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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

By W. E. B. DU BOIS 

THE WAVERING IDEALS OF WAR 
* The declared objects of the present 
World War have changed in essential 

particulars since the last issue of PHY- 

LON. It looked then as though this might 
become openly and declaredly a war for 
racial and cultural equality. Certain 
statements since then, tend to support 
this point of view. The greatest single 
pronouncement was that by Vice-Presi- 
dent Henry A. Wallace, May 8, 1942, in 
which he said with great frankness 

This is a fight between a slave world 
and a free world. Just as the United 
States in 1862 could not remain half 
slave and half free, so in 1942 the 
world must make its decision for a 
complete victory one way or the 
other ... 

The people are on the march toward 
even fuller freedom than the most for- 
tunate peoples of the earth have hith- 
erto enjoyed .... 

Some have spoken of the "American 
Century." I say that the century on 
which we are entering-the century 
which will come out of this war-can 
be and must be the century of the 
common man. Perhaps it will be 
America's opportunity to suggest the 
freedoms and duties by which the 
common man must live. Everywhere 
the common man must learn to build 
his own industries with his own hands 
in a practical fashion. Everywhere 
the common man must learn to in- 
crease his productivity so that he and 
his children can eventually pay to the 
world community all that they have 
received. No nation will have the God- 

given right to exploit other nations. 
Older nations will have the privilege 
to help younger nations get started on 
the path to industrialization but there 
must be neither military nor economic 
imperialism. 
To this Pearl Buck's collected essays 

called American Unity and Asia add in 
her letter to colored Americans 

If democracy did not win, the white 
people would have to make themselves 
into a great standing army, highly 
trained, constantly prepared to keep 
the colored peoples subdued, and 
there could be no greater slavery than 
that necessity. It is possible, in this 
grave moment, that in such a place as 
Australia there might be white people 
made slaves by their conquerors, just 
as white people now are slaves in cer- 
tain countries and no less slaves be- 
cause their rulers are other white men. 
The issue today is not one of race, 
colored or white. It is freedom. 
Even some Australian leaders seem to 

see light. Sir Bertram S. B. Stevens said 
at Sidney, July 19 

The defeat of Japan is essential if 
the East is to work harmoniously and 
amicably with the rest of the world, 
but the defeat of Japan will not mean 
a return in the East to the old quies- 
cent subservience. 

Europeans and Americans will have 
to regard the Chinese, Indians, Malays 
and Javanese as friends of equal sta- 
tus. The days of colonial wars and 
of making profits by teaching Asiatics 
the wonders of Western civilization 
are gone forever. 
Mr. Justice Frankfurter of the Su- 
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preme Court, speaking at the College of 
the City of New York, said that we had 
for a while regarded this war as a war 
of clashing imperialisms 

Now we see it for what it is-not at 
all as a war to save either the old 
British Empire or the new British 
Commonwealth of Nations. It is a war 
to save civilization itself from sub- 
mergence. 

* On the other hand the imperial tradi- 
tion will not down. The re-publication 
of Mackinder's Democratic Ideals and 
Reality emphasizes that there is one con- 
tinent, the Eastern Hemisphere 

That hemisphere contains fourteen- 
sixteenths of the human race; Eng- 
land, Japan and the Asiatic islands 
contain one-sixteenth, with the Ameri- 
can island (or islands) covering an- 
other sixteenth. 

Within this continent lies the heartland 
and 

Who rules East Europe commands the 
Heartland: 

Who rules the Heartland commands 
the World-Island: 

Who rules the World-Island com- 
mands the World. 

Fortune, the American rich man's 
magazine, lays down an elaborate plan 
detailing just how Japan is to be cap- 
tured, garrisoned and held. All this re- 
lapse to imperialism brings the question 
of future police power. World Federa- 
tion Now says 

A voluntary world "police force" 
might be better than chaos, provided 
such force were established and left 
standing (as in the founding of our 
United States) without any specific au- 
thority to coerce a state. But most 
writers on international "police force" 
call for definite provisions authoriz- 
ing the "police force" to "crack down" 
on a delinquent state. Such a provis- 
ion is simply making a Civil War 

inevitable by putting down in black 
and white exactly how it shall start. 
Former Ambassador Grew who helped 

on the present war by his remarks 

"straight from the horse's mouth", which 
the Japanese must have regarded as add- 

ing to a series of national insults, now 

emphasizes Japanese power 
We are up against a powerful fight- 

ing machine, a people whose morale 
cannot and will not be broken even by 
successive defeats, who will certainly 
not be broken by economic hardships, 
a people who individually and col- 
lectively will gladly sacrifice their 
lives for their Emperor and their na- 
tion, and who can be brought to earth 
only by physical defeat, by being 
ejected physically from the areas 
which they have temporarily con- 
quered or by the progressive attrition 
of their naval power and merchant 
marine which will finally result in 
cutting off their homeland from all 
connection with and access to those 
outlying areas-by complete defeat in 
battle. 
There is no mention of any attempt 

to meet whatever justice there is in 
Japanese demands. The correspondents 
of the New York Times have published 
fantastic stories of Japan's dreams of 
world conquest; but the real difficulty is 

emphasized by Professor Kennedy of 
Yale 

Asserting that Japan's policy could 
not be described as seeking the sub- 
jugation of the other people of Asia, 
he said: 

"That is only a by-product, and 
fundamentally it means aligning the 
yellow race against the white. 

"The full significance can only be 
appreciated if you know the intense 
resentment that has been built up, not 
only in Japan, but also in China, by 
a half century of domineering whites." 

Colonel Blimp, the British cartoon crea- 
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tion of the war, says 
Gad, sir, Japan 
is right. Keeping 
the white man out 
of the black man's 
country is the 
yellow man's burden. 

A Negro American soldier adds to this 
idea when, according to Horace R. Cay- 
ton in the Nation, he reports a young 
black recruit as saying 

Just carve on my tombstone, "Here 
lies a black man killed fighting a yel- 
low man for the protection of a white 
man." 

* One element in the war which annoys 
both Great Britain and America, is that 
Russia is not fighting Japan, nor is 
Japan fighting Russia. American news- 
papers have been filled with the idea 
that Japan might attack Russia; but 
Victor A. Yakhontoff says in the New 
Republic that this is but wishful think- 
ing and that the neutrality pact between 
Tokyo and Moscow shows every likeli- 
hood of remaining in force 

The Russians might even consider 
it as a part payment for all they had 
done for us and for the rest of the 
United Nations by killing more Ger- 
mans and destroying more of their 
tanks, airplanes and other war ma- 
chines than all the other allies, to 
paraphrase the words of President 
Roosevelt. 
This brings the tragic position of Rus- 

sia to the fore. There is widely current 
belief that Russia is not receiving fair 
consideration from the United Nations. 
The public believed that Russia had been 

promised a second front this year. It 
seems clear that Churchill's widely ad- 
vertised visit to Stalin was to tell him 

frankly that no such help could be ex- 

pected in 1942. Periodicals like the 
New Republic question the wisdom of 

this disappointing decision. Bruce 
Bliven writes 

If in the autumn of 1942, Britain 
and America are not able to fight one- 
fifth of Germany's army, how do they 
expect to fight five-fifths of it-as they 
may be forced to do-in 1943? 
Under the dominant leadership of 

Churchill neither Russia nor China is 
a real colleague in the United Nations 
and this brings us to the tragedy of India. 

