,000 to ?80,000 at present 
prices. The condensed milk factory 
established at Bog Walk by the Ja- 
maica Milk Products Ltd., has proved 
to be of great benefit to the penkeep- 
ers. 

JEWS IN SAN DOMINGO 

* Jewish Frontier for February discuss- 
es the interesting experiment of settling 
fugitive Jews from Europe in San Do- 

mingo. Marie Syrkins writes 
The Dominican Republic, greater 

in size than Belgium or Holland, oc-. 
cupies the eastern two-thirds of the 
island of San Domingo. The western 
third is occupied by the Negro re- 
public of Haiti. Though Haiti has the 
lesser territory, its population is over 
2,500,000 in comparison with the Do- 
minican Republic's population of 1,- 
500,000. Whereas Haiti is almost en- 
tirely pure black, the Dominicans rep- 
resent a racial stock which varies from 
pure white of Spanish descent to mix- 
tures of Indian and Negro blood. The 
population is believed to be about 
one-third Negro. Trujillo's desire for 
white settlers may in part be explained 
by his fear of the black republic to 
the west which may overflow into his 
less populated and more spacious 
boundaries. Furthermore, he has 
vision enough to realize how much an 
influx of capital and ambitious, com- 
petent human material may do to de- 
velop the latent resources of his coun- 
try .... 

Sosua is a tract of land on the 
northern coast of the island consisting 

297 



PHYLON 

of 26,000 acres. It has been deeded 
outright to Dorsa* by Trujillo and is 
rent-free and tax-free. Verdant and 
richly wooded, on the shore of the 
Caribbean, it is a place of great natu- 
ral beauty. I was told by agricultural 
experts studying the locality that the 
soil is fertile and adapted to a di- 
versity of crops. I am in no position 
to judge these matters, but the green 
fields and abundance of trees and 
plants of various kinds on the sur- 
rounding hills certainly give the im- 
pression of land which would gen- 
erously repay cultivation. As a mat- 
ter of fact a considerable variety of 
vegetables other than the usual tropi- 
cal yucca, yams, beans and corn, are 
already being grown there.... 

The Association also hopes that in- 
dustries will develop around the ag- 
ricultural project, so as to make feas- 
ible the integration of 100,000 peo- 
ple, Jews and non-Jews, into the econ- 
omy of the Dominican Republic. The 
growing of bamboo for tropical furni- 
ture, large scale cheese manufacture, 
and boat-building, are some of the 
allied occupations which have been 
mentioned as growing naturally 
around the nucleus of the first settle- 
ment in Sosua, which represents only 
one colonization point in the island. 
Eventually to absorb the suggested 
100,000 settlers, colonization will 
have to take place in land adjacent to 
Sosua, or in other sections of the 
Dominican Republic. 

IN THE PHILIPPINES 

* A writer in the Philippine Social 
Science Review says 

Our tenant farmers are living and 
working under conditions that are 
onerous and burdensome. Rates of 
interest are usurious. The ignorant 
and the poor are exploited in different 
forms. In the rice provinces such 

*The abbreviated name of the Jewish organ- 
ization. 

practices have become institutional- 
ized. In some remote parts, even now, 
for every cavan of rice borrowed at 
planting time seven cavans of palay 
are paid at harvest time. Tenant farm- 
ers are used as the proverbial hewers 
of wood and carriers of water. They 
are not paid for labor in making im- 
provements though these improve- 
ments result in the benefit of both the 
landlord and the tenant. They live in 
hovels; their yards are unkept; their 
pigs are mongrel; their chickens are 
non-descript; in brief, they live in 
very miserable surroundings. On top 
of these, we find our farmers among 
the most inefficient agricultural pro- 
ducers of the world. Our methods 
are antiquated and wasteful. The fer- 
tility of our soil is being depleted 
rapidly and, with rare exceptions, 
nothing is being done to rebuild and 
improve it. Our population is in- 
creasing and the needs of our people 
are multiplying. Unable to supply 
our present requirements, yet we are 
draining our source of supply rapid- 
ly with little or no regard for the re- 
quirements of the generations to come. 
The people of our rural communities 
are living under pre-Magellan condi- 
tions. While in the centers of popu- 
lation we find running water, elec- 
tricity, cinematographs, radios, mod- 
ern means of transportation, and all 
the other modern conveniences, these 
are denied to the barrio inhabitants. 
While it is true that we did not have 
these things before, yet in the early 
days there was a sort of common de- 
nominator in our standard of living. 
The contrast between the rich and the 
poor was not so marked and conse- 
quently not so odious. 

