
Clark Atlanta University

A Chronicle of Race Relations
Author(s): W. E. B. Du Bois
Source: Phylon (1940-1956), Vol. 3, No. 2 (2nd Qtr., 1942), pp. 206-220
Published by: Clark Atlanta University
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/271529
Accessed: 21/08/2010 03:56

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp. JSTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless
you have obtained prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a journal or multiple copies of articles, and you
may use content in the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=cau.

Each copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or printed
page of such transmission.

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Clark Atlanta University is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to Phylon (1940-
1956).

http://www.jstor.org

http://www.jstor.org/stable/271529?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=cau


A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

By W. E. B. DU BOIS 

THE CHANGING FACE OF WAR 
* Since the opening of this war there 
have been significant changes in the state- 
ment of its objects. First it was clearly 
the defense of certain small nations 

against German and Italian oppression. 
When Russia joined Germany and the 
attack on England rose to its height, 
the war seemed clearly the defense of 
democratic institutions against the dic- 
tators; and also behind that, the defense 
of freedom in private industry as against 
state socialism. Then came the first sud- 
den change in the attack of Germany 
upon Russia. This made Russian aid 
welcome to western Europe and America 
even if it was only a diversion from 

England of German military might. 
When it afterward became more than 
this, Russia was taken more or less 

completely into the organized defense 

against Germany and Italy but it was 
difficult to reconcile the economic aims 
of Russia with the organization of in- 

dustry in western Europe and America. 
Indeed Hitler and Hess tried to unite 

the fear of communism in the Western 
World into a crusade against Russia; 
but Hitler had lied too often to be be- 
lieved, and the Nazi treatment of capital- 
ism was little better in English and 
American eyes than Russia's. Neverthe- 
less, many Englishmen and Americans 

agreed with Moore- Brabizon's secret 
hope that both "pests" might destroy 
each other. 

When the Atlantic Charter was drafted 
Europe and Europe alone was in the 
minds of Roosevelt and Churchill. They 
demanded for the European white world 
democratic methods of government and 
self-determination together with equal 
rights in colonial possessions. There 
was also mention of better income for 
labor and social security and a demand 
for world police. Back of this was a 
widespread feeling that a union of 
Anglo-Saxon power should police and 
rule the world. 

Then December 7, 1941, came a revo- 
lutionary occurrence. Japan had for 
sometime been in the war but not promi- 
nent in the thought of men. She was 
conceived of as fighting to replace 
Europe as the master power for exploit- 
ing China with vague ambitions for 

leadership in Asia. 
When Japan openly attacked Great 

Britain and the United States a new 
face was put on the war; and when 
in a series of advances she dominated 
French Indo-China and Thailand; over- 
ran the Malay Peninsula and captured 
Singapore; made herself master of the 
East Indian Archipelago and then at- 
tacked both Burma and the outposts 
of Australia; when all this occurred in 

breath-taking succession, "t h e whole 
shadowy pantomime that used to be 

Europe was altered" as Anne O'Hare 
McCormick wrote in the New York 
Times 
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The figure is somehow diminished. 
Germany itself in this last year is 
reduced in scale. Russia has altered 
the proportions of the European 
drama. Asia has thrown its monstrous 
shadow over the little western islands 
and peninsulas we call Europe. 
The Times itself editorially declared 

"the dross of imperialism is being 
burned away in the heat of this war." 
Pearl S. Buck, the novelist, said 

Whatever the outcome of this total 
war of mankind, the world afterward 
will not be the world we know today. 
Freedom will be established as a 
principle or it will be lost, not race 
by race or nation by nation, but as 
a human essence. 

* In other words race and race rela- 
tions moved to a foremost place in the 
reasons for the conflict. To be sure the 
problem of Jews had appeared in the 
first rise of Hitler but this was an arti- 
ficial race problem emphasized purely 
for propaganda. When, however, Japan 
began her attempted conquest of Asia 
the problem of the peoples of India 
and the East had to be considered. 
One of the first results was a contra- 
diction of Mr. Churchill's statement that 
the Atlantic Charter applied to Europe 
alone; President Roosevelt stated flatly 
that it applied to the whole world. But 
this was more than a contradiction; it 
was the admission of a world revolution 
which involved the relations of the white 
and colored peoples. For while there 
was from the beginning no doubt of the 
development and practice of democratic 
methods in England, it could not by 
any stretch of imagination be said that 
the British Commonwealth of Nations 
was built on democratic lines; and the 
problems of the three or four hundred 
millions of India was continually forc- 

ing itself to the front. Churchill and 
others attempted to brush this problem 
aside as a question to be settled after 
the war, but the action of Japan forced 
its consideration during the war. Sir 
Shanmukham Chetty, director of the 
Indian Government Purchasing Mission 
in the United States, declared frankly 

It is only by convincing the Orien- 
tal people that liberty and equality 
are the birthright of all nations, irre- 
spective of color, that you can gen- 
erate in the masses of India and 
China that moral force and fervor 
which are as much needed as machines 
and munitions for winning this war. 

+ This was corroborated during the 
progress of Japan's advance. It was 
evident that the natives offered no 
noticeable opposition to Japanese aims 
in the Malay Peninsula or in the Indian 
Archipelago. They evidently cooperated 
with the Japanese in Thailand and 
Burma, and the whole question of the 
relation of white and colored peoples 
was raised by Japan's slogan "Asia for 
the Asiatics." 