INDIA 

* The main cause of the worsening in 
war ideals in the last few months, is the 

present situation in India. One cannot 
be reminded too often that, as Louis 
Fischer says in the Nation, "the poverty 
and stagnation of India are the back- 

ground against which the present situa- 
tion must be seen. .... India is a mis- 

erably poor, hungry, retarded country. 
Most Indians are half-starved and three- 
fourths naked." 

As Nehru insists in his article in the 

New York Times 
However this war may develop, 

whatever the end may be, no matter 
what the peace is going to be, it is 
certain that the Western World can 
no longer dominate over Asia. If 
this is not realized and if the attempt 
is made to continue the old relation- 
ship in any form, this means the end 
of peace and another disastrous con- 
flict. 
The difficulty is that England not only 

refuses to be held responsible to any 
serious degree for present social condi- 

tions in India but insists that the chief 

difficulties lie with the Indians them- 

selves and that her broad and adequate 

promises of eventual Indian independ- 
ence have been foolishly rejected. On 

the other hand, the president of the In- 
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dian National Congress declared that 
Cripps did not keep his word 

You told me then that there would 
be a national government which would 
function as a Cabinet and that the po- 
sition of the Viceroy would be anal- 
ogous to that of the King of England 
vis-a-vis his Cabinet. In regard to the 
India Office [headed by Leopold S. 
Amery in London] you told me that 
you were surprised that no one had 
so far mentioned this important mat- 
ter, and that the practical course was 
to have this attached or incorporated 
with the Dominions' Office. 

No sooner had the English power in In- 
dia heard of this offer than they forced 
its change and practical annulment. The 
final offer left the viceroy supreme, the 
Indians with no real voice in the pres- 
ent government and the future status to 
depend entirely upon England after the 
war. 

It goes without saying that the In- 
dians do not trust the word of English- 
men. This explains not only the Indian 
situation but the Irish complication. No 
amount of protestation on the part of the 
English can today convince Eire that it 
can expect honest treatment from Eng- 
land. It is not an answer to this when 
the English declare that the Indians are 
already represented in Indian govern- 
ment; that nine of the thirteen members 
of the Viceroy's Council are Indians. 
The Indians answer that the Viceroy can 
veto any action of his Council and that 
the nine Indians nominated to member- 
ship are stooges. A dispatch to the New 
York Times says 

Last Sunday evening in the native 
section of Old Delhi, some of these 
sympathizers organized a procession 
in which the Viceroy was represented 
by an Indian in tattered clothes and 
the Indian members of his Council by 

as many donkeys, with their names on 
placards, just so that there would be 
no misunderstanding. It represented 
one expression of popular feeling. 

The gap between those Indians who 
serve the government and those who 
are fighting for independence is just 
as unbridgeable at present as the gap 
between the British and the Indians. 
It is this situation of unbelief and lack 

of faith that points out the dangers of 
the present situation. Herbert L. Mat- 
thews writes to the New York Times 

saying 
It must always be stressed that 

mutual distrust is one of the roots 
of India's troubles and that while 
Americans take for granted that the 
British.are perfectly sincere and, any- 
way, could not escape fulfilling their 
promises even if they wanted to, a 
great many Indians do not believe 
them. 
There is in this devil's broth the tre- 

mendous advantage of having the lead- 

ership of Mohandas Gandhi. Despite the 
slurs of Churchill and the contempt of 
many Americans, here is one of the 
world's great men. Lord Linlithgow, 
Viceroy of India, himself has said 
"Gandhi is the biggest thing in India." 
Yet it was Gandhi who moved toward a 
final break with England. He did it 

clearly and openly and wrote this reso- 
lution for the Indian Congress 

Whereas the British War Cabinet 
proposals by Sir Stafford Cripps have 
shown up British imperialism in its 
nakedness as never before, the All-In- 
dia Congress Committee has come to 
the following conclusions: 

The committee is of the opinion that 
Britain is incapable of defending In- 
dia. It is natural that whatever she 
does is for her own defense. There is 
the eternal conflict between Indian and 
British interest. It follows that their 
notions of defense would also differ. 
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The British Government has no 
trust in India's political parties. The 
Indian Army has been maintained up 
till now mainly to hold India in sub- 
jugation. It has been completely seg- 
regated from the general population, 
who can in no sense regard it as their 
own. This policy of mistrust still con- 
tinues, and is the reason why national 
defense is not entrusted to India's 
elected representatives. 

Japan's quarrel is not with India. 
She is warring against the British Em- 
pire. India's participation in the war 
has not been with the consent of the 
representatives of the Indian people. 
It was purely a British act. If India 
were freed, her first step would prob- 
ably be to negotiate with Japan. 

The Congress, at the motion of Nehru, 
modified the statement concerning Japan 
so that the resolution finally said "A 
free India would know how to defend 
herself in event of any aggressor attack- 

ing her." The words make little differ- 
ence, for what rankles in the Indian's 
mind is that they are at war today with 

Japan by declaration of England with 

absolutely no consultation with the In- 
dians. 

The movement of Gandhi and the 

Congress was in a sense forced by Indian 

public opinion. Gandhi said 
I know full well that the British 

will have to give us our freedom when 
we have made sufficient sacrifices and 
proven our strength. We must remove 
the hatred for the British from our 
hearts. At least in my heart there is 
no such hatred. As a matter of fact, 
I am a greater friend of the British 
now than I ever was. 

The reason for this is that at this 
moment they are in distress. My 
friendship demands that I must make 
them aware of their mistakes. As I 
am not in the position in which they 
find themselves, I am able to point 

their mistakes out to them. 
I know they are on the brink of the 

ditch, and are about to fall into it. 
Therefore, even if they want to cut off 
my hands, my friendship demands 
that I should try to pull them out of 
that ditch. This is my claim, at which 
many people may laugh, but all the 
same, I say this is true. 
Evidence of this is widespread. A 

journalist speaking to Louis Fischer at 
the Bombay Journalist Association said 
"for us Indians there is no difference 
between British fascism and Japanese 
or German fascism." 

