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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

By W. E. B. DU BOIS 

POST WAR PLANS 
* The extraordinary and epoch-making 

result of the present World War is a de- 
termination in the United States, Great 
Britain and Canada to face after the war 
the problem of poverty. As the Presi- 
dent of the United States said in sub- 
mitting two reports of the National Re- 
sources Planning Board, "We must not 
return to the inequities, insecurity and 
fears of the past, but ought to move for- 
ward toward the promise of the future." 
These reports fall into two divisions: 
first, a program for post war social secu- 
rity and second, a program for a new 
economic structure. As Max Lerner says 
in the New Republic 

The first places a floor under the 
economic fortunes of the individual 
and the family, below which they can- 
not fall. The second forms the scaf- 
folding for further social construction, 
and aims to give the American people 
what deeply and traditionally they 
want far more than charity-a chance 
at a job, a creative chance to show 
what each person has in him, a chance 
to be free from crushing monopolies 
and from the dark shadow of concen- 
trated economic power which forms a 
state within a state. 
The New York Times summarizes this 

report as a Bill of Rights 
1. The right to work, usefully and 

creatively through the productive 
years. 

2. The right to fair pay, adequate 
to command the necessities and amen- 
ities of life in exchange for work, 

ideas, thrift and other socially valu- 
able service. 

3. The right to adequate food, 
clothing, shelter and medical care. 

4. The right to security, with free- 
dom from fear of old age, want, de- 
pendency, sickness, unemployment 
and accident. 

5. The right to live in a system of 
free enterprise, free from compulsory 
labor, irresponsible private power, 
arbitrary public authority and unregu. 
lated monopolies. 

6. The right to come and go, to 
speak or to be silent, free from the 
spyings of secret political police. 

7. The right to equality before the 
law, with equal access to justice in 
fact. 

8. The right to education, for 
work, for citizenship and for personal 
growth and happiness. 

9. The right to rest, recreation and 
adventure, the opportunity to enjoy 
and take part in an advancing civiliza. 
tion. 

* Naturally, this plan will be compared 
with the Beveridge report in England. 
Both reports aim to insure freedom from 
want, the opportunity to work and the 
promotion of health, but the Beveridge 
report has no specific program for as- 
suring work and income. Both reports 
provide against old age, unemployment 
and loss of bread-winner, and both seek 
to protect everyone. This security is to 
be provided in both programs by social 
insurance and public assistance; but in 
the United States also by work for em- 
ployables. Both plans ultimately aim to 
protect all wage-earners even those in 
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agriculture and domestic service. Both 
plans are to be financed by general taxes 
and special taxes on employers and 
workers. 

In England the plan has popular ap- 
proval but Churchill and the Govern- 
ment are not ready to adopt it entirely 
and the Beveridge plan does not provide 
for national economic reconstruction. 
? In the meantime further technical 

economic change is already upon us. The 
retiring assistant Attorney-General, 
Thurman Arnold, who has been kicked 
on to the bench says 

We are on the verge of a new indus- 
trial age-the age of light metals and 
chemicals-which may bring a higher 
standard of living than the world has 
ever known before, better housing, 
better transportation, more abundant 
food. 

New light metals, new forms of 
transportation, new techniques, may 
make vast investments obsolete. 

And so the cartel leaders are gath- 
ering from all parts of the world to 
protect their system of high prices and 
low turnover, restricted production 
and controlled markets-domestic and 
foreign-against the new enterprise 
that is coming after the war. 

* It must be noted that plans for future 
security are only proposed, even by the 
Liberals, for England, America, Can- 
ada and at most for Europe. George 
Soule in the New Republic has for 
colonial labor only this proposal for 
international effort after the war 

An International Labor Standards 
Agency would be entrusted with the 
function of seeing that international 
investment did not result in exploita- 
tion of labor. It would set minimum 
standards in the employment policies 
of development authorities. Of course 
it could not at once raise wages every- 
where to the level in the United States 
or even to that in industrial Europe, 
but it would shade standards up from 

those prevailing in the various regions, 
on the principle of the Walsh-Healy 
Act. The International Labor Office 
of the League of Nations is well suited 
to this task. In addition to super- 
vising labor standards in the ordinary 
sense, it would take a special interest 
in matters like nutrition, health and 
housing. 

* Pearl Buck writing in the New York 
Times Magazine emphasizes this delib- 
erate failure to admit the colored races 
into industrial democracy 

The Four Freedoms, then, remain 
the sole statement yet given of our war 
aims. But I take it that it is the con- 
stant and peacetime aim of any demo- 
cratic government to make secure for 
its own citizens freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion, freedom from 
fear and freedom from want. If we 
are fighting for these freedoms 
"everywhere in the world" that is, for 
peoples who do not have them now, 
then we have to fight first for the basic 
freedom-the freedom to be free. It 
was an Indian, and the Indian was 
Gandhi, who pointed that out. And 
the only country to declare itself offi- 
cially for the freedom of all peoples, 
and for equality among all, has been 
China.... 

