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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

By W. E. B. DU BOIS 

THE LOST IDEALS OF WAR 
* Pearl Buck said to the Nobel Prize 
winners and other distinguished leaders 
in New York, December tenth 

The war has ceased to be a fight for 
freedom, and is now not even a war to 
save civilization, but only a war to 
save European civilization. 

The people of Asia are further from 
us today than they have ever been. 
They are realizing soberly that they 
must find their salvation in them- 
selves, and not with us. Allies we are, 
to a certain guarded degree for a mo- 
ment, for a while, but they cannot 
trust us. They see that while this first 
stage of the war must be won against 
the Axis, there will be another war, 
following hard upon this one, a great- 
er war, a real war for freedom, in 
which none yet sees clearly either 
friend or foe. What we must foresee 
is that unless there is a miracle we 
will have to fight another war to save 
freedom. 
In a pamphlet recently published, Miss 

Buck adds to this idea 
Here ... is the spiritual confusion 

in which Americans now are and out 
of which we must somehow be led. 
We are faced with the necessity of 
fighting a war for principles in which 
we say we believe but which actually 
we do not want to practice. We talk 
about the American way of life and 
we go on tolerating and encouraging 
and demanding Jim Crowism and 
Oriental exclusion which are the Nazi 
way of life. We can never get pure 
energy out of such a conflict. The 
spark is applied to wet tinder. There 
will be no flame. 

The truth is that we have not yet 
carried the war into the places where 
it really hurts. We can give up sugar, 
but we cannot give up segregation. We 
are willing to ration our gasoline but 
we do not want to insist that colored 
labor shall have equal rights with 
white labor. We consent to the heav- 
iest of taxes for military warfare but 
we are not willing to treat the Chi- 
nese as we treat the British. 

* Edwin R. Embree in reviewing the 
work of the Julius Rosenwald Fund re- 
iterates this idea 

In the present war to defend de- 
mocracy we find ourselves allied with 
people very different from ourselves, 
some of whom we never thought of 
before as within the scope of democ- 
racy. Allies-or potential allies if we 
do not force them into the enemies' 
camp-are 450 million Chinese; 350 
million people of India; 100 million 
brown peoples of the Philippines, 
South Asia, and the East Indies; 120 
millions of Latin Americans, many of 
whom are proud of their Indian and 
Negro blood as well as of their Euro- 
pean ancestry; 160 million Russians 
passionately devoted to equality of all 
classes and all cultures; and such mil- 
lions from the Near East and Africa 
as can free themselves for the struggle. 

To those allies-if we are to win 
either the war or the peace-we must 
prove that we want democracy for all 
men, not merely for white men. We 
have already lost battles because we 
failed to make allies of millions of 
brown people who would have joined 
the fight if they had thought that vic- 
tory for England or Holland or the 
United States meant freedom for them. 
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We have lost the zeal of one-tenth of 
the American people because they can- 
not see any advance in their rights 
and opportunities even if the United 
Nations win. This war against totali- 
tarian enemies can be won only by 
total democracy. 
These statements are not unlike a word 

that I wrote in Darkwater, in 1920, 
speaking concerning the first World War 

But what of the darker world that 
watches? Most men belong to this 
world. With Negro and Negroid, East 
Indian, Chinese, and Japanese they 
form two-thirds of the population of 
the world. A belief in humanity is a 
belief in colored men. If the uplift of 
mankind must be done by men, then 
the destinies of this world will rest 
ultimately in the hands of darker na- 
tions. 

What, then, is this dark world think- 
ing? It is thinking that as wild and 
awful as this shameful war was, it is 
nothing to compare with that fight for 
freedom which black and brown and 
yellow men must and will make unless 
their oppression and humiliation and 
insult at the hands of the White World 
cease. The Dark World is going to sub- 
mit to its present treatment just as 
long as it must and not one moment 
longer. 

* Suppose that today by some sudden 
miracle the East became clairvoyant; 
suppose Japan and China, India and In- 
donesia, should say: Let there be peace 
between us and good will. There is but 
one enemy of Asia and that is European 
will to the serfdom of the Darker World 
and imperial domination over them. Let 
us gird ourselves to resist that and that 
alone. Let war in Asia cease, or remain 
only when and if Europe and America 
seek to restore their previous domination 
of Asia. With the lure of high profit from 
poverty-stricken coolies taken away, Eu- 
ropean labor can come into its own! 

FOUR SPEECHES 
? During the last quarter of 1942, lead- 
ers of world thought made five speeches: 
Smuts in London in October; Wallace in 
New York in November; Churchill in 
London in November; Willkie in New 
York in November and Franco in Spain 
in December. 

