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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

By W. E. B. DU BOIS 

THE WAR FOR RACE EQUALITY 
* In the last few months there have 
come increasingly clear expressions of 
the thought that this war in essence is 
a war for racial equality. As we shall 
see there is no unanimity on this point; 
in fact there is contradiction of the 
most dangerous kind, because it is more 
or less unconscious. Yet the statements 
of racial equality as the fundamental 
cause of this war, come from widely 
different sources. For instance the At- 
lanta Constitution says editorially 

The leaders of the Allied Nations, 
the British and the Americans, must 
quickly let it be known that, in fight- 
ing for the freedom of the world they 
are not only fighting for the peoples 
of their own race, but for all coun- 
tries and all races. 
Mr. Sumner Welles, Under-Secretary 

of State, said recently 
If this war is in fact a war for the 

liberation of peoples it must assure 
the sovereign equality of peoples 
throughout the world, as well as in 
the world of the Americas. Our 
victory must bring in its train the 
liberation of all peoples. Discrimina- 
tion between peoples because of their 
race, creed or color must be abolished. 

At the annual spring conference of 
the League for Industrial Democracy 
in New York City, Dr. Harry Laidler, 
the executive director, said 

For years millions of men and 
women have assumed that one race 
had the right, as a result of its 

superior ability, mental or moral 
stature or military prowess, to domi- 
nate another race, or races. The re- 
sult has been exploitation of race by 
race, imperialism, oppression, war. 
If we are to avoid race wars in the 
future, we must think not in terms 
of special privileges for one domi- 
nant race, but of equal opportunity 
for all. 
Vera Micheles Dean, research director 

of Foreign Policy Association, said in 
New Orleans 

The United Nations must achieve 
liberation of all peoples-including 
the Germans, the Japanese and the 
Italians-from military dictatorship, 
and the rule of arbitrary violence 
based on the concept of a "master 
race" . . . The United Nations must 
give people in economically backward 
regions the right to seek political 
independence by peaceful means on 
a basis of racial equality. 
Wendell Willkie speaking at the Uni- 

versity of Rochester declared 
The day of vast empire is past. 

The day of equal peoples is at hand. 
Anne O'Hare McCormick says in the 

New York Times 
It is widely believed in this coun- 

try, and increasingly in England, as 
is proved by the immense popular 
pressure to renew the effort to reach 
a settlement with India, that this is 
literally a war of liberation, for peo- 
ples struggling toward self-govern- 
ment as well as for the free nations 
in captivity in Europe. 
Dorothy Thompson says that the 

United States must 
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raise the banner for the liberation 
of all peoples, of all colors, and of 
all races, from serfdom and oppres- 
sion throughout this globe. 

And not only to raise the banner 
but to mean it. 
Eleanor Roosevelt says in the New 

Republic 
Perhaps the simplest way of facing 

the problem in the future is to say 
that we are fighting for freedom, and 
that one of the freedoms we must 
establish is freedom from discrimina- 
tion among the peoples of the world, 
either because of race, or of color, 
or of religion. 

* But the strongest and clearest eluci- 
dation of this point of view comes from 
the author, Pearl S. Buck, in several 
articles but especially in the one pub- 
lished in the New York Times Magazine, 
May 31, 1942. She cites the example of 
the Japanese toy with an egg concealing 
eggs until at last one comes to the 
central egg, which cannot be opened. 
She says that driving Hitler out of 
Russia is simply opening the outer egg; 
the second egg is the defeat of Hitler 
in Europe. Inside this there is the 
problem of Japan in Asia 

The white man has been fighting 
a desperate and in many parts of 
Asia a hopeless war, and he has been 
afraid to tell how desperate and hope- 
less it is. We have had hints through 
the newspapers, but only hints. If we 
cannot know how much the Japanese 
have been aided, at least we may be 
sure of this-that if the Allies had 
been fully aided, Japan could have 
won no territory whatever. It is idle 
to say that "we" have been outnum- 
bered. We would not have been out- 
numbered if the people on whose soil 
we have been fighting had helped us 
with their main force of resistance. 

Here is the central hard boiled egg 
in the heart of all this war in the 

East. We had better take it out and 
look at it, and face what it means. 
This Second World War has taken on 
a new and dangerous aspect, most of 
all because of Japan. Although we 
may not be willing to know it, it is 
possible that we are already embarked 
upon the bitterest and the longest 
of human wars, the war between the 
East and the West, and this means 
the war between the white man and 
his world and the colored man and 
his world. 

The greatest danger is not only 
that today Japan is in a position of 
unprecedented strength but because 
Japan is an Asiatic power, and what- 
ever her despotism, she stands to mil- 
lions of Asiatics for freedom at least 
from the white man's despotism.... 

The white man is a century behind 
the colored man. The white man is 
still thinking in terms of colonies and 
the colonial government. The colored 
man knows that colonies and colonial- 
mindedness are anachronisms. The 
colonial way of life is over, whether 
the white man knows it or not, and 
all that remains is to kick off the 
shell of the chrysalis. The man of 
Asia today is not a colonial and he 
has made up his mind he will never 
be a colonial again. 

I wish it were possible to avoid 
this mention of color. I wish it were 
possible to be a pure idealist and to 
speak of people as human beings some 
of whom care for other human beings 
and some of whom do not. The only 
real division among us all is of char- 
acter and not of skin. There are good 
and bad, selfish and unselfish, honest 
and dishonest, inside of all skins. But 
so long as the color of a skin and 
not character is what decides a man's 
status, social and economic, then it 
is idle to refuse to recognize the fact 
of race. So long as white men in 
America will not sit in the same car 
with colored men, so long as in India 
a drop of Indian blood makes a man 
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colored and not white, so long as 
being Chinese makes it impossible for 
a sailor to get shore leave in the port 
of New York, then we must conclude 
that race does matter more than any- 
thing else.... 
Pearl Buck says that if this barrier 

of race cannot be destroyed then we 
must prepare for a future of nothing 
but strugggle and war on a tremendous 
scale. On the other hand she counts as 
our assets the fact that the Chinese are 
on the side of the United Nations al- 
though neither Americans nor British 
have been treating the Chinese as equals. 