The threat of Japan lies over India 
and is regarded in two ways: the Indians 

say that they cannot organize Indian op- 
position to Japan if England insists on 
white supremacy in India; the English 
say that Japan is so threatening that they 
cannot give up their grip on India. The 
reaction of the English to Gandhi's non- 
violent revolt has been peculiar. In the 
first place it must be remembered that 
the violence is not on Gandhi's program. 
Indeed he has often threatened to starve 
himself to death if violence was the re- 
sult of his program of non-cooperation. 
Not violence but non-cooperation is the 
Gandhi program. But the English make 
no distinction. Henry Judd declares in 
Labor Action that seven hundred and 

twenty-one Indians have been killed and 
one thousand two hundred and nineteen 
wounded. The English largely approve 
this. Churchill's speech was cynical and 

reactionary to the last degree and simply 
carries out his long program of opposi- 
tion to Indian autonomy. Public whip- 
ping is permitted and miscellaneous 

spraying of civilian population by ma- 
chine guns from airplanes was applaud- 
ed in Parliament. 
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More than this.we do not know. It is 
reported that U. Saw, the Burmese Prime 
Minister and leader, who dared ask 
Churchill face to face last year for 
autonomy, is dead after his arrest by 
the British. The strike of fifty thousand 
workers at the Tata Munitions Works 
was not reported in the press for a month 
and American newspaper men have been 
bitter at the refusal to allow them to tell 
the truth. 

The greatest result of the break and 
the most indefensible is the imprison- 
ment of Gandhi, Nehru and other lead- 
ers. These men have already spent a 
large part of their lives in British jails 
and it is the most contradictory result 
of the war that men of high character 
and education who have made their 
career the fight for democracy, should 
be imprisoned by the country which is 
supposed to represent democracy at its 
highest. 

The argument that India cannot be 
allowed freedom until she settles her in- 
ternal difficulties is astonishing when it 
comes from Europeans. That there will 
be innumerable and serious internal 
problems which a free India will have 
to settle; that they may even lead to 
civil war is quite possible; but that 
Europe or any European nation should 
be allowed to settle India's problems for 
her or to say when India shall be al- 
lowed to begin her own settlement, is an 
inadmissible conclusion. 

The reaction of the Indian situation 
in the United States has been on the 
whole gratifying. A few influential 
Americans, to be sure, have stood back 
of the English attitude and have main- 
tained that America has no interest in 
this internal problem of the British Em- 

pire but the New Republic says 
From the assumption that India is 

England's private affair, we have gone 
ahead, under the false sense of unity, 
to assume that loyalty to the United 
Nations means loyalty to England, 
and loyalty to England in the India 
question means loyalty to the English 
Tories, and loyalty to the English 
Tories means loyalty to Amery. Con- 
sequently, the whole American press 
has interpreted unity of the United 
Nations as the duty to follow the 
Cripps-Amerite version of the Indian 
situation, and accepts even such 
gratuitous and basically false propa- 
ganda as the smudge on Gandhi as "an 
appeaser", which both Cripps and 
Amery know is false. This attitude of 
accepting wartime lies in the heat of 
controversy is unworthy of Americans, 
for the Indians are fighting for what 
Americans achieved in their Revolu- 
tionary War-freedom from England. 
Mrs. John Gunther writes bitterly 

The biggest and barest case of ag. 
gression in the world today is the Eng- 
lish aggression in India. 

This is the precedent for all other 
aggressions that have since followed. 
And until it is wiped out, it will re- 
main the moral and physical excuse 
for all other aggressions which con- 
tinue to follow in its rutted trail. ... 

What Britain is doing to India is 
not only political immorality, it is 
political lunacy. Not all the perfumes 
of Araby, nor the most complicated 
apologies of the subtlest Ministries of 
Information can cover up that blot. 

This war must be fought with 
planes, guns, and ships, but first of 
all it must be fought with clean hands. 
Robert R. Reynolds, chairman of the 

Military Affairs Committee of the House 
of Representatives breaks his record of 
being wrong on most questions by saying 

If we are fighting for the right of 
people to maintain the government 
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they desire, we can convince the peo- 
ple of the world of our seriousness 
and good faith only by requiring our 
ally, Britain, to grant immediate in- 
dependence to the 370,000,000 people 
of India. 

Oswald Garrison Villard says in the 
Times 

What we are witnessing in India is 
just one more clash between right and 
expediency, but this war has produced 
no more piteous tragedy and none 
more dangerous. It really seems as if 
democracy were to be slain by the 
blunders and folly of those who feel 
themselves to be its most devoted de- 
fenders .... 

From the very beginning of the war 
in Asia there has been the greatest 
danger that this struggle would de- 
generate into a war of the colored 
races against the white. Hence Eng- 
land should have used every oppor- 
tunity to head off what was plainly 
inevitable unless a way out could be 
found through mediation or wise coun- 
sel. But the Viceroy refused to confer 
with Gandhi after the Congress had 
voted its resolution, and the arrests 
followed, evidently in the belief that 
prompt and vigorous action and the 
use of unlimited force would nip the 
uprising in the bud. 
Aida Pierce McCormick writes a cir- 

cular letter from Arizona 
Does England do to India the hor- 

rible things that Germany and Japan 
have done to captive countries? 

No. She is much more humane. 
But if she now imprisons the intel- 
lectual and spiritual leaders of India; 
if she puts all of the Congress of In- 
dia in prison and uses the lash on the 
common man who follows Gandhi, it 
will be hard for simple people, wheth- 
er British or American, to remember 
how much worse the Nazis and Japa- 
nese are. It will confuse us. The 
dangers are a cynical disbelief in all 
the propaganda of freedom among 

our own people; also a deeper cyni- 
cism and despair among all our allies 
who are not white. 
Many bodies and individuals have pe- 

titioned President Roosevelt but so far 
he has maintained silence except in 

commending the anniversary of the At- 
lantic Charter. Evidently Churchill 
knew what he was talking about when 
he said this Charter did not apply to 
India. The Madras Hinfdu says 

Churchill has broken his own rec- 
ord by packing into a few hundred 
words more venom and more mis- 
chievous half truths than he treated 
the House of Commons to during the 
India bill debate in 1935. So far as 
India is concerned he is as danger- 
ously irresponsible, as arrogantly 
contemptuous, as purblind as ever. 

ENGLAND AND DEMOCRACY 

* Outside the baffling problem of In- 
dia, it has been assumed widely that 

England is a democratic country. Fen- 
ner Brockway is an English radical and 
leader of the Independent Labor Party. 
Most Englishmen would not admit his 

right to speak for all England but his 
indictment of democracy in the British 
New Leader, August 30, 1941, calls for 
an answer 

The British Empire consists of Brit- 
ain, the Dominions, the Indian Em- 
pire, the Crown Colonies, and the 
Mandated Territories. 