Not that this changed aspect of the 
war was clear to all men; Professor 
Archibald Henderson of the University 
of North Carolina offered a twelve 
point program as late as March eleventh 
which made no distinct mention of the 
peoples of Asia and Africa; while Max 
W. Ball of Alberta, Canada, speaking 
before the American Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgical Engineers, declared 
frankly 

Because we are capable of govern- 
ing ourselves, after a fashion, and of 
respecting the rights of our neighbors, 
we assume that all men have the same 
desire and ability. Nothing could be 
more false or more dangerous. The 
Art of self-government is not an in- 
herent gift; it is the product of long 
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and painful practice. Those of us 
who speak the English tongue have 
taken more than six centuries to 
achieve it in its present imperfect 
state. 
Only the English-speaking peoples, 
the Scandinavian peoples, the Swiss, 
the Dutch and the Belgians have 
demonstrated their ability to govern 
themselves. 
On the other hand, Lin Yutang, the 

Chinese author, writes 
Certainly neither in the United 

States nor in England has any polit- 
ical leader said or done anything to 
bid for the support of Asia's millions 
or given them an incentive to better 
fighting morale. The British Secretary 
of State for India, L. S. Amery, in 
a speech at the Manchester Lunch 
Club on Nov. 19, 1941, showed no 
apprehension of the military neces- 
sity of giving the Indians something 
to fight for in this war, and discussed 
the whole India situation as leisurely, 
complacently and imperturbably as 
if England and the United States 
without the support of the Asiatics 
could hold Japan in Asia. 
He is supported by Dr. Frederick L. 

Schuman of Williams College who as- 
serted at the Vassar College Political 
Association Conference 

We must lay the basis now for 
winning the peace, for if we do not 
we will lose the war .... 

It would be necessary to win the 
active support of the 350,000,000 
Europeans under Hitler's domination, 
the 350,000,000 Asiatics controlled by 
the Japanese, the 100,000,000 South 
Americans whose leaders have not 
made up their minds yet as to which 
side to join, and the millions in 
Africa and India, before the United 
Nations could hope to achieve ulti- 
mate victory. These peoples, he said, 
would either play a role as our allies 
or our enemies' allies. 
James Marshall, president of the 

Board of Education of New York, said 
at the meeting of educators in Cali- 
fornia 

Let us declare that it is not a 
hegemony of the English-speaking 
world for which we battle. Let us 
be clear that this is no war against 
a yellow peril. These are the sug- 
gestions of the devil, for they belie 
the democratic principle of equality. 

They carry the seed of the old 
imperialisms and are part of the 
brew from which this day has come; 
for the yellow peril finds its parallel 
in Asia for the Asiatics, and world 
domination by the English-speaking 
peoples is a mere paraphrase of Hit- 
ler's world dominance by the Aryan 
master race. 
Let us proclaim that there is to be 
no subjugated race, no militant na- 
tionalism and no exploitation of the 
wealth and lives of others. Let us 
dedicate ourselves to the proposition 
that the peace after the war must be 
largely education and re-education of 
peoples who have not had their in- 
tegrity respected. 
Stalin, head of the Soviet Union, 

explains the strength of Russian resist- 
ance against German aggression in 
terms of race relations 

Lastly, the strength of the Red 
Army lies in the fact that it does not 
and cannot entertain racial hatred for 
other peoples, including the German 
people; that it has been brought up 
in a spirit of equality of all peoples 
and nations, in a spirit of respect for 
rights of other peoples. The Germans' 
racial theory and the practice of 
racial hatred brought about a situa- 
tion where all freedom-loving people 
became enemies of fascist Germany. 

The theory of racial equality in 
the Soviet Union and the practice of 
respect for the rights of other peoples 
brought about a situation where all 
freedom-loving peoples became the 
friends of the Soviet Union. This is 
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a source of strength to the Red Army. 
This is also a source of weakness to 
the German fascist army. 

INDIA 
? The eyes of the world are today 
turned toward India. Both in England 
and America great stress is being put 
upon the difficulty of granting anything 
like autonomy or democratic institutions 
to India because of the sharp differences 
of opinions among Indians. But the 
steady advance of Japan through Burma 
has made it necessary for both English- 
men and Americans to face facts. Sharp 
differences of opinion within a land are 
not necessarily an argument against 
autonomy. It is rather a sign of virility 
and thought, and brings forward the 
question as to who can settle these prob- 
lems best: the country itself or an out- 
side power. 

The leading groups in India today 
are the Indian National Congress Party 
which comes more nearly than any 
other organization to representing the 
majority of the nation regardless of 
religion or caste. Next is the All-India 
Moslem League which does not repre- 
sent all the Moslems but seems to rep- 
resent the large landholders, and has 
been demanding a separate Moslem 
state. Next come six hundred Indian 
princes whose very existence an d 
privileges depend on British overlords 
and who rule for the most part with- 
out democratic restraint and in oppo- 
sition to the liberal elements in their 
own lands. With their great wealth, 
heavy taxation and state monopolies 
they can be counted on to oppose any 
grant of national autonomy or demo- 
cratic methods. Finally, there are the 
extremists: men like Subhas Chandra 

Bose who believed in fighting and re- 
cently died in an airplane crash in 
Japan. The most influential leader in 
the Congress Party is the well-known 
Mohandas K. Gandhi, who has said in 
his last reported speech 

In spite of my love for the British, 
I think their imperialism has been 
the greatest crime against India. 

The immediate thing therefore that 
the British government should do is to 
confess the wrong and undo it. 

Of the undoing there is as yet no 
sign visible in the Indian sky. Yet 
I cannot help thinking that before 
Britain can claim moral superiority 
she must take this first step. 