Marshall Jan Christian Smuts, Prime 
Minister of the Union of South Africa, 
where two million white people rule 
seven million colored folk without al- 

lowing them any real voice in govern- 
ment and industry said 

At the bottom, therefore, this war is 
a new crusade, a new fight to the death 
for man's rights and liberties and for 
the personal ideals of man's ethical 
and spiritual life. 
Just what Mr. Smuts meant by "Man" 

in this case is not clear, probably even 
in his own mind. In the mind of his late 

colleague and rival, Hertzog, there never 
was the slightest question. He meant 
white men and even here he discrim- 
inated against English. Fortunately, 
James Barry Munik Hertzog, third 
Prime Minister of South Africa, is dead 
at Capetown. 
* Vice-President Henry A. Wallace is 
aware of several sorts of democracy. 
After mentioning political and economic 

democracy he said 
A third kind of democracy, which I 

call ethnic, is in my opinion vital to 
the new democracy, the democracy 
of the common man. Ethnic democ- 
racy means merely that the different 
races and minority groups must be 
given equality of economic oppor- 
tunity. President Roosevelt was guided 
by principles of ethnic democracy 
when in June of 1941 he issued an 
executive order prohibiting racial dis- 
crimination in the employing of work- 
ers by national-defense industries. 
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Russia has probably gone farther 
than any other nation in the world in 
practicing ethnic democracy. From 
the Russians we can learn much, for 
unfortunately the Anglo-Saxons have 
had an attitude toward other races 
which has made them exceedingly un- 
popular in many parts of the world. 

* Prime Minister Churchill, uplifted 
and feeling more than usually independ- 
ent after Russian resistance and the 
American invasion of North Africa, said 
truculently at the Lord Mayor's dinner 

Let me, however, make this clear, 
in case there should be any mistake 
about it in any quarter: We mean to 
hold our own. I have not become the 
king's first minister in order to preside 
over the liquidation of the British Em- 
pire. 
Immediately at least two of his under- 

lings took courage: Lord Cranborne, 
once Colonial Secretary and now Lord 
Privy Seal, came forward with this state- 
ment 

We citizens of the British Empire, 
whatever our race, religion or color, 
have a mission to perform: that is to 
insure survival of the way of life for 
which the United Nations are fighting, 
a way of life based on and in harmony 
with the principles of the Atlantic 
Charter. 
Later Malcolm MacDonald, son of 

Ramsay MacDonald, formerly Minister 
of Colonies and now British High Com- 
missioner to Canada, added this gem to 
the collection 

We all hope in Britain that India 
will accept the complete national free- 
dom which Britain has been offering 
to her for some years and which was 
recently confirmed by Sir Stafford 
Cripps. 

* Wendell Willkie, speaking on his re- 
turn from Asia and also in New York, 
November sixteenth, said 

Besides giving our allies in Asia 

and Eastern Europe something to fight 
with, we have got to give them assur- 
ance of what we are fighting for. The 
200,000,000 people of Russia and the 
450,000,000 people of China-people 
like you and me-are bewildered and 
anxious. They know what they are 
fighting for. They are not so sure of 
us. 

Their doubts were expressed to me 
in simple, unmistakable questions. "Is 
there to be a charter only for the mil- 
lions of the Western Hemisphere?" 
they asked. "Is there to be no charter 
of freedom for the billions of the 
East? Is freedom supposed to be 
priceless for the white man or for the 
Western world but of no account to us 
in the East?" 

The rulers of our allies and our po- 
tential allies are proud and intelligent 
men. The Shah of Iran, the Prime 
Minister of Iraq, the Prime Minister 
or the Foreign Minister of Turkey, the 
Generalissimo of China-to mention 
just a few-are men who understand 
the world and who have important 
ideas about the future. They are in 
substantial agreement, for example, as 
to the necessity of abolishing impe- 
rialism, of liberating the peoples of the 
world, of making freedom a reality, 
instead of just a nice word. 

We must try to find out and openly 
to express the desires and hopes of 
hundreds of millions of other peoples 
-in the torn heart of Europe, in In- 
dia, on the embattled shores of the 
Mediterranean, in Africa, on the 
southern shores of Asia, and in our 
own hemisphere. For, if some of these 
people are not now our allies, they are 
potential allies, and they are neces- 
sary participants in the world that is 
to follow the war. We must win sub- 
stantial agreement with them also. If 
we do not we cannot win substantial 
peace. 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco said 

to the Falangist Party 
All contemporary events show us 
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we are witnessing the end of one era 
and the beginning of another; that the 
liberal world is going down a victim 
to its own errors, and with it are dis- 
appearing commercial imperialism, fi- 
nancial capitalism and mass unem- 
ployment. The happiness promised by 
the French revolution became nothing 
but barter business, competition, low 
wages and mass insecurity. 