Canada, Australia and New Zealand 
are political democracies. South Af- 
rica is often bracketed with them as a 
democracy, but political rights are 
restricted to the minority of whites. 

The Indian Empire has very limited 
democratic rights. For example, the 
most undemocratic act committed 
since the beginning of the war was 
the declaration that India is a bel- 
ligerent power. This declaration was 
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made without consulting with a single 
representative of India. Eight of the 
eleven provincial governments re- 
signed; in seven provinces the gov- 
ernor now rules with all the powers 
of a dictator. The Central Legislative 
Assembly threw out the bill to finance 
the war. Nevertheless, the British 
viceroy attached his signature to it 
and declared it law! 

Ceylon is the only crown colony 
which has adult suffrage, and its Brit- 
ish governor can and does veto legisla- 
tion. In the other crown colonies po- 
litical control is openly in the hands of 
the British officials. In most there are 
so-called legislative councils, but their 
powers are limited and effective au- 
thority is in the hands of the British 
administrators and nominated mem- 
bers. 

The mandated territories are ruled 
directly from Whitehall. They are 
supposed to be administered on behalf 
of the League of Nations, but in prac- 
tice they are indistinguishable from 
the crown colonies. 

To sum up, one can say that politi- 
cal democracy in the Empire, with the 
slight exceptions mentioned above, is 
limited to the white races. 

In other words, 13.8 per cent of the 
population rules the remaining 86.2 
per cent. 

Roughly speaking, each white hu- 
man being in the Empire governs six 
black, brown and yellow human be- 
ings. 

Other Englishmen declare that not 
only is democracy denied the colored 
majority in the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, it is denied white men in 
England 

Lord Strabolgi pointed out recent- 
ly in Collier's Weekly that it is still 
almost impossible for a military gen- 
ius to rise from the ranks of the army 
to high command. Under them, Bur- 
ma was thrown away when 50,000 
troops, modern weapons-and a dif- 

ferent political attitude-could prob- 
ably have saved it. Malaya was 
thrown away when a few hundred air- 
planes, a couple of twentieth-century 
admirals-and a different political at- 
titude-could probably have saved it. 
India is apparently in the process of 
being thrown away when the chances 
of holding it would be greatly bettered 
by a simple and easy rudimentary 
compromise with its inhabitants. 

? British labor unions are asking for a 
change in the educational system of 
England which practically confines 
higher education to the wealthy aris- 
tocracy. Harold Laski declares in the 
New Republic that just as William Pitt 
fought to preserve the English aristoc- 
racy against the French Revolution so 
Churchill is fighting to preserve the pres- 
ent system against revolutionary ideas 
embodied in Hitlerism 

His anxiety is to win it with men 
and measures which do not touch the 
foundations of our society. If he can 
hold Hitler at bay until all the re- 
sources of America are fully mobil- 
ized, he can count on a victory which 
will make it unnecessary, during the 
war, to raise any of those contro- 
versial issues discussion of which 
might disturb the status quo. That is 
why all the main war-controls are 
staffed as they are. That is why the 
railway and mining industries are not 
made to confront their future. That 
is why we have no decisions about 
the future of education but committees 
to examine the problems about which 
decisions must be made. That is why 
reconstruction is not the task of a 
minister of first-rate status, but rather 
of a kind of superior undersecretary 
who initiates inquiries about which 
decisions may one day be made.... 

All the classic symptoms of a revo- 
lution have been present among us 
now for many years. The traditional 
values are on the defensive. The his- 
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toric ruling class has lost faith in 
itself. Reason and tolerance are both 
of them at a discount. The wonted 
securities are gone and, with them, 
the traditional optimism which marks 
a system in its period of expansion. 
There is a growth of mysticism and of 
escape into esoteric cults. Doctrines 
no longer search for the basis of com- 
promise but arm themselves for battle. 
There is a gulf between youth and age 
which no common faith is able to 
bridge. We are watching the erosion 
of a whole culture. A way of life is 
dying, and the character of its suc- 
cessor has not yet been determined. 

LIBERALISM 
? There has come the cycle in human 
thought where we are beginning again 
to pour contempt upon the liberals. We 
know perfectly well that liberalism is 
the salt of the earth. It has been and will 
be. It represents a realization on the 
part of men of good-will of the misery, 
injustices and inequities of this world. 
It calls up great waves of emotion and 
it leads to proposed methods of reforms. 
The objects of liberal movements are al- 
ways vague and must be, because they 
attack conditions where the truth is in- 
advertently and even purposely hidden 
and suppressed. 

The reformers who succeed the lib- 
erals come with specific remedies, some 
of which prove themselves efficient; 
most of which are wholly or partially 
wrong. Then certain reforms are adopt- 
ed and carried through; and starting 
again on new heights society begins to 

survey itself and a new liberalism ap- 
pears. But one of the first efforts of the 
new liberalism is to ridicule the whole 
liberal efforts and the old plans of re- 
form and to shut its eyes to the fact that 

many of the things which liberals and 

reformers advocated are now admitted 
truth. When Henry Wallace says today 
that this is the century of the common 
man or Carl Friedrich publishes The 
New Belief in the Common Man they 
are accepting the life contention of Karl 
Marx. When the President of the United 
States and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
agree that the income of the rich must 
be limited they are adopting the pro- 
gram of socialism and the Fabians; and 
when the United Nations today advocate 
high taxation, high wages and labor 
legislation and state control of capital- 
ism for the benefit of the nation, even 
through revolutionary force, they are not 
only acting in concert with communist 
Russia but they are adopting, certainly 
in part, the communist program. 

Yet the new liberals and the many 
advocates of basic social reform start 
today by damning socialism, sneering at 
communism and assuming that what 
they propose is entirely new and based 
on new foundations. It is not. Much of 
the best in socialism and communism 
has become today the recognized founda- 
tion of social organization and all we do 
by changing the name of our movements 
and repudiating the old nomenclatures, 
is to get rid of certain enmities and 
hatreds which the old movements 
brought upon themselves. The new 
movements in accordance with the best 
Marxian philosophy are concentrating 
themselves and must concentrate them- 
selves upon the economic foundation of 
society. No one has expressed this bet- 
ter than Churchill's own son, Captain 
Randolph Churchill, who recently in 
Parliament 

assailed his own Conservative party 
for "black marketeering in constitu- 
encies and sale of seats to rich men." 
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Neither the old liberals nor the new 
can be classified as hypocrites or fools. 

They may be overwhelmed by their emo- 
tional sympathies and guided by vague 
and imperfect planning but they are the 
makers of the world. 