Then all else follows as day follows 
night. 
Another outstanding Indian leader is 

Pandit Jawaharal Nehru, a man of 
aristocratic descent and English univer- 
sity education, who from an attitude of 
comparative indifference to his fellow 
Indians has come to be their second 
greatest leader. It is a commentary 
upon the situation in India that this 
comparatively moderate social reformer 
should have already spent many long 
years in prison because of his steadfast 
advocacy of Indian autonomy. It was 
chiefly to him that the British sent the 
head of China, Chiang Kai-shek, to In- 
dia. Gandhi, Nehru and others listened 
thoughtfully to the head of the Chinese 
state. Nehru's reply was clear 

On the arrival of Chiang Kai-shek 
in New Delhi I found it whispered 
that we were going to change our 
policy. 

This is not a fact. It is an insult 
to him, as well as to us, to think 
there will be a change in our policy 
on his arrival. 

Our decision was made after ma- 
ture thought. India will not accept 
any rule-including Japanese or Ger- 
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man-but the rule of the Indian 
masses. 
Nehru has expressed the object of 

his followers in his autobiography 
We want independence and not 

Dominion or any other status. Every 
thinking person knows that the whole 
conception of Dominion status be- 
longs to past history; it has no future. 
It cannot survive this war, whatever 
the result of the war. But, whether 
it survives or not, we want none of 
it. We do not want to be bound down 
to a group of nations which has 
dominated and exploited over us; we 
will not be in an Empire in some 
parts of which we are treated as 
helots and where racialism runs riot. 
We want to cut adrift from the finan- 
cial domination of the City of London. 
We want to be completely free with 
no reservations or exceptions, except 
such as we ourselves approve, in 
common with others, in order to join 
a Federation of Nations, or a new 
World Order. If this new World 
Order or Federation does not come 
in the near future, we should like to 
be closely associated in a federation 
with our neighbors - China, Burma, 
Ceylon, Afghanistan, Persia. We are 
prepared to take risks and face dan- 
gers. We do not want the so-called 
protection of the British Army or 
Navy. We shall shift for ourselves. 

Chiang Kai-shek declared as a result 
of his visit 

I hope Britain, without waiting for 
any demand on the part of the Indian 
people, as speedily as possible will 
give them real political power so 
they will be in a position to develop 
further their spiritual and material 
strength. 

The Indian people thus would real- 
ize that their participation in the war 
was not merely to aid anti-aggression 
nations to secure victory but also the 
turning-point in their struggle for 
their own freedom. 

* It is said that this statement fell on 
London "with the impact of an explo- 
sive" blasting open the situation that 
has been growing increasingly troubled 
since the war began. The weekly Trib- 
une which often expresses the views of 
Sir Stafford Cripps wrote 

As we write we are told that the 
cabinet has failed to arrive at the 
agreed solution. The cabinet need 
not worry. The matter is out of their 
hands. .. 

No half-measures have any value 
now. The Indian revolution is on. 
There is only one possible chance 
to make up a little of the lost time 
and still to spike the guns of the Bose 
opposition. 

Nehru must be asked to become 
prime minister and minister of de- 
fense with full powers and with a 
provisional all-Indian legislative as- 
sembly to act as the representative 
organ of the state.... Make no mis- 
take. This is not opportunity knock- 
ing at our door-it is history batter- 
ing it down. 

* Prime Minister Churchill made a 
statement March eleventh before the 
House of Commons, in which he said 
in part 

The crisis in the affairs of India 
arising out of the Japanese advance 
has made us wish to rally all forces 
of Indian life to guard their land 
from the menace of the invader. 

In August, 1940, a full statement 
was made about the aims and policy 
we are pursuing in India. .... 

However, in order to clothe these 
general declarations with precision 
and to convince all classes, races and 
creeds in India of our sincere resolve, 
the War Cabinet have agreed unitedly 
upon conclusions for present and 
future action which, if accepted by 
India as a whole, would avoid the 
alternative dangers: either that re- 
sistance of a powerful minority might 
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impose an indefinite veto upon the 
wishes of the majority, or that a 
majority decision might be taken 
which would be resisted to a point 
destructive of internal harmony and 
fatal to the setting up of a new con- 
stitution. 
He announced that Sir Stafford 

Cripps, former British ambassador to 
Russia and now Lord Privy Seal was 
being sent to India to negotiate terms 
of cooperation. 

The mission of Sir Stafford Cripps 
has met difficulties. He bore an offer 
to India of full dominion status with the 
right of ultimate secession after the war 
and some participation in government 
together with a restoration of provincial 
self-government during the war. In the 
proposed dominion status, separate do- 
minions for the Moslems and perhaps 
for other groups might be recognized. 

In the states ruled by the Princes, 
democratic elections would not be re- 

quired because of British "treaty obli- 

gations." 
The Indians demurred; the Congress 

of All-India demanded Indian control 
at once, especially of defense. 

Nehru demanded democratic elec- 
tions and no right of secession, and said 

We have remained united in slavery 
and we shall remain united in free- 
dom. 
When President Roosevelt's represen- 

tative tried to advise and American 

newspapers began to lash India, Nehru 
took exception to some comments in the 
American press, saying 

I can only understand them on the 
basis of American ignorance of con- 
ditions in India. ... The advice of 
friends is always welcome and worthy 
of consideration, but we are not used 
to patronage from any country or 
people. 

ASIA 

* The Japanese invasion of Asia brings 
that continent anew to our attention. 
First we think of China. The career of 
Chiang Kai-shek has not been altogether 
reassuring. Sun Yat-sen and the Kuo- 
mintang obtained control of south China 
with the help of Russia. After Sun's 
death in 1925, Chiang became com- 
mander-in-chief and established a na- 
tionalist government. In 1926, he and 
his followers drove northward but early 
in 1927, Chiang broke with Russia, ruth- 
lessly slaughtered the communist stu- 
dents and then retired. But he was soon 
back at his post and in 1928 was in- 
augurated president. 