Wealth did not go hand in hand 
with equitable distribution. The im- 
portant part of humanity was prey to 
misery. Freedom is impossible as long 
as bondage and want exist. 
When men so far apart as Wallace 

and Franco agree that problems of work 
and income are at the bottom of this 
war, it is time to think. First of all, there 
is a growing unanimity in Europe and 
America, that after the war the phe- 
nomena of unemployment must never 
again harass and contradict human civi- 
lization. As the New York Times says 
in an editorial 

While much of the recent public 
discussion of post-war problems in 
this country has been concerned with 
larger aspects of international organi- 
zation and even with the disposition 
of the British Empire, the trend in 
Britain seems to be toward greater 
concern with domestic economic ques- 
tions. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Sir William Beveridge, and others 
have, in effect, taken up the debate 
which raged in this country during 
the Thirties where we left it off. Yet 
they are facing it with seeming great- 
er boldness, even to the extent of rec- 
ognizing that abolition of unemploy- 
ment and of want may require a heavy 
price in terms of lessened freedom. 

Full employment, as The Economist 
points out, can always be had at a 
price. We are again seeing a demon- 
stration that it can be had at the price 
of war. The fundamental question is 
whether it can be had without either 
war or dictatorship. For ourselves, as 

for Britain, this will be a major post- 
war question. 

* Most arresting has been the widely 
discussed report of Sir William Beve- 
ridge on economic reform for post-war 
Britain. This does not involve a revolu- 
tionary change in British economics. It 
is based upon this fact which Beveridge 
thinks is proven, namely, that poverty 
could have been abolished in Great Brit- 
ain before the present war and can be 
abolished after the war unless the power 
to produce greatly decreases. He de- 
clares that in an investigation of the poor 
in East London, one of the worst slums 
in the world, it was found that before 
the war the total surplus in wages of 
working class people who were earning 
more than the minimum wage necessary 
for decent survival, was thirty times the 
total deficiency of those earning less 
than the minimum. If now to the help of 
these working classes there comes the 
contribution of the wealthier parts of the 
community, poverty can be abolished at 
no overwhelming cost. He, therefore, ad- 
vocates compulsory state insurance 
against every form of personal want and 
insecurity and applied to forty-five mil- 
lion inhabitants of Great Britain. The 
cost of this he estimates at three billion 
two hundred million dollars. Of this, the 
insured would furnish one billion two 
hundred million and the government two 
billion. Great Britain is not likely to 
adopt this plan immediately but with the 
present rising public opinion she is go- 
ing to approach it. 
* Even in the United States, Fortune, 
representing rich America, proposes that 
after the war the government underwrite 
permanent prosperity in order to main- 
tain reasonable full employment in the 
United States. This is to be done by en- 
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couraging industry to operate at ca- 

pacity and employ the mass of working 
people. In order to insure this, there 
must be a greatly extended system of un- 

employment insurance, old age pensions 
and social security, including govern- 
ment responsibility for health, housing, 
food and schools. In addition to this 
there should be a program of public 
works like the PWA and the TVA. And 
in this direction the government should 
spend in the future far more than it has 
in the past. In order also to allow a re- 
distribution of income from the saving 
to the consuming class, Fortune will de- 
pend upon profit to be made out of new 
ventures in industry. 
* To this Henry J. Kaiser, the western 

ship-building miracle man, adds some 
considerations showing more imagina- 
tion than most American business men. 
Here again he declares 

The first and primary essential is 
employment-a nationwide, yes, a 
worldwide opportunity for all who 
want to work. If freedom to produce 
is taken literally, it will not be difficult 
to show that it comprises virtually all 
of the freedoms so recently and so 
eloquently expressed. 
He adjures industry to begin by do- 

ing certain things: first, to meet the post- 
war demand for nine million units of 

housing; secondly, to build automobiles 
for a greatly increased post-war demand; 
third, to build a vast modern highway 
system, and fourth, to give adequate 
medical care. But industry listening to 
proposals like these asks first if such 

projects can be made profitable? The 
retiring president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers, William P. 
Witherow, who manufactures steel, has 
no illusions on the subject. He said at 
a recent meeting, "I am not making guns 

and tanks to win a people's revolution 
... I am not fighting for a quart of milk 
for every Hottentot or for a TVA on the 
Danube." What Mr. Witherow is fight- 
ing for is higher profits and lower 
wages. Against his philosophy Dean Al- 
fange, recently candidate of the New 
York Labor Party for governor, warns 
that not only industrial leaders but the 
Republican Party is headed toward reac- 
tion against the New Deal. Spangler, the 
new National Chairman of the Repub- 
lican Party, has stated frankly that his 
chief aim is the destruction of the New 
Deal 

I don't take it as a personal tribute 
to me. I know you have done it to help 
this country defeat the New Deal. I 
started out after that animal in 1932 
and I hope, in 1944, that I can be in 
there at the kill. 