WHITE AND COLORED IN AMERICA 

* The most recent census returns give 
a preliminary estimate of the color 

composition of the United States in 1940. 
The estimates are based on the prelimi- 
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nary tabulation of a five per cent cross- 
section of the 1940 census returns. The 

population is divided by color into 
white and non-white. The non-whites 
include Negroes, Indians, Chinese and 

Japanese 

American people that feels the strain 
of those forces more deeply than the 
13,000,000 Negroes who comprise the 
largest minority in our land. 

Discrimination, Jim Crowism, seg- 
regation and unemployment, from 
which the Negro people suffer in 

1940 1930 
Division and State 

Total Male Female Total Male Female 

United States .-...--------- 13,455,988 6,623,416 6,832,572 12,488,306 6,214,552 6,273,754 
Geographic Divisions: 

New England .-....--.- 107,510 54,844 52,666 101,121 52,123 48,998 
Middle Atlantic ---...- 1,303,574 624,288 679,286 1,081,889 543,297 538,592 
East North Central - 1,094,403 538,039 556,364 961,205 495,301 465,904 
West North Central-, 405,362 202,567 202,795 383,623 195,252 188,371 
South Atlantic ..---.--. 4,731,805 2,327,017 2,404,788 4,443,614 2,168,762 2,274,852 
East South Central .-- 2,785,633 1,354,606 1,431,027 2,661,197 1,303,306 1,357,891 
West South Central-, 2,495,460 1,221,140 1,274,320 2,380,853 1,176,208 1,204,645 
Mountain .-............ ..- 170,600 89,355 81,245 148,889 80,186 68,703 
Pacific -,....-....... 361,641 211,560 150,081 325,915 200,117 125,798 

The increase of whites between 1930 
and 1940 was 7.2 per cent while the 
increase of the colored was 7.7 per cent. 
Thus in 1940, 89.8 per cent of the popu- 
lation of the United States was white 
and 10.2 per cent colored. 

WAR AND WORK 

* Just as the white unions are taking 
advantage of war conditions to increase 
their wages and just as corporate indus- 

try is increasing its profits by leaps and 
bounds because of national war wants 
so the American Negro, with perhaps 
much more justifiable reasons, is syste- 
matically demanding employment es- 

pecially in war industries. The Negro 
Congress, of which Max Yergan is presi- 
dent, issued a statement in April which 
said 

At this crucial stage in our coun- 
try's history there are mighty forces 
that seek to undermine democracy in 
the name of defending democratic 
rights. There is no section of the 

normal times, have become much more 
acute as the country drives to war. We 
are told that the "defense" program 
is to prepare the nation for a defense 
of democracy. Yet scarcely any fea- 
ture of the program stands out more 
distinctly than the discrimination 
which is being enforced upon Negro 
Americans. While it is true that a 
Negro Brigadier-General has been ap- 
pointed, widespread discrimination is 
being carried out against Negro draf- 
tees, and Negro participation in the 
expanding United States Army re- 
mains on a completely Jim Crow 
basis. 

It is still the shocking truth that in 
the Navy, Negroes cannot rise higher 
than mess boys. To add insult to in- 
jury, eighteen young Negroes who had 
the courage to ask for that equality 
which they are guaranteed by the 
United States Constitution were re- 
cently "undesirably discharged" from 
the United States Navy. In the Air 
Corps the vicious policy of Jim Crow- 
ism is continued in the provision made 
for training a Negro pursuit squadron. 