ECONOMIC REFORM 

* Jennie Lee, daughter of a Scotch coal 
miner, has published a book This Great 
Journey in which she cries passionately 
"Politics for me means the fight against 
poverty." She is supported by no one 
less than the present Archbishop of Can- 

terbury. Speaking before a mass meet- 

ing at Albert Hall in September, he 
stressed the class divisions in modern 

society and said 
The broken fellowship of our so- 

ciety rests upon the materialism of 
our habitual outlook. This leads to 
that gross disparity of wealth and pov- 
erty which must at all costs be reme- 
died. It leads also to a lack of leisure 
which, in an age of mechanized indus- 
try, involves a lack of opportunity for 
a fully human life. To provide for all 
adequate leisure, with the means to 
utilize and enjoy it, must be one of 
our primary aims. 

He goes further than this and declares 
that today money and credit are a 

monopoly. 
It seems to me a primary political 

principle that wherever you have 
something which is universally need- 
ed, but which is governed as a monop- 
oly, that monopoly should be taken 
over by the State. The private issue 
of new credit should be regarded in 
the modern world in just the same 
way in which the private minting of 
money was regarded in earlier times. 
The banks should be limited in their 
lending power to the amount deposited 
by their clients, while the issue of 

newer credit should be the function of 
public authority. 

* The People's Lobby of Washington, 
under the presidency of Francis J. Mc- 
Connell and with men like Harry W. 
Laidler, Harry E. Barnes, Stuart Chase 
and Jerome Davis among its counsellors 
and directors, has announced a program 
of four points 

1. Profitless defense, through large 
government control or operation 
of most industries,-to be operated 
by production technicians and en- 
gineers. 

2. Paying most costs of defense by 
current taxation of ability to pay. 

3. A large Federal subsidy for edu- 
cation, and protection of civil 
rights. 

4. Planning for such post-war world 
organization as will reduce the 
danger of another war to a mini- 
mum. 

In defense of this program it says 
1. The British Labor Party in Decem- 

ber, 1941, stated:- 
So long as vital services, such as 

the coal industry and transport, are 
in private hands, the nation cannot be 
assured that they are being run with 
the sole object of serving the nation's 
need. ... 

Government control, without pub- 
lic ownership, does not meet the need: 
it can, and in some cases does, benefit 
private owners at the expense of the 
nation. 

Our own tragic experience for two 
years confirms this. 

Adequate appropriations for de- 
fense have been made,-starting early 
in 1940. 

In June, last year, the People's Lob- 
by exposed the hold up of defense, by 
dollar-a-year men, and unpaid men, 
in defense agencies. 

The Truman Senate Committee, in- 
vestigating the National Defense Pro- 
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gram, unanimously reported in Janu- 
ary, 1942, that in the Office of Produc- 
tion Management there were 255 dol- 
lar-a-year men, and 631 who received 
no government compensation, - who 
had a tendency to favor big business. 

It opposed the government's taking 
free services "from persons with axes 
to grind.... 

The appointment of Donald M. 
Nelson as complete controller of war 
production, is an advance-but as the 
British Labor Party testified-govern- 
ment control cannot be a substitute 
for public ownership. 

After taxes, corporation profits were 
in 1941, 101 per cent, and in 1940, 
65 per cent above profits in 1939,- 
amounting to about $12.5 billions. 

2. During 1942, Federal expendi- 
tures (barring price controls, etc.) 
will be $45 billion to $50 billion, and 
the national income will be about 
$110 billion. 
Government can get at least thirty 

billion dollars by taxes. 
The Federal Government can, by 

taxing income received during 1942, 
estates, etc., and current excise taxes, 
raise at least $30 billion dollars,-as 
follows:- 

Individual income tax ---.- ................ 
Corporation income tax - ............. 
Corporate surplus and undivided 

profits tax --- --------- .. 
Excise tax on land values -------.-.-_ 
General excise and tariff taxes .__--- 
Estate, Gift Capital, Stock taxes, etc. 
Social Security taxes _-- ......-........ _- 

Million 
$ 7,000 

8,600 

10,000 
500 

2,300 
700 

1,000 

* The Labour Discussion Notes, pub- 
lished in London, is emphasizing the 
necessity of economic planning for the 
post-war period 

It is therefore of first importance 
for the Labour Party to make clear 
that it stands for democratic plan- 
ning - and to draw all the necessary 
conclusions, in policy and action, 
from what is implied by the word 
"democratic." Firstly, as to objective, 
democratic planning implies planning 
for the maximum long-term satisfac- 

tion of the needs of the whole com- 
munity, as against planning for a 
maximum long-term return to the own- 
ers of industry, which would be the 
aim of monopoly-capitalist planning. 
This means that while any form of 
planning for full employment must 
ensure that at any given time there is 
a correct balance between the produc- 
tion of capital goods and of consump- 
tion goods, socialist planning alone 
will have as its aim the full utilization 
of all resources for the common good. 
Monopoly-capitalist planning, on the 
other hand, in the search for a stable 
return (profit and interest) over a 
long period, will often deliberately re- 
strict both actual production and the 
application of new processes and 
techniques to industry. Secondly, as 
to method, democratic planning must 
satisfy the need of the producers 
(workers, technicians and managers) 
for some control over the activities in 
which they are engaged and some op- 
portunity for creative initiative, i.e., 
for industrial democracy. Monopoly- 
capitalist planning, on the other hand, 
would inevitably be coloured by the 
owners' desire to retain their positions 
of command and to increase their per- 
sonal power, i.e., it would favour eco- 
nomic and social autocracy. It fol- 
lows from the above that democratic 
planning must be directed by a State 
machine and a Government which 
genuinely represents the interests of 
the main mass of working-consumers, 
whereas monopoly-capitalist planning 
would be controlled either directly by 
the leaders of big business and finance 
or by a State machine and a Govern- 
ment which, however democratic in 
form, would in fact be subservient to 
their interests. 

* Branch Cabell's review of Bondurant's 
Poe's Richmond in the Saturday Review 
of Literature shows that because profes- 
sional and businessmen have been the 
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custodians of culture in Virginia, there 
comes the astonishing fact that the Col- 
lege of William and Mary, after two 
hundred and forty-nine years of life, 
has produced 

with but one possible exception, no 
graduate distinguished in any branch 
of creative art. The thing seems, not 
extraordinary, but miraculous. It de- 
fies all granted laws of probability 
that the name of at least one fairly 
known painter, or musician, or sculp- 
tor, or poet, or dramatist, should not 
adorn the long list of the thousands 
of persons who, during two and a half 
centuries, have been educated, and 
elaborately educated, at William and 
Mary. 