Dean Alfange adds 
Though the New Deal is now gen- 

erally accepted by the United Nations, 
even by the conservative aristocracy 
of England, as the only sound basis of 
world peace and cooperation, we in 
America are asked to reject it and re- 
turn to the past. 

Unless the liberal New Deal forces 
unite and organize to counteract these 
ugly tendencies, I fear the victory over 
the Axis may be a tragic mockery of 
all the death and sacrifice that pre- 
ceded it. 

* Radical thought as expressed by the at- 
tempt of the President to limit incomes 
to a ceiling of $25,000 has greatly 
alarmed the conservatives. The New 
York Times declares 

The $25,000 ceiling carries with it 
an element of moral judgment. It im- 
plies that no man is entitled to more 
than a certain fixed amount in return 
for his work. If this judgment is ac- 
cepted, why stop at $25,000? Why not 
$20,000, or $15,000, or $5,000? Why 
not equal pay for every one? 
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There is involved here a sharp 
change in our traditional American 
concepts. It has been the basic philos- 
ophy of the Land of Opportunity that 
every man, no matter how humble his 
origins, had the right to acquire 
wealth, if his talents and services to 
the community enabled him to attain 
a large income. Now the philosophy 
seems to be that we must level down 
from the top by pushing back all those 
who stick their heads economically 
above an arbitrarily selected level. 

But the Washington correspondent of 
the New Republic answers 

Writers who keep endorsing the 
principle of wartime "equality of sac- 
rifice" shouldn't, merely as a matter 
of decent taste, sob in public about 
the gross injustice of requiring a few 
Americans to house, clothe and amuse 
themselves on $25,000 a year. 

The case for an income ceiling 
rests, of course, on an extremely sim- 
ple concept of elementary economic 
justice. Industrial wages and salaries 
already have been frozen or stabilized 
as an anti-inflation measure. That 
means that most workers, whether 
they work with hand or brain, can- 
not have their pay raised for the du- 
ration unless they are promoted to po- 
sitions of increased responsibility or 
unless they can demonstrate the "gross 
inequality" of their present compen- 
sation. 

More than 30 per cent of American 
workers still earn less than $1,000 a 
year. Their power to purchase lux- 
uries is almost negligible, yet we are 
taxing them heavily already, and the 
next Congress probably will load a 
sales tax on the excises they now pay. 
Many insist that England does these 

things better. Labor Action rails at Dor- 
othy Thompson 

about the "socialist equalization" be- 
ing introduced into England-at-war. 
We think it enlightening to list a few 
figures on profits. They come from 

the British New Leader, organ of the 
Independent Labor Party, and are 
based on an official report by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

There are in England 80 people who 
receive an income of $575 a week, 
after deducting income tax and sur- 
tax. 

One thousand one hundred and sev- 
enty people receive $380 a week, 30,- 
750 people receive $190 a week; 105,- 
000 people receive $95 a week. All of 
this after deducting for income tax 
and surtax. 

And, in conclusion: a wage of $15 
a week, before taxes, is considered a 
high wage for a worker in England! 

* The real question involved, the real 

meaning of the current economic revo- 
lution in terms of politics is perhaps 
best expressed by a book published in 

January, 1943, by Robert A. Brady of the 

University of California, on Business as 
a System of Power. Mr. Brady as inter- 

preted by Robert S. Lynd in the New Re- 

public says 
The central problem disrupting our 

world, the most dangerous issue de- 
mocracy faces, is not basically created 
by Adolf Hitler and the Axis nations, 
but by the organized economic power 
backing the Hitlers in nation after na- 
tion throughout the industrial world 
as a device for shoring up for yet a 
while longer a disintegrating economic 
system. 

The characteristic thing about de- 
mocracy is its diffusion of power 
among the people. That men have re- 
currently had to have recourse to rev- 
olutions in order to assert such au- 
thority attests the inveterate presence 
within society of a contrary tendency. 
Power is no less "political" for being 
labeled "economic" or "social" pow- 
er; for politics is but the science of 
"who gets what, when, and how." Po- 
litical equality under the ballot was 
granted on the unstated assumption 
that the people must refrain from 
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seeking the extension of that equality 
to the economic sphere. 

In the United States, the present 
stage of organized, centralized busi- 
ness power, already reaching out in 
control of schools, media of communi- 
cation, public opinion, and govern- 
ment itself, provides more than a 
broad hint of the direction events will 
take, if present tendencies remain un- 
checked. 