His appearance in India raises some 
doubts. For instance, he suddenly re- 
ceived a loan of a half billion dollars 
from America. The Washington corre- 
spondent of the New York Times says 
that it was first proposed that this money 
be used by the United States govern- 
ment to pay Chinese soldiers fighting in 
Asia for England and America. Later, 
however, it was officially announced that 
the money was a loan to China to 
strengthen her financial situation, en- 
courage production and "meet military 
needs." At any rate Chiang now appears 
as the ambassador of Europe to Asia. 
China will exchange ministers with Iran 
and is making rapprochements with 
Turkey. Chiang Kai-shek has visited 
India and is probably making connec- 
tion with other Asiatic countries, while 
furnishing soldiers to protect Burma. 

It was unfortunate that England met 
the cry of "Burma for the Burmese" 
by imprisoning Maung Saw. In Malaya 
are twelve million Malayans, Chinese 
and Indians who, as Labor Action says 
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"didn't give a damn which side won," 
and this after one hundred years of 
British occupation. In Ceylon the so- 
cialist party has issued a manifesto 

The real war the British are fight- 
ing now is in Ceylon. For them the 
remaining theater of war, with any 
chances of success, is in the planta- 
tions against unarmed plantation 
workers! 

In the past two months the repres- 
sive apparatus of British imperialism 
has been let loose with an incredible 
lawlessness and maniacal fury on the 
plantation workers who have tried 
to form unions to improve their con- 
ditions and to combat the exactions 
and oppression of headmen. 
In reply to this agitation, on March 

13, Governor Sir Andrew Caldecott sup- 
pressed two political parties in Ceylon. 

* In areas already occupied by Japan, 
there are some five million Chinese. 
They form a considerable part of the 
population of Hong-Kong and Malaya 
and conduct the small business firms 
in the Philippines, Borneo, Celebes and 
Burma. 

In Malaya the Japanese have taken 
up the administrative functions in the 
federated Malay states while allowing 
the sultans to continue in power. In 
Singapore seventy-five per cent of the 
population are Chinese, one per cent 
European and the rest Indians and 
Malays. The Chinese are the wealthiest 
of the groups and operate tin mines 
and rubber plantations. 

The war in Java was most striking. 
Island India is three thousand miles 
long and had in 1930 a population of 
61,727,000 people. In Java alone there 
are forty-two million souls. And yet 
this empire apparently fell without re- 
sistance so far as the natives were con- 

cerned. The Dutch empire was built 
upon the labor of these people and the 
valuable raw materials such as rubber, 
cinchona bark, teak, tin and oil. 

The eight million inhabitants of Hol- 
land who dominate the land have been 
liberal masters. Nevertheless, the 60,- 
000,000 East Indian natives have only 
2,000,000 pupils in school, while the 
13,000,000 Negroes of the United States 
have 2,400,000 and yet are but poorly 
furnished with educational facilities. 
Native culture in the East Indies has 
been preserved and attention paid to 
the desires and happiness of the people. 
But nevertheless, these islands are in 
the grip of the European exploiters and 
millions of dollars have been invested 
not only by the Netherlands but by 
British, American, Belgian, French and 
Japanese capitalists. They did not de- 
fend their land because they did not 
feel it was theirs. The net result is that 
they did not resist invasion. 

The direction of the world's attention 
to Australia reminds us that out of this 

original settlement of English penal 
convicts, has arisen a group of seven 
million people who today are holding 
a continent as large as the United States 
and barring the entrance of all colored 
people as citizens. Yet Australia is ask- 
ing Europe and America to defend her 
and it is admitted that even Negro 
troops from America have landed there. 

* Albert Viton has suggested a Charter 
for Asia in Amerasia 

The first step should be the issu- 
ance of a Pacific or Asiatic Charter. 
America must demand that Britain, 
the Dutch Government, and the Free 
French cooperate in a declaration of 
independence signed by all four and, 
better still, by Russia as well .... 
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It is also imperative that the Asiatic 
Charter should be much more specific, 
much more definite and detailed than 
the famous Atlantic Charter signed 
by President Roosevelt and Mr. 
Churchill .. . 

The second step must consist of a 
planned effort to develop to the full 
Asia's military and industrial poten- 
tialities. Industrial, military, and eco- 
nomic missions should be sent to train 
hundreds of thousands, and eventually 
millions of Asia's great population 
for military and industrial service.... 

Asia will answer our call-but we 
must call. ... Together with China 
and Russia, we can issue a clarion 
call that will be heard from one end 
of the continent to the other, that will 
move Asia's billion inhabitants as 
they have never before been moved. 

AFRICA 
* The outstanding event of the quarter 
in Africa has been the signing of an 
agreement between England and re- 
stored Ethiopia. This document, signed 
at Addis Ababa, January 31, 1942, and 
to run two years, is between "His 
Majesty's Government" and the Emperor 
of Ethiopia and not, as is usual in 
treaties, between the King Emperor and 
the Emperor of Ethiopia. 

It recognizes that Ethiopia "is now 
a free and independent state." Article 
I, re-establishes diplomatic relations; 
but it provides that the British minister 
"shall take precedence" over all other 
foreign representatives accredited to 
Ethiopia. 

Article II, provides for British "ad- 
visers" to the Emperor, as police officers 
and inspectors and as judges and magis- 
trates. The Emperor of Ethiopia agrees 
not to appoint any other advisers except 
after "consultation" with Great Britain. 