Despite all this it has not occurred 
to a large number of thinkers within 
the United Nations, that race equality 
is the main object of this war or even 
one of the objects. Some writers like 
J. F. Brown in the New Republic are 
purely realistic 

We cannot win this war unless 
Russia and China win. The outcome 
of a Russian and Chinese victory will 
be revolutionary and will establish a 
socialist planned economy in large 
sections of the world. To those in 
dark corners who are whispering that 
we must first bring Hitler to his knees 
and then unite with him to turn on 
Russia and the Orient, I can only 
express my honest opinion that after 
allowing Russia once to win with us 
we shall not be able to turn and beat 
her. If enough of our population 
foolishly thinks that a clear-cut vic- 
tory for Russia would be bad for the 
future of the American people, then 
we should immediately forget about 
Britain, and put out feelers to Hitler 
and Japan, suggesting the division of 
the world into an American-dominated 
imperialist Western Hemisphere, a 
German-dominated imperialist Europe 
and Africa and a Japanese-dominated 
Orient. 
This touches a sore point in both 

America and England and a point of 
deep difference. It is natural for the 
New Masses to insist that the first duty 
of the United Nations is to help Russia 
win. But this is absolutely opposed to 
the widespread objects of Clarence Streit 
and t h e Fortune-Time-Life program. 
These thinkers envisage the present war 
as a chance for America to supplant 
England as the greatest nation on earth 
and to see the domination of the world 
after the war by an American-British 
police force on sea, land and in the air. 
Moreover, this future world is going to 
be practically the same kind of economic 
organization which we had before the 
war. George Soule, for instance, in the 
New Republic dismisses the colonial 
problem briefly, declaring that it has 
"greatly diminished in importance in 
recent years." He wants, however, the 
colonies under international control and 
administered with a view primarily to 
the interest of the inhabitants and sec- 
ondarily to that of the world at large. 
He neglects to say as to what voice 
these inhabitants are to have with re- 
gard to their own future. 

Clarence Streit, whose book, Union 
Now, aroused much interest calls for 
a union of the North Atlantic "democ- 
racies," which he reduces practically to 
the United States, England and France 
with certain small democracies to hold 
them together. This is a powerful or- 
ganization which is going to coerce the 
rest of the world; but as Rosika Schwim- 
mer says in a pamphlet 

Several of Mr. Streit's selected "de- 
mocracies" exclude half of their 
population from the right to vote or 
to be elected to their legislatures. 
Women have no political rights in 
France and are still subject to the 
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Code Napoleon, one of the most hu- 
miliating legal systems for women 
based on the Napoleonic principle 
that "nature made women slaves of 
their husbands." They have no vote 
in Switzerland which in other respects 
has the most perfect constitution. 
Belgian women have no vote. In the 
Union of South Africa, to the greater 
glory of democracy, the five million 
black people have no political rights 
whatever. 
Mr. Streit utterly ignores India, China, 

South America and Russia as "immature 
democracies." 

The Fortune-Time-Life program is 
even more crass. It looks to the United 
States and the United Kingdom for 

military alliance to police post-war re- 
construction. Asia a n d Africa are 
scarcely noticed 

Finally, many intricate political 
questions need to be explored, such as 
what policy should be applied to a 
defeated Germany or Japan; whether 
a Central European federation should 
be established; what form the new 
international organization s h o u 1 d 
take; where the boundaries of every 
country in Europe should be drawn. 
Similar questions will arise with re- 
spect to the future of Indo-China, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Manchukuo, 
Chosen, Palestine, the Japanese man- 
dates, and indeed all colonial areas. 

* A certain deference is paid to Soviet 
Russia and China but the superiority 
of England and the United States is 
unquestioned 

Once a common security policy is 
established, the closest consultation 
and agreement on all issues of foreign 
policy must follow. Both America and 
Britain should reject the "sphere of 
influence" concept under which for 
example, we would delegate to Britain 
or Soviet Russia complete freedom 
to determine a policy, say, toward 

continental Europe, while the U. S. 
would assume exclusive political re- 
sponsibilities in the Orient and Latin 
America. America must have its own 
views on all international questions 
and develop a consistent attitude in 
behalf of general responsibilities. .... 

Free migration would be authorized 
for nationals of the U. S. and the 
United Kingdom and such Dominions 
as join the area. An Americo-British 
currency agreement providing for the 
return to some form of gold standard 
should be concluded. 
Manifestly economic exploitation is 

foremost in the minds of these prophets 
Today we know that should the 

Axis states conceivably win this war 
they will impose their pattern of life 
upon the whole human race. We 
democracies therefore do not intend 
that they shall win. But democratic 
victory must not end in a restoration 
of the anarchy and the frustration 
that increasingly characterized the life 
of the Western World in the years 
between the great wars. The American 
people must assume responsibility for 
building up a real world-system under 
which peace will be safeguarded by 
both power and law, and under which 
a new worldwide economic expansion 
within a democratic framework shall 
take place. Just how this is to be 
done, Americans have not yet de- 
cided. But somehow, someway, they 
evidently intend to do it. 