RACIAL REACTION 
* The clear and hidden battles thus de- 

veloping are having their influence on 
race relations. The New Republic reports 

The trend toward the right has gone 
to ugly extremes "on the hill." In exec- 
utive committee sessions on the new 
War Powers bill, the principal objec- 
tion to the measure was the fear that 
the President might use it to let in a 
lot of "non-Aryan" refugees after the 
war was over. The old slur about the 
Jew Deal has made a covert reap- 
pearance. Sumners of Texas on the 
floor of the House Wednesday at- 
tacked New Deal administrators as 
"this bunch of people who ... do not 
much more than get into this country 
before they are trying to tell us how 
to run this government." 
This comes just as the New York 

Times is summarizing the inconceivable 
cruelty of the fate of the Jews today 

Of Germany's 200,000 Jews in 1939 
all but 40,000 have been deported or 
have perished; of Austria's 75,000 all 
but 15,000, at most; of the 80,000 in 
Bohemia and Moravia all but 15,000. 
In Poland more than 600,000 have 
died. In the Netherlands 60,000 re- 
main out of 180,000; in Yugoslavia 
96,000 out of 100,000 are dead, de- 
ported or imprisoned; in Greece all be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 45 have been 
enslaved and an unknown number are 
dead; in France 35,000 out of 300,000 
have been deported; of Rumania's 
900,000 all but 270,000 are impris- 
oned, enslaved, deported or dead; Bul- 

garia has enslaved 8,500 out of 50,- 
000; Slovakia has deported 70,000 out 
of 90,000; of Latvia's 100,000 one- 
fourth are reported massacred, the 
others enslaved or starving in ghettos. 

To sum up this horrible story, it is 
believed that 2,000,000 European 
Jews have perished and that 5,000,000 
are in danger of extermination. This 
is the work of Adolf Hitler and his 
New Order. 

* Meantime, our own wall against the 
Chinese has been breached by our giv- 
ing up extra-territorial rights in China. 
But in the United States, we not only ex- 
clude all orientals, but in the case of Chi- 
nese we decline to accept a Chinese pass- 
port in case of a visitor or scholar, 
but he must secure if he can a corrobora- 
tive American document. Failing this, he 
may, like the distinguished Lin Yutang, 
be locked up pending an investigation. 
An American citizen of Chinese descent 
cannot marry a Chinese woman and 
bring her here; and a Chinaman even 
passing through the country must be 
guarded from port to port by an official 
whose fare he himself must pay. 

THE AMERICAN NEGRO 

+ Through November 19, 1942, there 
were inducted into the American army 
91,694 persons of Negro descent, or 10.6 

per cent of the total entering. Negroes 
served on drafting boards and in other 

capacities to a considerable number. In 

industry, on the other hand, there have 
been difficulties. To meet these, came, 
June 25, 1941 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 8802 

Reaffirming Policy of Full Partici- 
pation in the Defense Program by All 
Persons, Regardless of Race, Creed, 
Color, or National Origin, and Di- 
recting Certain Action in Furtherance 
of Said Policy. 
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. . I do hereby declare that it is 
the duty of employers and of labor or- 
ganizations, in furtherance of said pol- 
icy and of this order, to provide for 
the full and equitable participation of 
all workers in defense industries, with- 
out discrimination because of race, 
creed, color, or national origin; 

And it is hereby ordered as fol- 
lows: .. 

All contracting agencies of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States shall in- 
clude in all defense contracts here- 
after negotiated by them a provision 
obligating the contractor not to dis- 
criminate against any worker because 
of race, creed, color, or national 
origin ... 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White House, June 25,1941 

* Employer resistance to this order has 
been strong and based on the fact that 
labor groups separated by caste restric- 
tions can be made a very profitable in- 
vestment. But the chief and continuing 
resistance has come from the labor 
unions-from that very movement which 
has typified and led industrial democ- 
racy. To gain a place in this democratic 
movement, the Negro is fighting his bit- 
terest battle. The New Republic says 

Discrimination against Negroes by 
powerful international and local 
unions of the American Federation of 
Labor has become a national scandal. 
It is too late for weasel-worded apol- 
ogies, for assurances that "the situa- 
tion is improving," for pious citation 
of the federation's formal-and mean- 
ingless-resolutions against race bias, 
for reminders that employers are more 
frequently guilty of discrimination 
than labor unions. These rationaliza- 
tions are as obsolete as they are un- 
convincing. They merely reflect the 
inertia and complacency and-in some 
cases-the outright prejudices of the 
A. F. of L.'s high command. 
At the Toronto convention of the A. 

F. of L., A. Philip Randolph made his 
annual indictment of the methods in- 
volved. He named ten International 
unions who bar Negroes by rule; others 
who bar them by custom and still others 
who admit and tax them and refuse them 
a vote. The convention refused to take 
any action. Paul V. McNutt of the Man- 
power Commission has warned the Rail- 
way unions, who exclude Negroes by 
constitutional provision 

And here again railroad manage- 
ment and railroad labor must join in 
analyzing the hiring practices and 
the employment traditions of their in- 
dustry. Were the employment prac- 
tices of many railroads to be applied 
to American industry as a whole, mil- 
lions of American Negroes, instead of 
turning out the ships, shells and 
planes and guns America needs for 
victory, would be immobilized for the 
duration of the war. 
Yet this same McNutt has recently 

stopped the FEPC from investigating 
railroad policies. 
* In some lines of work, however, Ne- 
groes are forcing their way in union 
ranks. Service, published at Tuskegee, 
tells of Local 46, of the Laundry Work- 
ers International Union, in Chicago 

It is the largest local of the union 
and the largest local of any union in 
the city. It has over 12,000 members. 
Its contracts with employers cover 
over 95 per cent of the laundry work- 
ers of Chicago.... 