In Article IV, Great Britain loans 

Ethiopia ?2,500,000 to be paid in quar- 
terly installments over a period of four 
years (if the treaty is continued) begin- 
ning with ?1,500,000 during the first 
year. Expenditure of this money is to 
be regulated by "the closest coopera- 
tion" between the Ethiopian authorities 
and the British advisers. The currency 
of Ethiopia is to be arranged only with 
the "concurrence" of Great Britain. 

In Article V, foreigners may have 
their cases referred to the High Court 
and in that court at least one British 
judge shall sit. Article VI, protects 
private enemy property "in accordance 
with international law." Article VII, 
puts Italian prisoners into the hands 
of the British. Article VIII, obliges the 
British Government to secure, "if pos- 
sible," the return of Ethiopian prisoners 
and the return of works of art and 
religious property removed to Italy. 
Article IX, leaves the British army in 
control of certain areas of East Africa 
for military purposes. Article X, obliges 
the Emperor not to conduct any ex- 
ternal war operations without the con- 
sent of the British. Article XI, gives 
the British a monopoly of civil and 
military air service and excludes for- 
eign aircraft except with the consent of 
the British. British aircraft may fly 
in Ethiopia wherever they consider it 
necessary. 

* In the annex to the main treaty the 
Emperor is to appoint as many Ethio- 
pian and British judges as he considers 
desirable. Any appeal from decisions of 
the High Court lies in the Supreme Im- 
perial Court. A British mission at the 
cost of Ethiopia will train the Ethiopian 
army. British troops have complete 
freedom of movement between British 
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camps and elsewhere. British forces are 
immune from all direct taxation, import 
and export duties unless by special 
agreement. A continuous belt of Ethio- 
pian territory twenty-five miles wide 

contiguous to French Somaliland and 
all the land "occupied by the Franco- 
Ethiopian railway" is to be occupied 
by the British. 

Thus Ethiopia becomes "free and in- 

dependent" in name, while in fact it is 
bound hand and foot as a protectorate 
of the British Empire. Stefani, Italian 
news agent, says that Hailie Selassie 

agrees to the transformation of his state 
to the status of a British colony. 
The sending of British functionaries, 
troops and judges to Ethiopia, agreed 
to under the treaty, is a flagrant 
violation of British promises made 
hitherto to the Emperor. The accord 
gives Britain a determining influence 
in the internal affairs of the country, 
which thus loses its last vestiges of 
sovereignty. 
Moreover, it is now well established 

by the testimony of British officers in 
the field that the work of reconquering 
Ethiopia from the Italians was done 

partly by the Ethiopians themselves. 

Brigadier D. A. Sandford says 
The defeat of the Italians was the 

work of four separate agencies acting 
in concert to carry out plans con- 
ceived and co-ordinated by General 
Wavell in Cairo, and wholeheartedly 
supported by Air Marshal Longmore. 
I am not going to describe in detail 
this amazing campaign. I am asked 
to tell you only of the fourth partner 
in this great enterprise-the Ethio- 
pians themselves. ... 

We were only able to stay in the 
area because of the protection of the 
patriot forces and the fidelity of the 
whole population, which was proof 
against bribes from the enemy. That, 

for instance, meant on at least one 
occasion that peasant women, poor 
village priests, small herdboys defi- 
nitely refused the chance of 1,000 
dollars rather than betray the for- 
eigners who came to help them and 
who were in hiding half a mile away. 

In the second phase the Emperor 
arrived in person in Gojjam at the 
moment that British forces were put 
in motion. The role of the patriot 
army was now to clear Gojjam and 
thrust out towards the enemy's main 
line of communication .... 

Altogether the Emperor, in this 
phase between his entry into Gojjam 
in March and the closing down of 
all operations in July, must have 
controlled the movements of some 
30,000 patriots. In the final phase 
some 10,000 patriot troops have par- 
ticipated under the leadership of the 
young Crown Prince, Asfao Wasan. 

From the brief resume which I have 
given you I think it will be clear how 
greatly the Ethiopian patriots helped 
to free their country. Moreover, the 
overthrow of the considerable enemy 
forces in Italian East Africa, a men- 
ace to our lines of communication 
by land and sea, was of vital impor- 
tance to our military strategy in the 
Middle East. 

* An important aspect of this whole 
Ethiopian question is the status of land 
alienation and investment under the 
Italians. Incomplete records show the 
alienation of 191,000 acres of land be- 
side innumerable claims by mining com- 

panies covering 70,000 square miles. 
There are claims for copper, tin, nickel, 
zinc and lead. There were many state 

monopolies. Not much actual work was 
done to follow up these claims but many 
Italian millionaires were created and 
the basis of endless claims upon Ethio- 

pia if Great Britain recognizes their 

validity. 
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* General Smuts of South Africa in an 
address at Capetown said 

of Race Relations, there had formerly 
appeared only two possible courses 
in Native policy - either complete 
equality or permanent European "top- 
dogism." The principle of trusteeship 
had emerged in recent years. Trustee- 
ship implied that the trustee regarded 
the rights of his ward as sacred. South 
Africa had tried segregation, which 
had failed, and the provision for 
Native health, housing and nutrition 
had been shamefully deficient. These 
problems had to be tackled. 

Great mutual respect had grown up 
between South African troops and the 
Native troops in the territories further 
north. That was a good basis for the 
future. South Africa's hope was that 
the Bantu and European would live 
together in helpful co-operation. 

We want to take a holiday from 
old ideas which have brought nothing 
but bitterness and strife to our coun- 
try and try to the best of our ability 
to fashion a variegated but harmoni- 
ous race pattern in South Africa. 