This discrimination is in clear viola- 
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tion of the Constitution of the United 
States. Leaders of government who 
impose this "second rate citizenship" 
on the Negro people seek to justify 
themselves by claiming that integra- 
tion of Negroes in the armed forces 
will be "destructive to morale." Their 
attitude is a serious challenge to the 
very heart of American democracy. 
In fact, these leaders have taken defi- 
nite steps in the enforcing of Jim 
Crowism as a national policy. 

And today they carry this policy 
one step further in the exclusion of 
Negro workers from jobs in defense 
industries. This is true, particularly 
in the aircraft industries, but it ex- 
tends to chemical, munitions, electri- 
cal, foundry and other industries. The 
job "boom" about which we have read 
much in the newspapers and heard 
from various officials has passed the 
Negro worker by. 

* Further effort has been made by 
other organizations like the National 
Urban League and the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People. Finally a national Negro 
March on Washington was planned. As 
a result of this pressure the Office of 
Production Management issued a state- 
ment early in the spring. June 25, the 
President issued an executive order 
which said among other things 

Whereas there is evidence that 
available and needed workers have 
been barred from employment in in- 
dustries engaged in defense produc- 
tion solely because of consideration 
of race, creed, color, or national ori- 
gin, to the detriment of workers' mor- 
ale and of national unity: 

Now therefore, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and the statutes, and as a 
prerequisite to the successful conduct 
of our national defense production 

effort, I do hereby reaffirm the policy 
of the United States that there shall 
be no discrimination in the employ- 
ment of workers in defense indus- 
tries or government because of race, 
creed, color or national origin, and 
I do hereby declare that it is the 
duty of employers and of labor or- 
ganizations, in furtherance of said 
policy and of this order, to provide 
for the full and equitable participa- 
tion of all workers in defense indus- 
tries, without discrimination because 
of race, creed, color or national 
origin. 

And it is hereby ordered as fol- 
lows: 

1. All departments and agencies 
of the Government of the United 
States concerned with vocational and 
training programs for defense pro- 
duction shall take special measures 
appropriate to assure that such pro- 
grams are administered without dis- 
crimination because of race, creed, 
color, or national origin; 

2. All contracting agencies of the 
Government of the United States 
shall include in all defense contracts 
hereafter negotiated by them a pro- 
vision obligating the contractor not 
to discriminate against any worker 
because of race, creed, color, or na- 
tional origin. 

* This action parallels in many ways 
the situation during the first World 
War when the government was forced by 
similar pressure, first to call a meeting 
of Negro editors in Washington; sec- 

ondly, to make a strong statement 

against lynching; and third, to start a 

training camp which resulted in the 

commissioning of seven hundred Negro 
officers. The present movement is much 
more fundamental as it is aimed at the 
economic exclusion of Negroes from 

industry. 
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WAR AND ECONOMICS 
* Sir Hubert Wilkins, famed for his 
Arctic exploration, stressed in a recent 
interview the economic aspects of war 

Politicians, he says, must represent 
their constituents at home and there- 
fore cannot think internationally. 
Economists are dominated by the 
politicians. Only the scientists know 
no boundaries. 

This is important to Sir Hubert 
because the only permanent solution 
to war, he adds, is world co-operation 
to guarantee economic security. Only 
hungry men fight; and until the fu- 
ture is made secure for all persons, 
wars will continue intermittently. 

Making all persons secure is not 
an overnight task. It may take 500 
years, or longer. In the end it will 
mean security of food supply, of 
shelter, of clothes, and of all the 
necessities of life. 

The first step is up to the scientist, 
according to the 52-year-old explorer 
who studied the Arctic by submarine. 
The scientist has learned to control 
the soil and the sea. Now he must 
learn to control the air. 

Sir Hubert emphasizes the im- 
portance of air and its mysterious 
currents. He knows how they influ- 
ence food supplies and clothing. He 
knows how a "have"? nation can be 
made a "have not" nation because 
of adverse weather conditions. 