The people of China and India, and 
they are half the people in the world, 
are now forced to the conviction that 
we are not fighting for freedom as a 
principle of human life, but we are 
fighting to maintain ourselves with the 
British in a position of superiority 
over them. To this conviction they 
have been compelled by three things: 
first, by our Anglo-American conduct 
of the war; second, by the open state- 
ments of Churchill's government; 
third, by our own silence. I say only 
the peoples of China and India, but 
all the peoples of Asia, and I do not 
doubt of Africa, share in this convic- 
tion, and will shape their future action 
upon it if the conviction cannot be 
changed. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
* Repercussions from Great Britain 

during the last quarter have not been 
reassuring in the matter of race relations. 
This puzzles many people for, as Harold 
Laski says in the New York Times 
Magazine 

Britain is a country of universal 
suffrage; the masses choose their own 
rulers. We argue from this that the 
government of Britain is a democracy. 
We draw attention to the freedoms en- 
joyed by the people-religious free- 
dom, freedom of speech, freedom of 
association. We emphasize-we are 
entitled to emphasize-the remarkable 
degree to which even in a period of 
extreme crisis they have been main- 
tained. 
But as Saint-Simon pointed out, the 

law which constitutes government is less 
important to people than the law of 
property; and Laski declares that the 
law in Great Britain 

which determines the rights of 
property has [never] become in any 
serious measure a matter of debate. 
The masses chose their rulers; but 
they were selected from among men 
who largely took for granted the idea 
that the main lines of the property 
system were part of a fixed order of 
nature. 

That meant, in essence, two things. 
It meant, first, that the main character 
of social and economic legislation 
should not overpass the boundaries of 
that action which is required by the 
nature of the property system. There 
could be concessions to the masses; 
there could be improvements in the 
standard of life. But neither one nor 
the other must touch by its conse- 
quences the immanent logic of the sys- 
tem. And in order that the boundaries 
should be safeguarded against invasion 
it meant that all the vital controls of 
State power should remain in the 
hands of the propertied class or their 
representatives. They were, in fact, 
the real rulers of Britain. 

* It is in this light that we must interpret 
the statement of the new Secretary of 
State for Colonies who belongs to the 
great family of English aristocracy repre- 
sented by the Earl of Derby. Mr. Stanley 
had scarce entered upon his new duties 
when speaking at Oxford he declared 
that "the first and fundamental principle 
is that administration of the British 
colonies must be the sole responsibility 
of Great Britain herself." He was imme- 
diately supported by the Prime Minis- 
ter. It must be remembered that colonies 
and particularly British colonies are 
property investments guarded and often 
subsidized by the Empire but adminis- 
tered primarily in the interest of the in- 
vesting British public. Those interests 
call for peace and prosperity in the coun- 
try and for such progress as is com- 
patible with maintaining a satisfactory 
rate of profit. In few cases is the prog- 
ress of colonial populations allowed to 
interfere with the interests of investment 
and the manipulation of credit; and it is 
not true that the Crown Colony govern- 
ment is regarded as a step toward free 
dominion status. Only those parts of the 
British Empire colonized by white folk 
have ever been allowed political auton- 
omy, and in nearly all cases the Crown 
Colonies are much older than the domin- 
ions. 

Vernon Cameron in West Africa com- 
menting on various statements by the 
new Secretary for Colonies and espe- 
cially the one at Saint Stephen's Club, 
"social headquarters of Toryism," says 

One wonders whether the venue was 
selected deliberately, as a likely meet- 
ing-place of the new Colonial devel- 
opers, who though they differ on de- 
tails have one central principle, 
namely, that the chief say as regards 
the Colonies shall be with a body in- 
dependent of Parliament, ousting the 
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Colonial Office as nearly as possible, 
and having as its first rule to man 
itself from almost anywhere except 
the countries to be "developed." 

Colonel Stanley probably knows 
that that sort of thing won't do. It 
wouldn't do after even the 1914-18 
war, with the Empire Resources De- 
velopment Committee.... It would do 
even less after this war. The greater 
Colonies have young men and women 
of the local races competent to stand 
up on United Kingdom platforms and 
state facts, needs and claims. Also, 
our Commonwealth of Nations must 
have the cooperation of Russia, China 
and the United States for its peaceful 
progress, and it can't keep that co- 
operation if the public of those coun- 
tries, not least politically important as 
regards British Africa, the Afro- 
American 10 per cent. of the U.S.A., 
observe in any Colony what in Col- 
onel Stanley's county they call "mar- 
locking" with the people's rights. 

* The Secretary of State for Home Af- 
fairs, Herbert Morrison, said recently 

We know that one of the main 
motives for the acquisition of many of 
the Colonial territories was commer- 
cial. Commercial interest still plays a 
part, not always beneficent, in their 
affairs. But from an early stage, this 
original motive was, so far as official 
policy was concerned, influenced to an 
increasing extent by a motive of duty, 
a sense of a job to be done for the 
people whom we found in our care, 
and for the sake of our own self- 
respect ... 