An understanding of Local 46's 
striking victories is impossible with- 
out some knowledge of the conditions 
which existed prior to 1937 in the in- 
dustry. Approximately eighty-two per 
cent of the laundry workers received 
less than $12.00 a week between the 
years 1930-1941. Weekly pay checks 
of seven, eight, and nine dollars a 
week were common for most workers. 
For these sums the workers labored 
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long hours at the exceedingly stren- 
uous jobs in the laundry. There were 
no standards, no protection on wages, 
hours, or working conditions.... 

In three years, from 1937 to 1940, 
almost all the laundry workers of Chi- 
cago were organized in Local 46. The 
first contract was signed in 1937. In 
1938, this contract was revised to 
benefit the workers further. Still bet- 
ter contracts were signed in 1940 and 
in 1941. The first contract alone raised 
wages about fifty per cent. Steady in- 
creases in wages followed in the suc- 
ceeding contracts. Under the contract 
now in force a worker in the most un- 
skilled classification of work receives 
$17.76 for a full week's work.... 

Look into the records of the United 
States Department of Labor and you 
will find the paid vacations in the 
laundry industry were practically 
non-existent. Yet from its very first 
contract in 1937, Local 46 secured a 
vacation with pay for every worker 
who had put in over a year's service. 

If a worker works over 48 hours he 
or she is paid overtime rates higher 
than that for the regular working 
hours. If a worker is called to work, 
four hours' pay is guaranteed whether 
the four hours' work is put in or 
not.... 

Local 46 maintains its own employ- 
ment service for its members. Mem- 
bers wanting jobs are sent direct to 
openings in their own line of work. 
Car fare and energy usually wasted 
in job-hunting is spared the members 
of Local 46. Thousands of jobs are 
secured each year. 

Workers of every nationality, color, 
and religion, work in the laundry in- 
dustry. They are all members of Local 
46. A veritable league of nations. The 
leadership and the administration of 
the local's affairs reflect the demo- 
cratic spirit which keeps all these ele- 
ments working together for the com- 
mon cause without friction or ill-will. 

* Industrial democracy among Negroes 
is hampered by lack of political democ- 

racy and vice versa. The Poll Tax fight 
in Congress brought out many facts. A 

pamphlet sent out by the Workers De- 
fense League says that eight Poll Tax 
states elected seventy-eight Congressmen 
with 2,746,000 votes, while eight free 
states elected eighty-four Congressmen 
with 11,800,000 votes. Each set of states 
had a population of 24,000,000. The ac- 
tual vote cast for certain Congressmen 
defending the Poll Tax and others were 

Votes Percent 
cast in of 1940 

Poll Tax Population election population 
Congressmen: of district 1940 voting 

Whittington, Miss. ----435,530 13,864 3 
Rankin, Miss. - .------263,367 19,300 7 
Dies, Texas - -------. --331,069 43,597 13 
Vinson, Ga. _ --..----.. 289.404 21,987 8 
Smith, Va. ----.. --318,495 41,829 13 
Bankhead, Ala. -_ --285,138 39,064 14 
Congressmen from 

Free States: 
Eliot, Mass. .1__ 313,337 156,446 50 
Tolan, Cal. _. .-- --256,952 131,353 61 
Kirwan, Ohio ---..-441,240 197,091 45 
Magnuson, Wash. --.412,689 185,098 45 
Gavagan, N. Y. .----424,410 170,992 40 
McKeough, Ill-. ..---612,641 302,625 49 

The few that vote in Poll Tax states 
have their taxes paid by politicians; in 
an Arkansas election, 222 of 403 Poll 
Tax payers in an election for sheriff had 
their taxes paid by friends of the candi- 
date 

In a single St. Louis, Mo., congres- 
sional district in 1938 more votes were 
cast in the district than in Mississippi, 
Georgia and South Carolina combined. 
Yet the three states elected 23 repre- 
sentatives in Congress while the St. 
Louis district elected but one. 
The Anti-Poll Tax bill was defeated by 

a filibuster in the Senate. A New York 
Times editorial says 

There is no desire, or intention, on 
the part of the States which have no 
poll taxes to interfere in the local busi- 
ness of the eight States which have 
such requirements for voting. The real 
question is whether or not the citizens 
of forty States have a right to see to 
it that the citizens of eight States are 
not misrepresented or under-repre- 
sented in Federal elections. 
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Governor Dixon of Alabama, nephew 
of the notorious Tom Dixon of the Leop- 
ard's Spots, is mad about both the indus- 
trial and political advance of Negroes. 
He said recently in New York 

The position of the Southern people 
has always been difficult. Through the 
generations of Republican rule fol- 
lowing the war between the States 
they achieved the only practical way 
of life, practical because, although not 
perfect, it nevertheless worked. 