? In the issue of the Nation forecasting 
the possibilities of a Hitler peace and a 
Hitler defeat, Harold K. Laski declares 
that the present war is 

a declaration of bankruptcy on the 
part of capitalist civilization. It is 
the proof that the operation of the 
profit-making motive can no longer 
produce either a just or a peaceful 
society. It proves that the forces of 
privilege stand in the way of that 
access to the potentialities science has 
now made possible for us; that, 
unless their power is arrested now, 

they will destroy, to preserve them- 
selves, all the democratic institu- 
tions and procedures of freedom 
which have struggled so painfully to 
recognition in the last four centuries. 

The central problem for our rulers 
is that they should understand in time 
that we have reached an epoch cer- 
tain to be as decisive in its results as 
that which saw the fall of Rome, or 
that which, with the Reformation, 
witnessed the rise of the middle class 
to power. We have now to plan the 
economic and social foundations of 
our life in the interest of the whole 
community, or to relapse into a new 
dark age in which the outlaws every- 
where will rule us. A system which 
frustrates the possibilities of science, 
which condemns millions to poverty 
and ignorance, which maintains its 

authority by methods which are too 
often an outrage on human decency, 
cannot expect to secure for that 

authority the allegiance of millions 
who have no interest in its continu- 
ance ... 

I should like to see Great Britain 

pledge the utmost it can afford from 
its resources to the reconstruction of 
stricken Europe; and I should like 
to see an emphasis from its leaders 
that, subject to the primary rights 
of their own inhabitants, it is willing 
to place those of its colonies not yet 
ready for self-government under in- 
ternational mandate.... 

The new imperialism, in short, of 
which Hitler and Mussolini are the 

protagonists, must be met by our 
abandonment of that imperialism 
which regards colonial peoples as 
the fit subject of economic exploita- 
tion. And, if we accept this as desir- 
able, we must come to the peace con- 
ference with clean hands. We do not 
do so while India is a plaintiff before 
the bar of history demanding a right 
to self-government which we persist- 
ently refuse to recognize. 
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THE UNITED STATES, NORTH AND 
SOUTH 

* George W. Streator writes in America, 
the Catholic Weekly, for March 22, 
1941, contrasting social and economic 
opportunities of Negroes North and 
South and says 

The intelligent Negro (he is with 
us in growing numbers) is prevented 
from advancing into the class of 
society for which he has been edu- 
cated and for which he has trained 
himself. Obviously, we are not argu- 
ing that the intelligent Negro is ex- 
pected to marry the Governor's 
daughter as a prize for his college 
degree. The fear of race mixture and 
attendant "impurities" is not a mat- 
ter worth proving or disproving 
among intelligent people. This is 
something that time and time alone 
will prove, and which time already 
has made in the form of jokes and 
pranks against prejudices .... 

Negro carpenters, however, are 
working in South Carolina, but can- 
not work, even when they hold union 
cards, in many parts of the North. 
Negro artisans have been all but 
wiped out in cities like New York 
and Philadelphia, even in trades that 
once they dominated. We know that 
young men trained in our best 
Northern schools are being denied 
work in our factories which are pro- 
viding material (but certainly not 
cultural) preparedness in a program 
of segregated economy. Patches of 
Negro artisans are employed in de- 
fense building but no progress is 
being made in opening up jobs in 
our great trade-centers like New 
York. It is the white-collar Negro 
worker who suffers most. That is why 
we find college graduates selling 
Communism, along with the "num- 
bers" and other vices. 

Hence, it is not only the lower 
class or classes that are being de- 
moralized, but the upper classes of 

skilled workers, and white-collar 
people. In short, segregation and dis- 
crimination, Northern style, have 
done more to destroy stable classes 
among its Negro citizens than lynch- 
ing, for lynchings, no matter how 
vicious, have not destroyed the cul- 
tural and economic development of 
a section of the intelligent South like 
Durham, North Carolina. The tobacco 
workers in Durham and some success- 
ful farmers make the difference. 

THE CIO 

* At the fourth annual convention of 
the International Longshoremen and 
Warehousemen's Union, a CIO affiliate 
headed by Harry Bridges, adopted at 
its Los Angeles meeting in April a new 
constitution which declares that race, 
religion, creed, color, nationality and 

political affiliation must not be used 
to bar any one from joining the organ- 
ization. 