* Evidently a private profit-making 
economy does not promote art or even 
comfort. Antonin Basch, writing in the 
Nation 

The comparatively primitive econo- 
my of the greater part of Central and 
Southeastern Europe does not stem 
from a lack of natural resources. On 
the contrary, this area has been better 
endowed by nature than either West- 
ern Europe or Central Europe proper. 
As a whole it grows a surplus of food, 
and its agricultural production can 
reasonably be expected to increase 
when its farming methods are brought 
to the level of efficiency prevailing in 
other parts of the Continent. 

Thus the Balkans take their place with 
Asia and Africa as rich in natural re- 
sources but exploited by modern politi- 
cal business so as to be centers of pov- 
erty and distress. 

AMERICAN NEGROES 

* The economic aspect of the American 
Negro problems has been emphasized 
by this war. Fortune devoted an article 
to this in June 

Last September the U. S. Bureau of 
Employment Security inquired from 
selected defense industries the number 
of job openings the management ex- 
pected to occur during the following 
six months; and for how many of 
them Negroes, if available, would be 
considered. The survey, concentrated 
on regions with considerable Negro 
labor, uncovered this fact: out of 
282,245 prospective openings, 144,583 
(51 per cent) were barred to Negroes, 
as a matter of policy. The answers 
were given at a time when labor short- 
age was beginning to make itself felt 
in many an industry, and to a federal 
agency-two months after the Presi- 
dent had called for the abolition of 
discrimination in war industries. 

To remedy this, the President, June 25, 
1941, issued Executive Order Number 
8802 warning against labor discrimina- 
tion in defense industries but Fortune 
explains that the President did not act 
without pressure 

The President's proclamation would 
have caused more enthusiasm among 
the Negroes, and probably a quicker 
response throughout the country, had 
it not been so clearly the result of 
pressure. America's Negroes, headed 
by A. Philip Randolph of the Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, had an- 
nounced a general protest march on 
Washington for July 1. A few weeks 
before the critical day, Fiorello La 
Guardia, then still in charge of the 
Office for Civilian Defense, requested 
them to call it off. When this was re- 
fused, the White House took the mat- 
ter up officially. At a meeting with the 
President and ranking members of the 
Cabinet and the Office of Production 
Management, the suggestion of an 
executive order came from the Negro 
side of the conference table, and was 
coolly received on the other side. 
When only a few days were left for 
preventing an international embar- 
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rassment, the Negro leaders were 
shown a first draft, which committed 
defense industries but not government 
itself. The Negroes stood pat. Finally 
the President agreed to include an 
order to his own administration. And 
the march was canceled. But what 
could have been an inspiring demon- 
stration of democracy at work came 
about as a compromise between hard- 
boiled pressure groups. 

This genesis of a great document 
has hampered its effectiveness ever 
since. To realize the proclaimed pol- 
icy, the President's Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice was created, 
equipped with little more power than 
that of investigating the field and 
holding public hearings on glaring 
cases of discrimination. True enough, 
the committee (whose jurisdiction in- 
cludes all racial, national, and re- 
ligious minorities) has somewhat ac- 
celerated the nation's adjustment to a 
critical situation, but the adjustment 
itself was caused by practical neces- 
sity rather than by political or indus- 
trial statesmanship. 
Moreover, the race discrimination in- 

side American labor unions is well- 
known 

For labor unions to turn against 
any group of men who have to work 
for a living contradicts their original 
aims but at least not the written con- 
stitutions of some of them. Nineteen 
international unions, ten of them af- 
filiated with the A. F. of L., explicitly 
exclude Negroes from membership. 
Officially, the A. F. of L. advises its 
affiliated organizations not to retain a 
constitution discriminating against 
Negroes. So diplomats of those inter- 
nationals long ago found an ingenious 
way out: the machinists, for example, 
exclude Negroes by a ritualistic oath. 
In America, and in the twentieth cen- 
tury, prospective union men must 
make a solemn promise that they will 
introduce into their union only "com- 

petent, white" men. To eliminate this 
hocus-pocus, the A. F. of L. leaders 
argue, is beyond their jurisdiction 
since affiliated internationals and lo- 
cals have jealously preserved their in- 
dependence. Management usually ac- 
cepts the situation, even where there 
is no closed shop, since most of the 
discriminating unions include highly 
skilled workers whom the employer 
cannot afford to lose to a competitor. 
Closed shop or no, in times of inflated 
demand for skilled labor no Negro 
can get into a machine plant if the 
worker aristocrats don't want him 
there. 

In certain places and industries the 
congestion of war orders has been so 
heavy that discriminating unions 
could not totally obstruct Negro em- 
ployment without endangering pro- 
duction and their own jobs. In some 
of these instances a peculiar device is 
used: the Negro is not accepted as a 
member, but purchases from the union 
a working permit-an interesting hy- 
brid of tenant feudalism and indus- 
trial democracy. 

? Paul McNutt, chairman of the War 
Man Power Commission, writes in the 
New York Times Magazine that discrimi- 
nation against Negroes is one of the 
principal leaks in the war effort. 

It is estimated that there are 6,000,- 
000 Negroes in the working force of 
the country, but not all are employed 
in the use of their best skills and ca- 
pacities. When a Negro with training 
as an electrical engineer must string 
wires; when a skilled draftsman must 
work as a carpenter's helper; when 
carpenters and mechanics are limited 
to unskilled and semi-skilled jobs, 
that is waste. Discrimination is im- 
mobilizing hundreds of thousands of 
Negro workers. Prejudice is a bottle- 
neck the nation cannot afford. 

But one must think not only in 
terms of waste of the skill of the 
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Negro worker. One must think also of 
the losses that are caused by failure 
to hire local labor. 

When, for example, a Mobile ship- 
yard fails to put Negro workers on the 
job but imports labor from a thousand 
or more miles away, we must add to 
the loss of actual workers the addi- 
tional loss through dislocations. The 
new men must be housed; the Negroes 
were already housed. New schools, 
new facilities for medical care, new 
service and recreational facilities must 
be organized to meet the needs of the 
imported workers. 

The employment rolls of nine de- 
fense plants in an Eastern city leaped 
from 52,494 in January, 1941, to 71,- 
169 in September. In that period 
more than 10,000 local Negro work- 
ers remained unemployed. Meanwhile, 
rents skyrocketed. Transportation fa- 
cilities were overcrowded. Health, 
fire protection and police problems 
were intensified. Migrant workers, 
homeless and exploited, quit their 
jobs, left town. 

* Wendell Willkie, speaking at the Los 

Angeles conference of the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People, said 

Even our enemy, Japan, has been 
able to shock our racial complacency. 
She has rudely awakened us to the fact 
that the white race is not a select race 
and enjoys no superior rights in com- 
bat merely because of past progress 
and ascendency. Where a year ago, we 
were generally contemptuous of Japan 
as a possible enemy, we now recognize 
that we have encountered a formidable 
foe, against whom we must marshal 
our full strength. .... 