JEWS 
* Aleram V. Goodman in his article 
"Roots of America" (The Menorah 
Journal, Winter issue, 1940, pp. 17-25) 
states 

In the course of time an occasional 
Jew settled in Boston and was appar- 
ently unmolested. One such resident 
named Sollomon had the bad judg- 
ment to travel towards New Hamp- 
shire on a Sunday in 1668. This was 
no mean offense in a day when men 
were sentenced to a month in jail if 
they missed church on Sunday. Sol- 
lomon's journey did not pass un- 
noticed, and he was brought before 
the court in Ipswich. The outcome 
of the case is not known. But one 
phrase in the brief court record chal- 
lenges the attention of the passing 

reader. Sollomon is described as a 
"Malata Jue." The first Jew living 
in New England, it would seem, was 
of Negro descent! One can only con- 
jecture who this man was. Perhaps 
he was born of a slave mother and 
a Jewish father who had set him free. 

One of the latest and most terrible 
crimes committed against the Jews is 
the death of 750 Jewish men, women 
and children on the steamship "Struma" 
in the Black Sea. The Jewish Frontier 
says 

The refugees, fleeing from massa- 
cres in Rumania and the Gestapo in 
Bulgaria, like the passengers on the 
Darien last year, believed that outside 
of Hitler's world there was still a 
human world. Like the Darien pas- 
sengers they set out for Palestine on 
a fishing boat and wandered for weeks 
without being permitted to land any- 
where. Their entreaties were of no 
avail; in vain the pleadings and as- 
surances of the Jewish Agency which 
was ready to agree that the number 
of the refugees admitted should be 
deducted from the immigration sched- 
ule. The Joint Distribution Committee 
of America offered a financial guar- 
antee. But the British colonial officials 
refused the unfortunates the right to 
save their lives. The captain of the 
Struma warned the authorities that 
both his vessel and its cargo were no 
longer seaworthy; that the passengers 
were hungry, sick and hysterical and 
that some of them had already gone 
insane. But the Turkish officials and 
the British officials were adamant in 
their refusal. The vessel was denied 
passage through the Bosphorus or a 
landing on Turkish shores. The refu- 
gees had their choice of two courses, 
either to go back to destruction in 
Rumania, and Bulgaria, or to seek 
salvation in the bottom of the sea. 
A stray mine brought the second al- 
ternative to pass. 
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THE UNITED STATES 

* The report of the Negro population 
in the United States according to the 
census of 1940 has at last been made 

public. 

12,865,518 1940 

11,891,143 1930 

10,463,131 1920 

9,827,763 1910 

8,833,994 1900 
7,488,676 1890 
6,580,793 1880 

4,880,009 1870 

4,441,830 1860 

3,638,808 1850 
2,873,648 180 

2,328,642 1830 

1,771,656 1820 

1,377,808 1810 

1,002,037 1800 

757,208 1790 

whom must vote in favor before revo- 
cation of the restriction becomes actual. 

* In Washington a distinct effort is 

being made to get rid of Negro advisers 
and of the various efforts in government 

I -m 

I 

I 

One may note that the Negro popu- 
lation in the United States is equal to 
that of Argentina (12,762,000) or Hun- 
gary (11,637,000). It is larger than 
that of Belgium (8,386,000); Canada 
(10,376,000); or former Czecho-Slo- 
vakia (9,807,000). It is nearly twice 
the size of Australia (6,929,000) or 

Portugal (6,825,000). It is three times 
the population of Cuba, or Finland or 
Switzerland. Egypt has 16,000,000; 
Mexico, 19,500,000 inhabitants. 

? The Phi Delta Kappa, the leading 
American educators' national honor fra- 
ternity, is split over eliminating a clause 
in its constitution which limits member- 
ship to "white" persons. Sigma chapter 
at Ohio University admitted a Negro 
and a Chinese and had its charter 
revoked. The fight now goes to the 
chapters of the nation, two-thirds of 

agencies to secure fair practice in labor 

employment. An observer writes 

Reactionary forces are out, under 
the cover of the "war effort" to grab 
back the few controls wrested from 
them by the New Deal. The Southern 
bloc, the real spearhead of the attack, 
is using, as usual, Northern Repub- 
licans as camouflage. As you already 
know, the Southern gang rules Con- 
gress by sitting as chairmen and 
members by seniority right on the 
most, powerful committees in Con- 
gress. They have already said that 
they do not mean to allow the Negro 
to slip out from under their thumbs as 
he came near doing in the last World 
War. So they are leveling their guns 
at every progressive person and every 
effort at inter-racial cooperation and 
understanding; at every effort in gov- 
ernment policies or procedures to 
combat discrimination and are effec- 
tive in their attack because of the 
power in Congress they wield over 
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appropriations, and by its use to 
blackmail the administrators into fol- 
lowing their wishes. 

The story gets especially dirty and 
important when we realize that the 
Southern bloc, because of the entire 
"rotten borough" system, represents 
a mere handful of people in their 
area. Responsible to so few, and sit- 
ting in such powerful places, they 
dictate not only what happens in their 
own area of the South, but are writ- 
ing the tickets for what should take 
place in New York, Chicago, or any- 
where else. 