BOSTON 

* In the columns of the Boston Tran- 

script, which recently ceased publica- 
tion after many years of high class 

journalism, Luther Conant, Jr., has 
dealt with the subject "The Heritage of 
the Abolitionist." This was a study of 
the Boston Hospital situation with re- 

gard to Negroes and is reproduced by 
Zion's Herald 

It is impossible in the year 1941 
for a Negro woman to be delivered 
by a Negro doctor in a Boston hos- 
pital. It is impossible for a Negro 
patient to be treated by a Negro 
physician or a Negro surgeon in a 
Boston hospital. It is infinitely harder 
for a Negro student to gain admit- 
tance to an outstanding medical 
school than it was two generations 
ago . . 
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So far as we could learn, there is 
only one hospital in Boston where 
Negro girls are admitted to the 
nurses' training school or to a staff 
position. 

It is increasingly difficult for Negro 
medical students to obtain the same 
clinical experience as their white 
classmates. Boston University, which 
once had many more Negro medical 
students than it does today, said very 
frankly that they warn incoming 
Negro students of this difficulty. They 
are proud of the fact, however, that 
they have so far been able to provide 
sufficient clinical experience. 

A spokesman for the Harvard Med- 
ical School told us it was merely by 
chance that there had been no Negro 
students enrolled since 1927 and none 
graduated since 1931. There would 
be one next year, he said. 

Only one doctor in Boston, according 
to Mr. Conant, was willing to make a 
comment on the situation for publica- 
tion. He was the world-renowned phy- 
sician, Dr. Hugh Cabot. He said 

A situation such as exists in Bos- 
ton is illogical and improper. I have 
sympathy for hospital trustees in the 
problem, but no respect for those who 
exclude Negro physicians. 
Mr. Conant's column closes with 

these sadly significant words: 

The obvious result of this blank 
wall for the Negro physician, and 
more particularly the surgeon, is that 
the New England trained Negro, 
willing and eager to serve his com- 
munity, is forced, by and large, to 
seek a career elsewhere. 
And this is Boston! Too bad. 

SOUTHERN TRADITIONS 

* A curious tempest in a tea-pot has 

developed in Georgia and a new crime 

called "violating Southern traditions" 
has been developed. It arose because 
Dr. Walter D. Cocking, born in Iowa, 
and Dean of the School of Education 
in the University of Georgia, outlined 
last year a policy of the College of 
Education which was to last until 1950. 
He published a pamphlet on the sub- 
ject and Mrs. Sylla W. Hamilton, 
daughter of a colonel in the Confed- 
erate Army, avers that at a faculty 
meeting of the school 

Speaking, he held the book in his 
hand. He did not read from it. He 
said that he wished to build a train- 
ing school within 30 minutes' drive 
of Athens where the graduates of the 
school could do their practice teach- 
ing, practice teaching being required 
of all graduates of the College of 
Education. This school, he said, was 
to be for both black and whites-in 
order to uplift the state of Georgia. 
He called on several people for opin- 
ions. He turned to me and said: 
"What do you think of this plan, 
Mrs. Hamilton?" I replied: "That 
you should propose to do this thing 
in the state of Georgia is both 
astounding and amazing." 
As a result Dr. Cocking was opposed 

by the Governor of Georgia for re- 
election and charges preferred against 
him which were heard by the Board of 
Regents of the University. After the 

hearing Dr. Cocking was re-employed 
by a vote of eight to seven. The gov- 
ernor is still displeased and has asked 
three of the regents to resign, and may 
take further action against Dr. Cocking 
through his power over the budget. He 

says that "there are too many profes- 
sors from without the state, raised under 
different environment from the Georgia 
people." 
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ATLANTA 

* The Atlanta Constitution recently 
published an editorial on Sam Brown 

"Bishop" Sam Brown he called 
himself. He was a huge, coal-black 
Negro, born in South Carolina. It 
is to be presumed he was approxi- 
mately the same in appearance, and in 
apparent opportunity, when he was 
a pickaninny playing in a dusty yard 
in front of the Carolina cabin he 
knew as home. 