Today their position is anomalous 
in the extreme. It is their own party 
that is dynamiting their social struc- 
ture, which is arousing bitterness and 
recrimination, which is attempting to 
force crackpot reforms on them in a 
time of national crisis. It is their own 
party administration which sought to 
knife them with Federal control of 
elections, with the Fair Employment 
Practices Committee and with the pol- 
icy of the employment service. 

How long will they put up with it 
I do not know. Suggestions are rife as 
to the formation of a Southern Demo- 
cratic party, the election of unpledged 
representatives to the electoral col- 
lege. Ways and means are being dis- 
cussed daily to break our chains. We 
will find some way, and find it regard- 
less of the effect on national elections 
if this senseless attack keeps up. 

For the Federal Government, in 
Democratic hands, is now tampering 
with the one thing we cannot permit, 
will not permit, whatever the price to 
ourselves. 

* The liberal South is still struggling. 
The Southern Patriot, published by the 
Southern Conference for Human Wel- 
fare, says 

Southern Senators and Congress- 
men were instrumental in framing the 
new tax bill-a measure which pro- 
tects the wealthy few at the expense of 
the many poor. 

The bill was framed by two commit- 
tees both headed by Southerners-the 
House Ways and Means Committee, 

headed by Rep. Robert M. Doughton, 
of North Carolina, and the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee, chairmaned by Sen- 
ator Walter George, of Georgia. ... 

Both Doughton's and George's com- 
mittees completely ignored Treasury 
proposals for raising much of the 
revenue from the one source where it 
would do least harm and be most fair 
-from taxpayers now escaping taxes 
through loop-holes in the law. 

PROGRAMS OF DEMOCRACY 
* The March on Washington Movement 
asks for Negroes 

We demand, in the interest of na- 
tional unity, the abrogation of every 
law which makes a distinction in treat- 
ment between citizens based on relig- 
ion, creed, color, or national origin. 
The Workers Party platform demands 

Down with Jim Crow and anti-Sem- 
itism! All discrimination against Ne- 
groes in the Army and Navy or by 
employers in industry must be made 
a criminal offense! 

For full political, social and eco- 
nomic equality for Negroes! 
Mark Ethridge, a liberal Southerner, 

publisher of the Louisville Courier Jour- 
nal and first chairman of the FEPC, 
says 

No white Southerner can logically 
challenge the statement that the Negro 
is entitled, as an American citizen, to 
full civil rights and to economic op- 
portunity. Full civil rights embraces 
the right to vote, the right to justice 
in the courts, the right to share equita- 
bly in the tax burden and in the dis- 
tribution of tax moneys for public 
health, for public education, for pub- 
lic improvements such as streets and 
sidewalks and parks. Economic op- 
portunity embraces the right to work 
according to one's own skill. 
But he adds passionately 

He must recognize that there is no 
power in the world-not even in all 
the mechanized armies of the earth, 
Allied and Axis-which could now 
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force the Southern white people to 
the abandonment of the principle of 
social segregation.... 
How much does "Social Segregation" 

demand? How about travel, hotels, res- 
taurants, theatres, concerts, public meet- 
ings, personal friendships? The other 
day in Birmingham, a young Negro so- 
cial worker, a graduate of Columbia, 
met a white friend, a graduate of the 

University of Illinois and teacher of so- 

ciology. They went to a colored restau- 
rant to talk and have lunch. Both of them 
and the proprietor were arrested and 

given stiff fines for violating Birming- 
ham's segregation ordinance. Surely 
this is not the segregation which will call 
for "mechanized armies"! 

AFRICA 
* Africans in England have been in the 

public eye recently. Rudolph Dunbar 
has conducted Still's "Afro-American 

Symphony" with the London Philhar- 
monic Symphony orchestra in Royal Al- 
bert Hall, London. Cameron Tudor was 
elected president of the Oxford Univer- 

sity Union, a debating society 
The Oxford union has always 

played an important part in English 
political life and was considered to be 
the social ante-chamber of the Eng- 
lish parliamentary system. Formerly, 
members of well known English fam- 
ilies occupied the post. Several presi- 
dents later became ministers of the 
crown. 
The son of the great prime minister of 

Uganda, Sir Apollo Kagwa, K.C.M.G., is 
the first native of Uganda to become a 
British surgeon. 