* This view of the World War solely 
from the point of view and interest of 
the white race, is shown in the unique 
proposal of George T. Renner of Co- 
lumbia University. Writing in Collier's 
he would reorganize Europe into nine 
strong nations: a Scandinavian state; a 
state made up of Czechs and Poles; a 
British state consisting of Great Britain, 
Holland and the Flemish part of Bel- 
gium; a French republic consisting of 
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French Belgium, France and North 
Africa; a German Magyar state; an 
Italian state with both shores of the 
Adriatic and Tunis and other parts of 
North Africa; a Balkan Union including 
Greece; a Soviet Union; and an Iberian 

republic consisting of Spain, Portugal 
and Northwest Africa. Of the relation 
of this Europe to the rest of the world 
there is no plan. 

On the other hand, Michael Straight 
in the New Republic writes 

A United Nations' council which 
prepares a Pacific Charter cannot 
easily assume that the Netherlands 
East Indies will be returned to Hol- 
land. It certainly cannot allow its 
existence to be undermined because 
Standard Oil wishes to connive with 
I. G. Farben, or to bribe a concession 
in the Netherlands East Indies as part 
of a hedge against an Allied victory. 
The governments in exile are anxious 
to win back the power that they 
have lost. But the United Nations are 
not fighting for the restoration of 
Prime Minister Tsouderos, or Pre- 
mier Pierlot, or King Peter, or Queen 
Wilhelmina as heads of independent 
states, any more than they are fight- 
ing for the right of the United States 
to dominate Latin America. We need 
to limit now the powers of the new 
nations that will rise from the ruins 
of the Axis. For we are no longer 
fighting for the rights of nations. We 
are fighting, among other things, as 
Lunacharsky once said, for a new 
world. 
Here again we have swung back from 

the old vision of economic domination 
to a new economic organization, which 
Julian Huxley in the New Republic 
emphasizes as an educational program 

What we can do is to encourage 
intelligent awareness of what the war 
is really about: the war as a symptom 
of a social and economic transforma- 

tion or revolution which we cannot 
escape, but which can be guided into 
more totalitarian or more democratic 
channels; the need for international 
organization and collaboration; the 
need for a rethinking of our attitude 
to economically m o r e backward 
groups, whether of the same or dif- 
ferent color, whether within or with- 
out our own boundaries; the inevita- 
bility of planning and the possibility 
of combining this with a democratic 
way of life; the danger of disguised 
fascism; the history of the League 
and the reasons for its failure; and 
the necessity for American participa- 
tion in the job of relief, reconstruc- 
tion and development after the war. 

* We might perhaps visualize the pres- 
ent disagreement in war aims by a 
chart. If one arranges the leading na- 
tions today in their attitude toward race 
equality, one would have defending race 
equality: Japan, India, China and Rus- 
sia; while against race equality would 
be ranged Great Britain, the United 
States, Germany and Italy. Of course 
there are certain liberal elements in 
Great Britain and the United States that 
believe in race equality; but on the 
other hand in the British Empire, 
neither the Union of South Africa nor 
Australia nor Canada could be ranged 
in favor of it. 

Now looking at the division of na- 
tions from the point of view of democ- 
racy, we could arrange them like this: 
the more democratic countries would 
certainly be England and the United 
States, while India and China would 
be tending toward democracy. On the 
other hand, and ranged against de- 
mocracy, would be the British Empire, 
Japan, Germany and Italy. With these, 
we would have to place Russia, although 
the Russians would claim that their 
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dictatorship is aimed toward ultimate 
democracy. 

Finally, if we look at the nations of 
the world from the point of view of 
their economic ideas, we can arrange 
those in favor of definite economic 
change as follows: first and most rad- 
ical, Russia; next to Russia, Germany 
and Italy; then would come India and 
China, so far as they are not coerced 
by European investments; and finally 
would come Great Britain. All of these 
countries in differing degrees tend 
toward economic revolution. On the 
other hand, and distinctly reactionary, 
favoring for the most part private 
capitalistic enterprise, would stand the 
United States. Certain elements in Great 
Britain would range themselves with the 
United States in this respect 

RACE 
EQUALITY SUBORDINATION 

B| JJAPfN GREAT %RITIINt 

CB 
0 

IMDIfl CHIlNA UNITED STATES 

oJk. RUSSIR CGRMINY ITALY 
Cl' 

* One of our editors looking over this 
chart suggests another complication; 
these countries differ greatly in their 
internal racial and cultural groups. 
Japan, China, Germany and Italy have 
reached cultural and racial integration 

despite the unrealistic problem of the 
Jews in the two latter lands. On the 
other hand, the British Empire has vast 
internal racial differences; India has 
many as illustrated by the caste system; 
the United States has difficult racial 
problems; and Russia has some two 
hundred racial groups which however 
she is rapidly integrating. These facts 
complicate the outlook of all these coun- 
tries upon the present war. 

Manifestly in the face of such contra- 
diction there has got to be increased 
clarity of thought and strengthening of 
conviction before our war aims become 
clear. 

POVERTY 
* It would seem necessary again and 
again to reiterate the fact that the 
present century, like the ninteenth, is 
an era of progress and poverty; of in- 

creasing possibilities in the production 
of wealth, and large if not increasing 
numbers of people who are living below 
the line of decent subsistence. T. Swann 
Harding writing in the Free World says 
that freedom from want is the basic 
freedom 

No ill-fed people can possibly be 
regarded as free. Malnourished peo- 
ple cannot even be expected to mani- 
fest an intelligent or an active interest 
in democracy. 
He reminds us that in America 