But consider what he did with his 
life, which ended last week when he 
died at the age of 61. 

Sam Brown went to the Philippines 
as a United States soldier during the 
Spanish-American war. Just one pri- 
vate soldier among thousands. After 
the shooting was all over, he was 
mustered out of the Army in San 
Francisco. There was, however, some- 
thing about the Philippines that had 
called to him. So he went back. 

There are 6,000,000 non-Christian 
natives on the islands. Many of them 
were dangerous savages. Head hunt- 
ers. But Sam Brown thought he could 
teach the gospel of brotherly love 
among these primitives. He formed 
what he called the non-Christian 
Tribes Church of the Philippines. He 
appointed himself bishop. He strap- 
ped a couple of guns around his hips 
and set out into the interior to carry 
the gospel wherever he could go. He 
learned to speak Spanish and four of 
the native dialects of the Philippines 
as well. 

He was no weakling, was "Bishop" 
Sam. He could cuss when, in his opin- 
ion, the occasion warranted. He took 
a little nip of liquor now and then. He 
referred to all women as "skirts," 
and his was a rough and tumble sort 
of religion. 

But he claimed 6,000,000 follow- 
ers after his teachings and none can 
deny that he vastly improved the 

ways of life among the savage tribes. 
He diminished greatly, even if he 
did not quite eradicate, the lethal 
habits of the head-hunters and he 
induced many a native "skirt" to tell 
her boy friend she desired no babies' 
heads as wedding gifts. 

Sam Brown began life in the same 
status as millions of others of his 
race. But he made of life a glorious 
adventure and, in doing so, made one 
corner of the world a better place in 
which to live. 

Who can say more? 

* J. H. Calhoun, Jr., a colored real 
estate man, reports improvement in the 

housing conditions of Atlanta Negroes 
due to the efforts of the United States 

The housing projects, three now 
open and two more under construc- 
tion, call for 2,973 family units, 
about 2,100 units were eliminated to 
make way for them, and since some 
of the old units held more than one 
family, the two numbers practically 
balance. There are approximately 
20,000 Negro families in Atlanta 
under the 1940 census, with average 
of a shade over five persons to the 
family. 

Project apartments are not open 
to families with income exceeding 
$1,200 annually. Calhoun estimated 
there were 2,000 families with an in- 
come from this figure to $3,000, and a 
smaller number with a higher in- 
come. Average income he placed at 
near $600. Rental in the projects 
varies from $10 to $20 per unit, 
based on earnings of the occupants. 

Privately owned property has 
shown an increase of 10 per cent in 
rentals since 1937, four-room houses 
in good sections going from an $18 
to $20 range to a $20 to $22 figure. 

Calhoun said the greatest problem 
faces the family with income from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Because of economic 
instability, few dare build their own 
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homes. Some 300 homes were built 
by Negroes last year, but generally 
they were from a higher income 
bracket. 

* A white high school boy in Atlanta 
has won a second prize of $500 in the 
American Magazine Art Forum compo- 
sition. His painting, done in water color 
with an air brush, is a striking Negro 
face with the academic mortar-board. 
He tells how he happened to paint it 

I thought this was a good time to 
paint something about the education 
of Negroes, since so many people are 
interested. I went out to Morehouse 
College, and they showed me around, 
and let me look at what was going on, 
and gave me some booklets about the 
school. From this, I gradually got 
an idea for the painting. I didn't get 
started until about a week before the 
contest closed, because I was so busy 
on the class annual. 

The picture, in tones of yellow, 
brown and black, offers a study of a 
Negro face, with symbolic figures at 
the left, representing concern for 
music, science and the arts. It is done 
with an arresting forceful simplicity. 

With the $500 Roy has three sepa- 
parate and conflicting plans, first, to 
save it; second, to use it as an art 
scholarship fund, and third, to buy 
an automobile. 

"My father's in the automobile 
business," he said, practically reveal- 
ing what an economist would term 
a trend and a detective would feel 
sure was a clue. "I could get a pretty 
good discount on a car through him." 