* John M. Carmody, administrator of 
the Federal Works Agency, helped the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 
their fight for recognition and later 
aided the Rural Electrification Admin- 
istration. In the defense housing pro- 
gram Carmody adopted the non-dis- 
crimination policy in construction labor 
and Negroes got skilled and unskilled 
employment. Carmody has been dis- 
missed. Clark Foreman was the first 
adviser on Negro affairs in the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. He then became 
director of the PWA power division. 
He was forced out of his defense hous- 
ing position because of his stand in the 
Detroit housing project. The new ap- 
propriation for defense housing was 
held up by the chairman of the Appro- 
priations Committee, Lanham of Texas, 
until Foreman resigned. Lanham comes 
from the 12th district of Texas where 
54,108 votes were cast in 1940-not a 

single vote in opposition. 
Nathan Straus, who held strong theo- 

ries of interracial justice and carried 
them out in the USHA projects had 
under him Robert C. Weaver and Frank 
S. Home and many Negro lawyers, en- 

gineers, architects and clerical workers. 

He has been under fire from anti-Negro 
congressmen and finally received no 
additional funds for slum clearance. 
Powerful interests in Congress threat- 
ened to wreck the entire public housing 
program. As a Jew, Straus was also a 
victim of under-cover anti-Semitism and 

finally resigned. 
In the hearings before the House Ap- 

propriation sub-Committee on the Inde- 
dendent Offices Appropriations the fol- 

lowing colloquy took place: 
Mr. Richard B. Wigglesworth (Rep., 

Mass.). Now, have you a racial rela- 
tions set-up? 

Mr. John Edy (Exec. Ass't. and 
Budget Officer, FWA). We have a 
man on racial relations identified with 
the Personnel Division. 

Mr. Wigglesworth. In the Admin- 
istrator's office? 

Mr. Edy. That is right. 
Mr. Wigglesworth. Just one man? 
Mr. Edy. One man, and a secretary. 
Mr. Joe Starnes (Dem., Alabama). 

Why was that necessary? 
Mr. Edy. It seemed to the Adminis- 

trator to be desirable, in view of the 
fact there were claims of race dis- 
crimination, especially against Ne- 
groes, and this racial relations person 
is a Negro, and a very competent 
man. . . . 

Mr. Starnes. I think, frankly, in- 
stead of handling this proposition 
they are put in there to promote cer- 
tain ideas and ideals, and to promote 
the idea that racial discrimination is 
being practiced, and they are put in 
there for a special purpose rather than 
for the common good. I say that most 
sincerely. 

Mr. Baird Snyder, III (Acting 
Adm., FWA). I think it would be 
up to the Administrator to see, if 
that is what they are doing, that they 
do not do that. 

Mr. Starnes. We have fallen into 
the error, in my judgment, right up 
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here on this hill, oftentimes, of some 
Member, probably well intentioned, 
writing an amendment into the Army 
appropriation bill, or attempting to 
do it, or to put something in that 
there will be no discrimination prac- 
ticed by the Army or Navy on account 
of race, creed, or color. And I am 
like Mr. Wigglesworth; I think we 
have handled it in the American way 
before, and it is spotlighting some- 
thing, and these people are special 
pleaders and they are put there for 
some specific purpose. 

Mr. James M. Fitzpatrick (Dem., 
N. Y.). You believe in justice to all, 
regardless of race, creed, or color? 

Mr. Starnes. Certainly. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick. And if there is 

an injustice, you want somebody to 
smooth it out? 

Mr. Starnes. We have the process 
already. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick. You believe in 
that; do you not? 

Mr. Starnes. I do, but that does not 
mean having to give a job to some 
special propagandist at Government 
expense to do that. 
It is interesting to know that Mr. 

Starnes comes from the Fifth District 
of Alabama. It had in 1930 a popu- 
lation of 273,763. The total num- 
ber of votes cast in his district in 1940 
was 31,967, and of these 31,966 were 
cast for the Democratic ticket. On the 
other hand, the total number of votes 
cast for the representative in the First 
District of New York was 429,526. 

THE INTELLIGENT SOUTH 
* The North Georgia Review has re- 
ceived from certain prominent Southern- 
ers answers to the question "How can in- 
telligent Southerners best help their 
South?" Will W. Alexander, vice-presi- 
dent of the Rosenwald Fund, says 

By being more intelligent and by 

efforts to work out their southern 
problems in a national framework of 
politics and economics that will offer 
help to the whole nation. 

Howard Odum of the University of 
North Carolina says 

The understanding of one region 
with its backgrounds, limitations, and 
prospects can be attained only 
through a sort of science of the region, 
which may be likened unto a gestalt, 
in which all factors are sought out 
and interpreted in their proper per- 
spective. 
Mark Ethridge of the Louisville 

Courier-Journal says 
Quit playing Old Massa and Ole 

Missis (the South is the greatest stage 
in the world's history). 
Arthur Raper of the United States De- 

partment of Agriculture says 
By ridding themselves of stifling 

caste and class definitions. 
The novelist, Evelyn Scott, says 

By confronting the race problem 
benevolently and realistically. 
Lucy Randolph Mason of the CIO 

says 
First by understanding its prob- 

lems. 
Sterling Brown says 

Basically, economic improvement 
of all the underprivileged must be 
sought for. 
H. C. Nixon, the author, says 

By telling the truth about the 
South. 
And a member of the Atlanta Board 

of Education says 
By raising the educational level of 

the whole southern population, es- 
pecially of the Negroes. 

THE JIM CROW CAR 
* One aspect of the Jim Crow car is 
easily forgotten. Usually between a steel 
steam engine and a recently built white 
passenger car there is sandwiched in an 
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old car divided into a baggage compart- 
ment and a colored coach. In the event 
of a wreck the slaughter of the Negroes 
is always outstanding. February 19, 
1942, there was a collision between two 
tourist trains operating between Miami 
and New York on the Seaboard Airline. 
Ten white passengers were taken to the 

hospital and twenty-seven Negroes. 
There were probably ten times as many 
white as Negro passengers on the train. 