About 8 per cent of our non-relief 
families have been getting annual in- 
comes of $500 or less per family. 
Such families could allow 6 cents per 
person per meal for food. What could 
such families know about what the 
well-fed man would eat? Another 21 
per cent of our families have had 
annual incomes between $500 and 
$999 and could spend 81/2 cents per 
person per meal for food, while yet 
a further 26 per cent earned from 
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$1,000 to $1,499 per family annually 
and could afford the munificent sum 
of 10/2 cents per person per meal 
for food. 
According to Labor Action the share- 

croppers of southwest Missouri com- 

plain 
The government said it would help 

the croppers through the AAA. The 
landlord made us into day laborers 
and stole the money we should have 
got. Now they give us a little crop 
of six acres. We can't live on it, but 
by that they hope to tie us down so 
that we can do day labor for them. 
They are fooling themselves if they 
think they are fooling us. Long ago 
we used to make a little corn on the 
side. They stopped that. Little by 
little we are starving to death. We 
live in shacks where the rain comes 
in through a hundred holes and we 
have nothing to wear. Year after year 
it's the same thing, only worse. Now 
when at last we start to organize, 
they tell us to sacrifice for the war. 
We have nothing to sacrifice with. 
Turning our attention to lands ad- 

mittedly poorer than the United States, 
we learn that in 1937, Chile produced 
forty million dollars worth of nitrates, 
one hundred million dollars worth of 

copper, eight million dollars worth of 
wool and eight million dollars worth of 

gold and iron. Nothwithstanding this 
her population of five million whites, 
mestizos and Indians are wretchedly 
poor. Hugo F. Artucio says in the Free 
World that of the total working popu- 
lation of Chile, 1,450,000, eight hun- 
dred thousand earn less than two dollars 
a day and 475,000 less than one dollar 
a day. He continues 

Our death rate among children is 
50.5 per cent. Out of every ten 
babies born alive, one dies in the 
first month. One-fourth of them die 
before they are a year old, and almost 

half of them die before reaching the 
age of nine. Four hundred thousand 
children do not attend school. This 
is 42 per cent of the school popula- 
tion. We have six hundred thousand 
children who cannot read or write. 
And of the children born alive, 27.9 
per cent are illegitimate. 

+ Jesus S. Herzog speaks of the land 
monopoly in Latin America as the cause 
of poverty. Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile and Colombia have their lands 
divided into great estates with absentee 
landlords living in the large cities, with 
little capital expended on the farms and 
profit squeezed out of the peons. The 

only exception to this is Costa Rica. 
In 1900 there were in Mexico many 

properties of two and a half million 
acres and more. General Terrazas owned 
an estate as large as Belgium, Denmark 
and Holland combined. In 1910, ninety- 
five per cent of the land was owned by 
834 proprietors while there were three 
million heads of families without land. 
This was the reason for the Mexican 
revolution. After twenty-five years of 
reform there are a million agricultural 
farmers in Mexico and one-third of these 
still have no land. There are still nearly 
two thousand land owners possessing 
more than twenty-five thousand acres of 
land each. 

If we turn from America to the colored 

peoples of South Africa we find in a 

study of twenty-five thousand of these 
households as reported by Race Rela- 
tions: 3 per cent of these households 
were destitute; 17 per cent suffered 
acute poverty; thirty-two per cent were 
in need; only 15 per cent had adequate 
income for decent living. Race Relations 
News of South Africa says 
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The average income of the adult 
African wage earner in Johannesburg 
locations is only ?4.2s. Od. per month, 
whereas the average family expendi- 
ture is ?5 lls. Od. per month. The 
difference is partly made up by the 
joint efforts of the wives and chil- 
dren, but even with the strictest 
economy in essentials the average 
family can never make its budget 
balance. 
George Padmore writing in the British 

New Leader says of Southern Rhodesia 
Rhodesian tobacco and maize are 

cultivated chiefly by cheap black 
labor. Africans are paid about 12 shil- 
lings six pence per month of 30 
working days. Women and children 
get even less! 

There is no colony, with the pos- 
sible exception of Kenya, where child 
labor flourishes as in Southern Rho- 
desia. In passing the Juveniles' Em- 
ployment Act, a government spokes- 
man declared that: 

"It was in the best interests of the 
children, as it prevented them becom- 
ing vagabonds and waifs exposed to 
pernicious influences." 

This child labor regulation gives 
the native commissioner and officers 
of his department the right to arrange 
the hiring out of children to white 
employers for a period not exceeding 
six months at a time. 

The labor regulations also provide 
for punishment by fines, imprison- 
ment or flogging for any breach of 
contract. According to Hansard (28- 
3-39) 1,056 Africans were sentenced 
to corporal punishment in 1938. 
The Johannesburg Star in February, 

1942, declared 
Gradual physical deterioration of 

the bulk of urban natives has had 
to be accepted as a fact. Many people 
deplore it, but though something has 
been done in the ways of wage im- 
provement and better housing, no 
satisfactory means of alleviation has 
been found. 

What is the cause of this world-wide 

poverty? Pierre Cot says of pre-war 
France 

France was one of the European 
countries where wealth was the least 
well distributed. A study published 
recently by M. Paul H. Beik, in 
Political Science Quarterly shows that 
in Paris in 1930-1931, 1.18 per cent 
of the population owned 72.31 per 
cent of the public wealth, while 94.1 
per cent owned only 7.65 per cent; 
the wealthy man thus had 430 times 
more riches than the poor one. 
He adds 

My conclusion is that there can be 
no political democracy without eco- 
nomic and social democracy. The 
mistake that we have committed dur- 
ing the nineteenth century and the 
first part of the twentieth century is 
to have thought that political democ- 
racy could serve to bring social de- 
mocracy; it was a mistake because 
the anti-democratic forces of capital- 
ism have revealed themselves as more 
powerful than the forces of political 
democracy. In the struggle between 
political power (that is to say de- 
mocracy) and economic power (that 
is to say capitalism), European de- 
mocracy has succumbed, and democ- 
racy all over the world has weakened 
itself. Future F r e n ch democracy 
ought to take to heart these hard 
lessons. It should build a political 
regime and an economic regime which 
are both democratic. 