Our very proclamations of what we 
are fighting for have rendered our 
own inequities self-evident. When we 
talk of freedom and opportunity for 
all nations the mocking paradoxes in 
our own society become so clear they 
can no longer be ignored.... 

It has been a long while since the 
United States had any imperialistic 
designs toward the outside world. But 
we have practiced within our own 
boundaries something that amounts to 
race imperialism. The attitude of the 
white citizens of this country toward 
the Negroes has undeniably had some 
of the unlovely characteristics of an 
alien imperialism-a smug racial su- 
periority, a willingness to exploit an 
unprotected people. 

* Thomas Sancton in the New Republic 
reports a pregnant word from a Negro 
newspaperman 

The Negro needs real help. He 
needs it bad and he needs it now. 
And he needs more than liberal white 
journalism. All that Marshall Field's 
Sun and PM can publish would not 
have as much effect in breaking down 
economic barriers as fifty well trained 
colored girls in Marshall Field's store 
or in the Sears, Roebuck of Donald 
Nelson, who is managing all the war 
industries in which the President says 
there must be no discrimination. 

GEORGIA 

* The recent campaign in Georgia illus- 
trates the failures of democracy in the 
United States. Georgia has a voting 
population consisting of citizens twenty- 
one years of age and over, numbering 
1,772,936. Of these 303,151 voted in 
the primary election held in September, 
1942. This means that of the possible 
voters only seventeen per cent went to 
the polls in a campaign of unusual 
popular interest. As this was a white 
primary none of the Negroes, who form 
one-third of the population, voted. From 
this we may conclude that not only were 
500,000 Negroes disfranchised but also 
875,000 white people! 

Moreover, the voting strength of the 
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constituency was so gerrymandered in 
favor of the rural constituencies that 
often the country vote has twice or three 
times the political power of the city 
vote. This country vote is not usually 
the vote of the poor and ignorant, but 
of the rich, reactionary, plantation own- 
ers. 

In addition to this the campaign 
reached a low plane of race hate and 
insinuation. Talmadge charged that 
four thousand Atlanta Negroes were go- 
ing to rush the primary; that "Eleanor" 
Clubs to take Negro maids and cooks out 
of the kitchen had been formed; that the 

Negro's place was "at the back door". 
Units of the State Guard sent out alarms 
to resist race riots with force, and inti- 
mated that attacks on white women 
were increasing. Talmadge scored the 
Ladies' Home Journal for publishing an 
illustrated article on Major De Haven 
Hinkson of the Army Medical Corps. 
"Negroes don't want equality," Tal- 

madge yelled and called himself and 
Governor Dixon of Alabama "champions 
of white supremacy." 

Talmadge was defeated by 174,198 
votes against 127,488. The new governor 
Arnall is certainly a better type than 

Talmadge. Nevertheless the New York 
Nation says 

the downfall of Talmadge is hearten- 
ing, but to judge from Arnall's own 
standards, Georgia still has quite a 
way to go. The champion of "decency 
and democracy" rightly resented Tal- 
madge's demagogic raising of the ra- 
cial issue, but not because he himself 
is even relatively free of prejudice. 
"If a nigger ever tried to get into a 
white school in my part of the state," 
he told a rural campaign audience, 
"the sun would never set on his head. 
And we wouldn't be running to the 

governor or the State Guard to get 
things done, either." Arnall is to be 
preferred to Talmadge, but this is 
surely a new low in compliments. 

RACE 

* Just as biological race has yielded 
to the cultural idea, so the cultural will 
gradually yield to the economic. But 
first, of course, the myths of biology 
must be further cleared away. A lead- 
ing organization of American anthro- 
pologists has sent out the following 
statement 

The Committee on Race Relations 
of the American Association of Physi- 
cal Anthropologists is opposed to the 
segregation of the bloods from white 
and Negro donors in the blood banks 
which are being collected under the 
auspices of the American Red Cross. 
The committee's reasons for opposing 
it are the following: 

1. There is no evidence that the 
blood of Negroes differs in any sig- 
nificant respect from that of whites. 
The successful transfusion with whole 
blood from whites to Negroes or vice 
versa can be accomplished quite as 
readily as between members of the 
same race. The same blood groups 
occur among both whites and Negroes 
and no difference has been demon- 
strated between white and Negro 
bloods of the same groups. 

In the form of dried serum or plas- 
ma in which the blood currently col- 
lected is being stored, even differences 
in blood group between donor and 
recipient are of no consequence. 

2. One objection to the indiscrimi- 
nate use of Negro blood in the blood 
bank is the higher incidence of syphi- 
lis among them and the erroneous no- 
tion that the disease can be transmitted 
by means of dried blood of a luetic 
donor to a non-luetic recipient. 

a. Every blood sample received 
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is tested for evidence of syphilis and 
all found to react positively are re- 
jected. 

b. Procedures used in preparing 
and preserving the dried blood plas- 
ma or serum would kill any syphilitic 
organism in the blood, even if, as 
might conceivably happen, the blood 
of a syphilitic donor were inadvertent- 
ly included in the blood bank. 

3. The segregation of the blood of 
whites from the blood of Negroes in 
the blood bank is, therefore, not only 
unscientific, but it is a grievous af- 
front to the largest minority group in 
our country. This policy of the 
American Red Cross appears even 
more indefensible when one considers 
the origins of some of the substances 
which are widely and effectively used 
in modern medical practice and which 
are readily accepted by the patient. 

a. The use of materials obtained 
from the blood of horses, rabbits, and 
other animals for protecting against, 
or combating various diseases, such as 
diphtheria, pneumonia, etc. 

b. Many of the estrogenic (fe- 
male sex hormone) and gonadotropic 
preparations currently used in therapy 
are obtained from the urine of stal- 
lions and from the blood serum or 
urine of pregnant mares. Their ef- 
ficacy is in no way impaired by their 
rather inauspicious origin. 

c. The use of extracts or concen- 
trates of various animal organs in the 
treatment of certain human diseases 
has been accepted gratefully and with 
much benefit by those afflicted with 
such diseases as pernicious anemia, 
hypothyroidism, diabetes mellitus, Ad- 
dison's disease, etc. 

In view of these facts, it seems high- 
ly improbable that any soldier or 
civilian so seriously wounded as to 
require a blood or plasma transfusion 
will insist that it come from a donor 

whose skin is no darker than his own. 
It is interesting in this connection 

to recall that the practice of using 
colored women as wet nurses was at 
least formerly quite widespread 
among the better circumstanced fami- 
lies in the southern part of this coun- 
try. It is quite certain that along with 
the nutritious elements in the milk of 
those colored women, the white in- 
fants ingested many of the same sub- 
stances which were circulating in the 
blood stream of the women who 
suckled them. It is most unlikely that 
it did them any harm. 