MISCEGENATION 
* W. P. Dabney, the veteran editor of 
the Union, tells of the celebrated Bettie 
Lewis case in the courts of Virginia 
fifty years ago. Bettie's father was a 
white money-lender and her mother a 
handsome brown woman. Among Bet- 
tie's friends was a mulatto descendant 
of Lady Shipley of England, Fanny 
Coles, who came into court with Bettie 
Lewis to prove Bettie's right to inherit 
her father's property. The lawyer made 
a target of Fanny Coles who was a tall 
and beautiful brunette. 

"What was your father's name?" 
"Robert Coles." 
"What was your mother's name?" 
"Mrs. Robert Coles." 
"How can that be her name? Was 

she married to your father?" 
Fannie Coles arose. "I did not come 

here to be insulted by you. You know 
that under the laws of this state my 
father could not marry my mother; but 
he lived with her as a wife and had 
sixteen children by her." 

Just then in the back of the court room 
an old white man arose, clad in a Con- 
federate uniform with badges and dec- 
orations. He was General Coles. Lean- 

ing heavily on his cane, he limped to 
the front, stood near the Judge, and 

violently shaking his finger in the face 
of the offending lawyer, said: "Look 
here, Gilliam, that's my brother's daugh- 
ter. She did not come here to be hu- 
miliated and by God, she won't be. 
Say another insulting word and I will 
hold you personally responsible!" That 
dramatic climax won for Mrs. Betty 
Lewis $250,000. 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
* In Birmingham, Arthur B. Shores 
sought to enter the democratic primary 
for nomination to the Alabama legis- 
lature. Chairman Gressner McCorvey 
did not know that Shores was a Negro; 
but John Brandon, Secretary of State, 
wrote to Shores, declaring that a Negro 
could not be a candidate in an Alabama 
democratic primary. 

In West Palm Beach, Florida, three 
colored men who have been under arrest 
and in jail for nine years, and three 
times sentenced to be hanged, were 
finally ordered to be released for insuf- 
ficient evidence by the judge of the Cir- 
cuit Court. The United States Supreme 
Court had ruled that the alleged confes- 
sions of these men were obtained under 
duress. 

LIGHT 
* It is interesting to note that in the 

Raleigh, North Carolina, News and Ob- 
server there occurred January 28, 1942, 
pictures of three men: two were young 
white army officers and a third was a 
Negro navy messman. Under the picture 
was noted that the first man was the 
"son of Mr. and Mrs. Britton Webb"; 
under the second that this soldier was 
"the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Driver"; 
under the picture of the black man it was 
noted "He is the son of Mrs. Leitha 
Smith." The casual reader would note 
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nothing in this, but the facts. The 
Southern reader would be astonished 
to find a leading white Southern news- 
paper openly referring to a colored 
woman as "Mrs."-Not even the Atlanta 
Constitution dares do this. 

AN EDUCATIONAL MEETING 
IN NEW ORLEANS 

* The American Association for Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation is 
holding its annual convention this year 
in New Orleans. It is a branch of the 
National Education Association, and its 
membership is American, not racial. 
Fearing another occasion for whites and 
Negroes to assemble for lectures, panels, 
and business sessions which comprise 
the convention's main activities, certain 
white school officials there are rushing 
plans to form a Jim Crow section of the 
National Convention, at which Negro 
delegates who are members of the na- 
tional body may be "accommodated." 
The most amazing feature of the pro- 
posed arrangement is that the Negro 
group would be asked to look after its 
own financial support. The ghetto unit 
would be organized under the guise of 
a state association. 

It would be well and good for Louisi- 
ana to have a state-wide organization 
for Negro teachers of health, physical 
education, and recreation. Such a pro- 
ject is vitally needed and is worth all 

possible effort. But, if this organization 
is formulated before the meeting dates 
of the National Convention (April 15- 
18), Negro delegates to the National 
Convention will be denied even those 

privileges which are accorded them in 
the most prejudice-infested areas of the 
South: namely, the privileges of regis- 
tering and sitting in on the open meet- 

ings of the Convention. This would be 
a step backward in race relations in 
New Orleans, a city which has been 
many times commended for its fairness 
in race relations and for the absence of 
the brand of Jim Crow found in some 
other Southern cities. 

The facts in the case are made clearer 
in a letter of resignation from Mr. Frank 
B. Adair, Business Manager of Dillard 

University, which was given to the col- 
ored state steering committee and to 
Messrs. Frank Beier and Simon Mc- 

Nealy, high officials (white) in Louisi- 
ana educational circles. 

CENSUS REPORTS 

* Reports from the census of 1940 show 
a total population in the United States, 
twenty-one years of age and over, of 
83,996,629. Of these 7,346,124 are 
native born Negroes and 29,485 are 
naturalized Negroes. There are also 
9,955 foreign born Negroes who have 
their first papers. Of the potential Ne- 

gro voting population, 4,032,561 live in 
cities; 1,215,589 live in rural non-farm 
districts and 2,127,459 live on rural 
farms. 

Reports from cities show the follow- 

ing Negro populations in cities which 
have a population of one hundred thou- 
sand or more Negroes in 1940 

New York --------- 
Chicago ----------- 
Philadelphia -- 
Washington, D. C.-- 
Baltimore ------- 
Detroit ------ 
New Orleans -------- 
Memphis ------------ 
Birmingham -------- 
St. Louis ------------ 

458,444 
277,731 
250,880 
187,266 
165,843 
149,119 
149,034 
121,498 
108,938 
108,765 
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