* The remedy for the present situation, 
and the way in which the labor move- 
ment is hastening industrial democracy 
is shown in the case of steel workers. 
The Homestead Strike of 1892 repre- 
sented the triumph of Andrew Carnegie 
and Frick over organized labor. Later 

Gary held that the twelve-hour day was 
a way of using the laborer's "leisure 
time." Then came the attempt again to 

organize the steel workers in 1901 when 
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the attitude of the white workers toward 
Negroes proved fatal to labor unity. In 
1919 came a new effort which was really 
killed by the Negroes who refused to 
strike because of color discrimination 
in the unions and made the strike a 
failure. After the depression and the 
entrance of the NIRA program, pressure 
from the communists and others forced 
the organization of Negro labor and 
finally the CIO opened the door even 
more widely. 

Edwin A. Lahey says in the New Re- 
public 

But the events of the past six years 
tell the story. Millions added to the 
pay envelopes of the working stiffs 
of the smoky little towns of western 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. A 
total of 903 steel manufacturing, fab- 
ricating and processing plants under 
contract. Common labor rate in- 
creased from 47 cents to 721; cents. 
Average rate increased from 72 cents 
to nearly $1. 
Wellington Roe in the New Republic 

shows the meaning of labor organiza- 
tion 

Older nations will have the privi- 
lege to help younger nations get 
started on the path to industrializa- 
tion, but there must be neither mili- 
tary nor economic imperialism. The 
methods of the nineteenth century 
will not work in the people's century 
which is now about to begin. India, 
China and Latin America have a tre- 
mendous stake in the people's cen- 
tury. As their masses learn to read 
and write, and as they become pro- 
ductive mechanics, their standard of 
living will double and treble. Mod- 
ern science, when devoted wholeheart- 
edly to the general welfare, has in it 
potentialities of which we do not yet 
dream. 
English public opinion is b e i n g 

aroused. Harding says in the Free World 
The editor of the London Econo- 

mist, Tory journal of t h e British 
aristocracy and money interests, has 
stated flatly that in the future no 
subject of Britain shall be deprived 
of his basic needs in food, housing, 
clothing, medical care, and education. 
The head of the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment Administration has stated that 
the United States is rich enough agri- 
culturally to guarantee hereafter that 
no citizen goes inadequately fed and 
that that guarantee will be made good 
in future. 
Lyttelton, British production minister, 

has declared that more socialism and 
more government planning would be 
necessary to make a better post-war 
world. The associate professor of Social 
and International Ethics at Catholic 
University declares 

The Americas, such as Canada, the 
United States, Argentina and Brazil, 
are under grave moral obligation to 
remove speedily by progressive ac- 
tion present unreasonable immigra- 
tion barriers. Nor does the obliga- 
tion terminate here. There exists the 
further auxiliary moral duty of facili- 
tating the transportation and settle- 
ment of surplus populations in our 
wide, uninhabited spaces. 

INDIA 
* The refusal of India to accept the 
dramatic gesture f o r understanding 
made by Churchill has astonished the 
world. This proposal was as follows in 
its main provisions 

Immediately upon cessation of hos- 
tilities, steps will be taken to set up 
in India ... an elected body charged 
with the task of framing a new con- 
stitution for India. 

Provision shall be made .. . for 
participation of Indian States [i.e. 
the States under independent princes] 
in the constitution-making body. 
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His Majesty's Government under- 
take to accept and implement forth- 
with the institution so framed subject 
only to: 

Firstly, the right of any province 
of British India that is not prepared 
to accept the new constitution to re- 
tain its present constitutional posi- 
tion .. 

The constitution-making body shall 
be composed as follows unless the 
leaders of Indian opinion in the 
principal communities agree upon 
some other form before the end of 
hostilities: Immediately upon the re- 
sult being known of provincial elec- 
tions which will be necessary at the 
end of hostilities, the entire member- 
ship of the lower houses of provincial 
legislatures shall as a single electoral 
college proceed to the election of a 
constitution-making body by the sys- 
tem of proportional representation. 

This new body shall be in number 
about one-tenth of the number of the 
electoral college. Indian States [i.e. 
the princes, with no democratic con- 
trol] shall be invited to appoint rep- 
resentatives in the same proportion 
to their total population as in the 
case of representatives of British In- 
dia as a whole and with the same 
powers as British Indian members. 

The answer of the All-India Congress 
Party was as follows 

The committee, while recognizing 
that self-determination for the people 
of India is accepted in principle in 
that uncertain future, regret that this 
is fettered and circumscribed and that 
certain provisions have been intro- 
duced which gravely imperil the de- 
velopment of a free and united na- 
tional government and establishment 
of a democratic State .... 

The complete ignoring of 90,000,- 
000 people in the Indian States and 
their treatment as commodities at the 
disposal of their rulers is a negation 

both of democracy and self-determi- 
nation. .... 

Such States may in many ways be- 
come barriers to the growth of Indian 
freedom. Enclaves where foreign au- 
thority still prevails and where the 
possibility of maintaining foreign 
armed forces, it has been stated, 
would be a likely contingency and a 
perpetual menace to the freedom of 
the people of the States as well as 
of the rest of India. .... 
Acceptance beforehand of the novel 
principle of non-accession for a prov- 
ince is also a severe blow to the 
conception of Indian unity.... 

The proposal now made on the 
part of the British War Cabinet en- 
courages and will lead to attempts 
at separation at the very inception 
of union, and thus create friction 
just when the utmost cooperation and 
good will are most needed.... 

It has been made clear that the 
defense of India will in any event 
remain under British control. At any 
time defense is a vital subject. Dur- 
ing wartime it is all-important and 
covers almost every sphere of life and 
administration. 