In Parliament, Mr. Creech Jones said 
in September 

Do we really mean that we stand 
for a common civilization for white 
and black as equals in Africa? A sit- 
uation of great gravity is developing, 

and it calls for bolder treatment than 
it has so far received. What are we do- 
ing to resolve the racial and economic 
conflicts? In South Africa, these con- 
flicts are obvious enough but they are 
growing apace in Kenya and Rhodesia 
today. We have seen the creation of a 
number of new advisory and executive 
committees monopolized by whites. 
There has been an extension of politi- 
cal machinery in which Africans 
themselves have had very little place 
or say. There has been an alarming 
increase of the conventions of the col- 
our bar and of the practice in many 
of our territories of racial discrimina- 
tion. 

We cannot much longer palm Afri- 
cans off with talk about parallelism and 
wink at segregation and land appor- 
tionment. We must formulate a posi- 
tive policy in place of a weak, nega- 
tive one. There must be a recognition 
of Africans' political rights and sta- 
tus. There must be a big drive in so- 
cial services, in education and in eco- 
nomic development. We must asso- 
ciate the Africans in the administra- 
tion of local government. We should 
nationalize the mineral resources of 
those areas. We should redistribute the 
land and there should be planned de- 
velopment of smaller industries. If 
we do not do these things the future 
will be black. 

I have said little about the desperate 
urgency of many social and economic 
matters in many areas, some as a re- 
sult of the physical effects of the war, 
such as the grave problems of food in 
the West Indies and other places, of 
malnutrition in almost all parts of the 
Empire, of squalid housing which is a 
disgrace. And of our backwardness in 
education. 

How apposite this speech is has since 
been shown in Kenya. There are 221,000 
male natives in civil employ and 47,000 
in military work in Kenya, out of a 
male population of 1,607,944. But a 
committee of settlers headed by an arch- 
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deacon and with no African representa- 
tive has decided the colony must have 
47,500 more workers and will get these 
by compulsory draft. This forced labor 
may be had by applying to the District 
Labour Committee. The present mini- 
mum wage of 14 cents a day was not 
raised. 
* While Smuts is preaching democracy 
in Europe, in his own South Africa, a 
commission has reported on social con- 
ditions. N. N. Franklin writes in African 
Studies, September, 1942, of the report 
of the Industrial and Agricultural Com- 
mission 

The major object of social policy 
and of economic development must be 
to improve the position of the 400,000 
Europeans and the nearly eight million 
non-Europeans who are so poor that 
they can "neither play a proper role 
in the development of the country nor 
achieve that degree of well-being 
which a well-organized society should 
aim to provide for its members." Giv- 
en this goal, the Commission's conclu- 
sions and recommendations, challeng- 
ing as many of them are, are, in their 
main essentials, the logical deductions 
from the facts it has presented .... 

Many more Natives must be em- 
ployed in industry; "some relaxation 
of existing restrictions" on the em- 
ployment of Native labour will be nec- 
essary; and "proper training should 
become the keynote of the Union's la- 
bour policy." But "to maintain White 
civilization in the Union, the Euro- 
peans must be given an opportunity 
to maintain an ascendancy by the de- 
velopment and proper use of their su- 
perior faculties. If (more openings for 
unskilled workers) are created main- 
ly in the branches of industry which 

are specially suited to Europeans, and 
undesirable contact between Euro- 
peans and non-Europeans is pre- 
vented, the racial interests of both 
sections of the community would be 
safeguarded satisfactorily, while the 
latent objections to the employment of 
more non-Europeans in manufactur- 
ing industry as a whole would be re- 
moved." It seems clear that European 
workers are to be given preference in 
the provision of opportunities and 
training facilities. But the "superior 
faculties" of Europeans should not be 
taken for granted. 
Mr. F. D. Orinoco, of Lagos, Gold 

Coast, West Africa, says 
We read much of the necessity for 

fully utilizing the technical skill of ev- 
ery man in the Empire, and it seems 
to me that a vast number of Euro- 
pean technicians-engineers, chem- 
ists, etc., could be released from the 
minefields if local Native technicians 
were permitted to undertake these du- 
ties, for which many have been spe- 
cially trained. 

There is, however, an apparent bias 
against the employment of Native 
technicians. If these have satisfied the 
examiners of universities (in many 
cases English institutions) of their 
competence in, say, chemistry or en- 
gineering, what is the reason for the 
apparent non-acceptance of degree 
standards of knowledge by mine own- 
ers? 

It would indeed be difficult, for ex- 
ample, to find a Native technician in 
any executive position in my own dis- 
trict in Nigeria, the tin and other 
mines of which abound with European 
technicians who could be released for 
war work in the Empire. Of the loy- 
alty of Nigerians, there is no question. 
All we need is a chance to exert our- 
selves for the war effort. 
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