* Decision says in its November-De- 
cember number, 1941 

The Negro population of the Ameri- 
cas adds up to some 22 million souls, 
and is concentrated in the Southern 
states of the United States, in the 
Caribbean colonies of England, 
France, and Holland- better known 
as the West Indies and the Guianas- 
in the Republic of Panama, British 
Honduras and in the Republic of 
Brazil. 

The history of the Negro peoples 
of these regions is one of bitter bat- 
tles and insurrections against chattel 
slavery which extended from the 17th 
down to the 19th century, and which 
is still one of uncompromising strug- 
gle against all known forms of op- 
pression common to racial and minori- 
ty groups. The problems of the past 
did not arise out of differences of 
race among peoples; nor are the great 
problems of the 20th century prob- 
lems engendered and set-off mechani- 
cally by a colorline. Yet this is pre- 
cisely the manner in which millions of 
non-Negro peoples in the Americas 
as elsewhere have been taught assi- 
duously to view problems as they in- 
volve and affect the Negro peoples of 
the respective regions. 
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ART AND RACE 

* Anson Phelps Stokes published in 
1939 a little pamphlet on Art and the 
Color Line. It was an appeal to the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
not to let race prejudice interfere with 
great art. The appeal apparently bore 
no immediate fruit, but at last the DAR 
has capitulated and invited Miss Ander- 
son to sing in Constitution Hall. This 
is heartening; but with it one must place 
the recent assault on Roland Hayes, the 
internationally recognized tenor, in 
Rome, Georgia. Many appeals and pro- 
tests have gone to the officials of the 
city and the state but so far no action 
of any sort seems to have been taken. 
However, the Atlantic Monthly is pub- 
lishing Hayes' life. 

Paul Robeson appeared in the little 
theatre, Brattle Hall, Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, during the 1942 season as 
Othello. This was the first time since 
the great Ira Aldridge that the char- 
acter of Othello was played by a Negro, 
which, despite critics, was undoubtedly 
the type that Shakespeare had in mind. 
This revival at Cambridge was unusual- 
ly successful. In the official review of 
the theatrical season occurs this note 

In reviewing the passing produc- 
tions which have marked the 1942 sea- 
son, we naturally think first of the 
great week of August 10th when we 
presented what the newspapers called 
justifiably a "milestone in the annals 
of the American theatre." That, of 
course, was the American premiere: 
Paul Robeson in "Othello," directed 
by Margaret Webster. Never in his- 
tory has a small theatre such as this 
created such a stir in the theatrical 
world. New York papers sent critics 
who raved, the picture magazines 
snapped photographs, Variety carried 

the story on page one, an unprece- 
dented occurrence. 

* On the other hand, the Saturday Re- 
view of Literature, under the editorship 
of Henry Siedel Canby, gives the Ameri- 
can Negro a curious slap in the face in 
their "Deep South" issue of September 
nineteenth. This is a study of the litera- 
ture of Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana and portions of Ar- 
kansas and Tennessee. The Negro plays 
no part in it except as a lay figure and 
subject of cartoons. Not a word is said 
of Richard Wright of Mississippi, of 
Zora Neal Hurston of Florida or of Ran- 
dolph Edmonds' little theatre in Louisi- 
ana; of the whole extraordinary literary 
and poetic development of mulattoes in 
New Orleans during the forties there is 
not the slightest breath. Handy and the 
blues are not noticed in Memphis. None 
of the colored writers of Georgia are 
mentioned, and Allison Davis' study of 
Mississippi is entirely ignored. One 
would have thought that since the guest 
editor was a Jew, some sympathy with 
the self expression of another oppressed 
race would have emerged, but there is 
not a sign of this. This kind of thing is, 
of course, an old pattern: the writing 
of Southern history with no word of 

Negro history; the study of Southern 
cultural patterns without reference to 
the Negro. The conception of the white 
South as an entity in which no Negro 
element is active or important. It was, 
however, to be expected that in a review 
which has set so high a standard of ex- 
cellence as the Saturday Review of 
Literature, we could await a little more 
scientific accuracy not to mention 
breadth of artistic conception in a study 
of this section. 
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WEST AFRICA 
* The West African Pilot, Negro peri- 
odical, asks for a new constitution 

We want a large Constitution, a 
generous House of Representatives in 
which debates on all the matters 
touching the people, their future 
political life, their economics and 
their social life, will be spoken in 
the right atmosphere, devoid of the 
official stiffness and restraint, not held 
in chains by red tapism, not encum- 
bered by mutual fear and suspicion. 

We should not alienate our inter- 
ests from Great Britain; to do so is 
to curb our political aspirations and 
retard our progress, but we demand 
what at this period of that relation- 
ship is fair and proper to us, that is, 
a body which will represent us fully 
in discussing those matters which de- 
termine the nature of our political 
existence. A Constitution which is 
composed mainly of an element which 
has minority of interest in the coun- 
try represented cannot be said to be 
Democratic. 

We hope that the present struggle, 
which convulses the world and into 
which we are throwing our weight, 
will end with great changes, changes 
which will break barriers, which will 
see the brotherhood of man expressed 
in a world which is essentially selfish. 

WEST INDIES 
* Lester E. H. Taylor writing in the 
New York Times says 

For many years the leaders of the 
Negro peoples, who make up the 

overwhelming majority of the popu- 
lation, have been demanding full 
manhood sufffrage and the federation 
of the islands into a self-governing 
dominion. British officialdom has 
done no more here than it has done 
in Burma and India to insure the 
continued loyalty of the West Indians. 

Should these black people become 
malcontent at this time, weak as they 
may be in organized military and 
naval power, they could open the 
back door of the Panama Canal to 
Japanese submarines and make the 
oil of Venezuela and the bauxite of 
Dutch Guiana inaccessible to the 
United Nations. 

Black West Indian labor built the 
Canal and is building the Caribbean 
bases. Black West Indian fishermen 
and seamen know more about the 
Caribbean than any one else. Black 
West Indian hunters, lumbermen, 
bushmen and prospectors know as 
much about the trackless forests and 
jungles of the Guianas, Venezuela, 
Honduras, Colombia, Ecuador and 
Central America as do the native 
Indians, with whom they have freely 
intermarried. 

Since this area is of most vital 
importance to us, our government 
should advise the British that timely 
action, with respect to the tabled 
recommendation of Lord Moyne's 
commission in favor of West Indian 
dominion status, is most desirable. 
In the meantime labor troubles are 

increasing in the West Indies and the 
presence of Americans is not calculated 
to ease the unrest. 
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