The committee are, therefore, un- 
able to accept the proposals put for- 
ward on behalf of the British War 
Cabinet. 

* Why did the offer fail? One reason 
was the distrust of Winston Churchill. 
As one sees in the biography by Lewis 
Broad, he began his career by fighting 
against the Cuban insurrectionists who 
were trying to free their country from 
Spain. He then helped Kitchener over- 
throw the blacks in the Sudan and later 
helped the English subdue the Boers. 
He was against woman suffrage and at- 
tacked the labor government because it 
favored dominion status for India! He 
stood with Hoare and Laval in their 
surrender to Italy. 
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It is clear that the Indians would not 
be predisposed to accept what Gandhi 
called a "post-dated check" from such 
a leader. As Cripps, himself, said "past 
distrust has proved too strong to allow 
of present agreement." 

Moreover, Syud Hossain reminds us 
in the Free World, Nehru, himself, was 
released from jail only three days be- 
fore the attack at Pearl Harbor! 

In a debate on India in the House 
of Commons on June 15, 1922, Ben 
Spoor, who afterwards became a 
member of Ramsay MacDonald's Gov- 
ernment, said: 

At the present moment over 20,000 
political prisoners are in jail. They 
include men of high culture, men 
whose character has never been ques- 
tioned. They include men of culture, 
I submit, probably greatly in excess 
of the average member of the House 
of Commons. 

ETHIOPIA 
* Robert Gale Woolbert writing in For- 
eign Affairs on the future of Ethiopia 
says 

On November 28 of last year 
Italian resistance in East Africa ended 
with the surrender of the besieged 
Fascist garrison at Gondar. The cam- 
paign had been typical of this war 
in that the Allied forces were com- 
posed of units from many parts of 
the world. The British Empire con- 
tributed men from the United King- 
dom, West Africa, Rhodesia, South 
Africa, Kenya, the Sudan and India. 
There were also contingents from the 
Belgian Congo and the Free French 
colonies in Africa. And last, but 
certainly not least, there were the 
"patriot" armies raised by the Ethio- 
pians themselves. 
In 1938, the British Government de- 

cided to recognize the Italian conquest 
of Ethiopia; but when war opened be- 

tween Great Britain and Italy, the Negus 
was sent to the Sudan in a British plane 
and on January 15, 1941, began the 
re-conquest of Ethiopia. The Italian 
viceroy surrendered May 19. There 
ensued a peculiar situation. It was 
necessary for Great Britain again for- 
mally to recognize the Ethiopian state; 
but this was not true of the United 
States which had never acknowledged 
the Italian conquest. Then again, there 
came the question as to what territory 
should be included in the new Ethiopia 

Thus far three main schools of 
thought have manifested themselves 
on this subject in England. One 
school, composed primarily of lib- 
erals and anti-imperialists, holds that 
Ethiopia should not only be restored 
to her 1935 boundaries, but should 
also be given Eritrea, and perhaps 
French and Italian Somaliland .... 

Another group, more numerous and 
influential, holds that the Ethiopian 
Empire is hopelessly backward and 
that therefore the non-Amharic and 
non-Christian parts of it should be 
lopped off, leaving only the ancient 
core of historic Abyssinia under a 
nominal freedom, but in reality as 
a British protectorate. .... 

Then there is the pro-Italian point 
of view, expounded by such persons 
as Major Polson Newman, who de- 
fend the reputation of the Italians as 
colonizers and suggest that after the 
war Eritrea and Somalia, at least, 
could be returned to a chastened Italy. 

In addition, there is the attitude 
prevalent among many of the unre- 
constructed Boer Nationalists who re- 
gard all of sub-Saharan Africa as the 
rightful sphere for South African im- 
perialism. Field Marshal Smuts him- 
self, though certainly no adherent to 
this school of thought, talks of the 
"United States of Africa" in which the 
Union would play the leading role.. 

In any event, the Ethiopian Empire 
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is an historical reality and the wise 
course for peacemakers is to build 
upon that foundation. Anything that 
can be done to prevent the rise of 
countless small African nationalisms 
based on racial, linguistic or religious 
differences should be encouraged. The 
tendency today must be towards inte- 
gration, not partition. The Balkaniza- 
tion of Africa can hardly be the aim 
of enlightened statesmanship. 
On the other hand, for the duration 

of the war and according to the "agree- 
ment" between England and Ethiopia, 
she is today a de facto British protec- 
torate with a position somewhat similar 
to that of Egypt, Iraq and Iran. 
* In England there was held March 
fifth at the Archaeological Institute a 

great meeting attended by leading per- 
sonages representing nineteen of the 
United Nations to celebrate the libera- 
tion of Ethiopia. There was expressed 
at the time some doubt and disappoint- 
ment at the attitude of the British Gov- 
ernment. Professor Berriedale Keith 
writes in the New Times and Ethiopia 
News 

Under International Law all alien- 
ations of Ethiopian property and all 
concessions of every kind made by 
the Italian government, while in occu- 
pation, cease and determine auto- 
matically on re-conquest and the ces- 
sation of Italian occupation. There 
is no excuse for the attitude adopted 
by Lord Cranborne on this question. 
It is a deliberate attempt to pervert 
International Law to the detriment of 
the Emperor. 