PSYCHOLOGY AND RACE 

* The Institute for Psychoanalysis has 
issued a pamphlet, "Living Together," 
by Edwin R. Embree, of the Rosenwald 
Fund. Mr. Embree says 

Fear and dislike of strange people 
have been common throughout his- 
tory. Wars have been fought time out 
of mind because of conflict of race 
and religion and economic ambition. 
This was understandable when men 
were provincial and admittedly ig- 
norant about the world and human 
relationship. Antagonism to alien 
groups was of small consequence 
when tribes lived in isolation, when 
it was possible for differing peoples 
to keep at a distance from one an- 
other. 

But today the world has shrunk to 
a single closely related province. 
Travel, trade, and communications 
have brought all peoples onto one 
another's doorsteps. We all know that 
Boston is closer by regular commer- 
cial travel to Japan and Australia 
and Buenos Aires today than it was 
in colonial times to New York or 
Philadelphia; that the food and es- 
sential supplies of all industrial na- 
tions come from every continent; 
that recent bank failures in Vienna 
brought financial panic in London 
and Tokyo and New York; that we 
hear by radio reports from Germany 
and England and China and Turkey 
as often and as avidly as we listen 
to broadcasts from neighboring 
towns; that our newspapers daily give 
more space to happenings on the 
other side of the world than to news 
from adjoining villages; that Nazi 
violences in Germany at once touch 
off smoldering greed in Japan, hate 
in America, and a whole train of con- 
sequences in remote African villages. 

The shrinking of the world has 
brought all peoples closer together. 
But mere acquaintance does not bring 
friendship. Sometimes it works just 
the other way. Those areas, for ex- 
ample, which have the greatest num- 
bers of Negroes or Jews or Irish 
Catholics often have the greatest 
prejudices against them. Swift travel 
across the Pacific has brought no 

305 



PHYLON 

greater love between East and West. 
Harmony comes only by deep under- 
standing . 

Intelligent reading of history shows 
how now one race and region and 
now another has carried the torch 
of civilization. At one time Egypt 
led the world, at another China; for 
a long period the Mediterranean 
Greeks and Romans flowered in art 
and literature, in law and organiza- 
tion; more recently the peoples of 
northern and western Europe and 
their descendants in America have 
forged ahead. Peoples of the most 
varied stock, finding a fortunate en- 
vironment and starting a new fer- 
ment of ideas, rose for a time, then 
gave place to very different stocks 
in different regions. 

If supposedly inferior peoples had 
been curbed throughout world his- 
tory, our ancestors-crude, barba- 
rians roaming the forests of Gaul and 
Briton-would surely have been 
among those selected for destruction. 
We owe our place in the sun today 
to the fact that no previously arro- 
gant people annihilated or completely 
suppressed their neighbors, even such 
unpromising neighbors as our fore- 
fathers. This escape of ours should 
give us pause as we view races which 
seem below us in mechanical power 
or in some other aspect of develop- 
ment that happens to be in fashion 

today. Live and let live is not only 
good ethics; it appears throughout 
history to be the way to insure con- 
tinued movement in the tides of civili- 
zation. 

Furthermore, we are beginning to 
realize that at any given era various 
races have special talents which en- 
rich the total society. Today the 
Caucasians of western Europe and 
America have so much mechanical 
power that they nearly rule the world. 
But even now other cultures offer 
much which these "Nordics" lack. 
The graceful arts of living so beauti- 
fully developed in Bali and the many 
islands of the Pacific, the intellectual 
keenness and nervous energy of the 
Jews, the creativeness in art and music 
of the Negroes, the daring and hardi- 
hood and individual resourcefulness 
of the American Indians, the calm 
dignity of the Chinese, the energy and 
drive of the Japanese, the enjoyment 
of life regardless of material luxuries 
and mechanical gadgets of the Mex- 
icans-all these have their place in 
a rich world society quite as much 
as the scientific genius and organiz- 
ing efficiency of the western Euro- 
peans. Just as we have built material 
wealth by exchange of goods through- 
out the world, so-we are beginning 
to learn-we may enrich society by 
cultural exchange in ideas and the 
arts of living. 
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