Under International Law the only 
private property of Italians in Ethio- 
pia which remains unaffected by the 
cessation of the Italian occupation is 
such property as was legally acquired 
by Italians prior to the Italian in- 
vasion. 
The Daily Dispatch of East London, 

South Africa says that what was not 
disclosed at first in the agreement but 
has since come to light by questions 
asked in the House of Lords 

is that ?90,000,000 worth of Italian 
property and possessions in Abyssinia, 
which were captured by the British 
and Abyssinian forces, are to be safe- 
guarded and "accounted for" at the 
general peace settlement after the 
war. This provision, which received 
no publicity and which the British 
Foreign Office, or certain elements in 
it, appear to have been at some pains 
to obscure, was very sharply criticised 
by Lord Wedgwood. "As I see the 
agreement," he said, "when we step 
out we shall have the Italians taking 
our place as directors of Abyssinia 
. . . the agreement is a fatal blunder 
because it saves for the Italians all 
their property, rights and investments 
in Abyssinia, and concessions which 
were made during the Italian occu- 
pation. Under this agreement the 
Italians stay in Abyssinia and they 
will be supported by the British tax- 
payer." 

? In addition to this there are unsettled 
questions as to Italian doctors in Ethio- 
pian hospitals; as to whether the postal 
service is going to be restored to Ethio- 
pia; and as to whether Ethiopia is 
going to be represented on international 
bodies. Sharp criticism of the English 
attitude comes from Gaetano Salvemini. 
He says in the New Times and Ethiopia 
News 

I am ready to renounce publicly 
all claim to Italian sovereignty and 
any political or economic privilege, 
not only in Ethiopia and Eritrea, but 
also in Libya, the Dodecanese Islands, 
Albania, South Tyrol, that territory 
at the back of Trieste. .... 

But I do not understand why I 
should make such clear-cut renuncia- 
tions as far as the territories known 
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as Italian are concerned, and should 
merely express a "hope" that the 
British and French do the same as 
far as their Somaliland territories are 
concerned. What would you think if 
I asked you to renounce British sov- 
ereign powers and any political or 
economic privilege in all British co- 
lonial territories, and express only a 
"hope" that Italy might renounce her 
claims on her territories? And why 
would you ask only Italians to be 
"zealous for the welfare and the 
honour of Italy" when you do not 
ask Britain and France to do the 
same? Why do you create an Italian 
monopoly on righteousness? Y o u r 
method of sweeping before the doors 
of Italy and ignoring British and 
French doors can only produce revolt, 
and this is what your letter has pro- 
duced in me. 

A SEMINAR ON AMERICAN 
RACIALISM 

? The seminar held by the American 
Missionary Association in New York 
City, January 16, 1942, was a straight- 
forward discussion. The general secre- 
tary, Fred L. Brownlee, said 

If Negroes were brought to the 
United States as slaves for economic 
reasons but later emancipated for 
humanitarian reasons, what is it that 
still keeps them in a bondage of 
tradition and custom more binding 
than chattel slavery? We call it 
racialism or racism, but that is but 
a rationalized name with which we 
cover the symptoms of the disease. 

Edwin R. Embree said 
The theory is that the white Western 

Europeans, in general the Teutons 
and Saxons (although we do extend 
it to include all white Europeans), 
are the ruling class in the United 
States and all other peoples are sub- 
ordinate, their subordination being 
almost in direct proportion to the 
amount of pigment in their skin. 

Buell Gallagher, president of Talla- 
dega said 

It seems to me that the principal 
device used to perpetuate racism in 
America is segregation. That device 
is practiced universally in this coun- 
try. Segregation can take place in 
many forms, and can be crude or 
subtle. For example, there is special 
segregation-"the other side of the 
tracks;" and temporal segregation, 
where the dominant group will permit 
others to attain a certain degree of 
achievement only after that stage has 
been reached and passed by the domi- 
nant group. 
Oswald Garrison Villard declared 

Some of my Negro friends have 
plainly said they hope the colored 
man on the other side of the globe 
will teach the white man a lesson. 
Bronislaw Malinowski, who has since 

died, said 
It is important that the white peo- 

ple be educated to the implications 
of racism. Racism as a form of folk- 
lore would not live two minutes if it 
did not have a whole block of vested 
interests behind it. When race preju- 
dice is buttressed with a whole set of 
legal, economic, social and political 
vested interests, the fight is hard, and 
here I want to reflect on Mr. Brown- 
lee's statement that "in one hundred 
years we have not solved the prob- 
lem." We shall not be able to pass 
any world-shaking resolution here, 
but we insist that the flag of democ- 
racy has a very black stain on it. 
Mrs. Jessie Daniel Ames of the Com- 

mission on Interracial Cooperation said 
The same people that make up 

the government also make up the 
churches. You cannot have a democ- 
racy when one-third of the population 
cannot vote. 
Ambrose Caliver of the United States 

Office of Education said 
I wonder if you are aware of the 
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fact that race antagonism seems to be 
increasing at a very rapid rate right 
now? 

It was finally voted that it is the 
sense of this assembly that the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association be en- 
couraged to carry forward its con- 
tacts looking toward a closer integra- 
tion of existing agencies in racial 
work, correlating their studies and 
surveys, and using cooperatively their 
expert staffs in coming to close grips 
with the problems of racism in 
America and in the world at large. 

ASIA 
Albert Hirst writing in the New York 

Times says 
Chapter 7 of Title 8 of the United 

States Code is entitled "Exclusion of 
Chinese." Pursuant to Section 263, 
the coming of Chinese laborers to 
the United States is suspended, and 
it shall not be lawful for any Chinese 
laborers to come from any foreign 
port or place or having so come to 
remain within the United States." 

In other words, the quota system 
does not apply to Chinese laborers. 
Chinese "other than laborers" may, 
under Section 263, come to the United 
States, but only if they obtain cer- 
tificates which we require from no 
other visitors. Under the present 
handling of visas, it seems that obvi- 
ously there is no justification for such 
offensive and humiliating discrimina- 
tion. 

Finally, under Section 703 a Chinese 
may not become a citizen because the 
"right to become a naturalized citizen 
. shall extend only to white per- 
sons, persons of African nativity or 
descent and descendants of races in- 
digenous to the Western Hemisphere." 
Thus, any native of Europe or Africa 
and any American Indian may be- 
come a citizen, but not our comrades 
in arms .. . 

If we unfortunately are unable to 
give the Chinese all the support that 

our interests as well as theirs urgently 
require, we might at least show our 
good intentions by repealing statutes 
which no self-respecting Chinese can 
consider otherwise than insulting. 

* The New Republic adds to this a 
statement as to the situation of the 
Filipinos 

Ticketed as both heroes and unde- 
sirable aliens, Filipinos in the United 
States are wondering what on earth 
they are and what their status will 
be tomorrow. 

There are 60,000 of them in the 
United States and something more 
than that number in Hawaii. Most 
on the mainland are in California. 
In the early thirties certain California 
groups agitated for the total exclu- 
sion of Filipinos but, since Filipinos 
then owed allegiance to the United 
States, such a measure was too crude 
to make headway. When the Tydings- 
McDuffie bill giving the Philippines 
independence in 1946 was passed, 
however, Filipino immigration was 
limited to lfty persons a year. A 
special California law forbade them 
to own real estate, regardless of the 
length of their residence in the United 
States. They were refused the right 
to practice law. They were also 
bracketed with aliens of other nation- 
alities in the sweeping provisions of 
the anti-alien land law. 

As aliens, they were disqualified 
from enlistment in the armed forces 
of the United States. President Roose- 
velt by proclamation established their 
right to be inducted into the army, 
under the 1940 draft law, but they 
were relegated to class 4C. 

Succeeding events have left them 
utterly bewildered. The fall of the 
Philippines was of course a tremen- 
dous shock to them. The demonstra- 
tion of the fighting ability of their 
own troops was a source of great 
pride. Overnight they themselves were 
reclassified in the draft and moved 
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from the bottom of the list to the 
top, from 4C to 1A. Even the navy 
presently opened its guarded doors to 
them. The office of the Philippines 
Commissioner advised them simply 
to join up, as if that were the perfect 
solution to all problems. 

But not all Filipinos can join up, 
any more than all Americans can. 
And of the proportion which can, 
some may be more needed in their 
present jobs .... 

The Filipinos are simply standing 
about waiting to see what will happen 
to them. Many have quit their jobs 
and are spending their savings, aban- 
doning any effort to make plans for 
the future. "Little Manila," in Los 
Angeles, is demoralized. Some Fili- 
pino groups, notably the Caballeros 
de Dimas-Alang, the largest fraternal 
organization, are attempting to for- 
mulate a policy, but look in vain 
to the Philippines Commissioner for 
guidance. 

RACE AND ART 

* A story by Ted Poston in the New 
Republic is called "The Revolt of the 
Evil Fairies." Like Richard Wright's 
Native Son, it is a case of frank self- 
criticism from within the Negro group. 
Until recently it was not good form 
for American Negroes to criticize their 
own shortcomings. Unconsciously they 
tended to make themselves the perfect 
victims rather than ordinary delinquent 
human beings. Ted Poston writes of 
an incident in Kentucky where for years 
a pageant arranged by the colored peo- 
ple staged the lighter Negroes as the 
good fairies and the blacks as the evil 
fairies. But on one occasion the evil 

fairies revolted and Prince Charming 
was knocked down. "When the curtain 
rang down, the forces of Good and Evil 
were locked in combat, and Sleeping 
Beauty was wide awake, and streaking 
for the wings." 

BRONISLAW MALINOWSKI 
* The death of the great anthropologist 
Malinowski is more than an ordinary 
event. In physical science the attitudes 
and social outlook of the scientist is on 
the whole of no great importance; but 
in a day when the social scientist is 
coming to the fore with heavier and 
heavier responsibilities in seeking and 
explaining the truth, it is clear that cer- 
tain people are constitutionally inhibited 
from becoming great social investiga- 
tors. Under ordinary circumstances, 
(and there are of course exceptions), 
a white man trained in the racial phil- 
osophy and outlook of the South, can 
never become a leader in anthropology 
or social reform. There are certain 
similar difficulties in the way of an 
Englishman, particularly if he belongs 
to the imperialists. It was, therefore, 
interesting and striking that one of the 
greatest anthropologists of our day, 
noted for his broad fair outlook and 
convincing conclusions, was a Pole who 
worked in England and the United 
States; who had had wide contacts in 
the South Seas and Africa, and who 
brought to his study of the science of 
man, a clear unbiased set of attitudes 
and sympathetic understanding of cul- 
tural patterns. 

334 


	Article Contents
	p. 320
	p. 321
	p. 322
	p. 323
	p. 324
	p. 325
	p. 326
	p. 327
	p. 328
	p. 329
	p. 330
	p. 331
	p. 332
	p. 333
	p. 334

	Issue Table of Contents
	Phylon (1940-1956), Vol. 3, No. 3 (3rd Qtr., 1942), pp. 249-344
	Front Matter [pp.  251 - 252]
	Cuba, Marti and the Race Problem [pp.  253 - 250]
	Dilemma [p.  276]
	Whither Martinique? [pp.  277 - 283]
	A Message to American Negroes [pp.  284 - 286]
	Some Aspects of Race Relations in Brazil [pp.  287 - 249]
	Jose Manuel Valdes, Great Peruvian Mulatto [pp.  297 - 319]
	Amigos, Amis [p.  319]
	A Chronicle of Race Relations [pp.  320 - 334]
	Books and Race
	untitled [pp.  335 - 336]
	untitled [pp.  336 - 337]
	untitled [pp.  337 - 338]
	Mere Mention [pp.  338 - 339]

	Race in Periodicals [pp.  339 - 344]