I want, therefore, to see the adop- 
tion in a still fuller and more practical 
spirit of the principle of administering 
the colonies positively for the benefit 
of their own people. In the long-term 
sense, the interests of colonial peoples 
are in line, broadly speaking, with 
those of the rest of the world. But if 
there is a conflict of short-term in- 
terest, for instance between the needs 
of the world for more raw materials, 
and the needs of colonial peoples to 

grow more food for themselves, then 
their need must come first without 
question. Their need for help in man- 
agement, industrial and agricultural 
technique, and up-to-date methods of 
distribution and marketing should be 
met by the operation of development 
boards or other economic agencies 
under some suitable form of public 
control. 

Private undertakings are responsible 
to no one but their shareholders, and 
we should not have on our consciences 
the irresponsible handling by power- 
ful bodies of the economic destinies 
of these partially developed peoples. 
Our colonial trust, if we really regard 
it as a trust, has to be discharged in a 
responsible spirit of public duty, and 
with no vexatious conflicts between 
public policy and private interest. 

CHINA 
+ The visit of Madame Chiang Kai-shek 

has renewed our interest in China. 
Madame Chiang in her speeches confined 
herself for -the most part to generalities. 
She did not mention the continued dis- 
crimination against Chinese in the 
United States nor the plight of minority 
peoples. But spoke thus of the future 

What will the revalescing world, 
recovering from this hideous blood- 
letting, be like? 

The wisest minds in every corner 
of the world are pondering over these 
questions, and the wisest of all reserve 
their opinion. But, without letting 
temerity outrun discretion, I venture 
to say that certain things must be 
recognized. Never again must the dig. 
nity of man be outraged as it has been 
since the dawn of history. 
Lin Yutang is much more explicit. 

Writing in Common Sense he says 
Even when there are portents in the 

sky and the whole horizon is aglow 
with the fire of slaughter and the val- 
leys of this earth echo with the sounds 
of killing and the screams of dying 
soldiers, even now when we are taking 
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boys from their mothers to fight and 
die in the battlefield, we refuse to ac- 
knowledge nature's warning and fail 
to search for the sins of men's think- 
ing which have given us this war. 
Nazis believe in power policies, but 
don't we ourselves? Nazis believe in 
racial superiority; don't we ourselves? 
Nazis are for empire and world con- 
quest; are we so sure we are not? 
Nazis believe in force; show me one 
western man who does not believe in 
force! 

* An editorial in the Chicago Daily 
Tribune comments as follows 

When Mme. Chiang Kai-shek spoke 
to the United States Senate and House 
of Representatives the impressionable 
statesmen went overboard, with no 
one to blame them, for the cause of 
China. Most of them came back on 
board again and shook themselves 
dry when the charming and eloquent 
lady spoke of the world federation.... 

We have a new treaty with the once 
celestial kingdom, at present the gal- 
lant political whatnot which has done 
more fighting than any two other na- 
tions and taken knockout punches 
standing up. The new treaty, abolish- 
ing the special privileges of the white 
man to maintain his own dominion, 
rather than his domicile, in Chinese 
territory grants him all the courtesies 
one nation can give another, the right 
to enter, travel, make his home, abide 
and enjoy the use of whatever he 
wants and can purchase.... 

The present day millenarians might 
profit from an earlier episode in Amer- 
ican history. In July, 1868, the United 
States ratified a treaty with China 
which recognized "the inherent and 
inalienable right of man to change his 
home and allegiance and also the 
mutual advantages of free migration 
and emigration of their citizens and 
subjects respectively from one country 
to the other for the purpose of curios- 
ity, of trade, or as permanent resi- 
dents." 

That would seem to satisfy some of 
the freedoms of the new charter. Un- 
fortunately for the permanence of an 
ideal, mobs were killing the unlucky 
Chinese three years later. Ruffians 
known as patriots hanged 15 and shot 
6 in one night in Los Angeles. In 1880 
the Chinese agreed to an amendment 
of the treaty which permitted us to 
"regulate, limit, or suspend" Chinese 
immigration at our pleasure. By 1882 
we had put an end to coolie immi- 
gration. Finally, in 1924 we passed 
the oriental exclusion law. The im- 
permanence of millennialism in con- 
tact with self-interest is dismally more 
than legendary. 

* An Indian writer, Taraknath Das, 
writing in the Jewish Frontier says 

Imposition of extra-territorial juris- 
diction in China was undoubtedly a 
result of the Opium War, fought by 
the British against the Chinese. This 
war was, in turn, the result of Chinese 
resistance to Britain's opium trade, 
which was carried on by the monopoly- 
holding British East India Company. 
Since the middle of the eighteenth 
century the British hold on India has 
been the center of an ever-expanding 
British imperialism in all parts of Asia 
and Africa, and the Opium War was a 
result of the economic imperialism 
of Britain in Eastern Asia. 

India, deprived of her own free- 
dom, served as an instrument of 
Chinese national humiliation, because 
India paid for the military campaign 
in China, British-Indian soldiers par- 
ticipated in this unholy war and Brit- 
ish officials under the East India Com- 
pany played important diplomatic and 
military roles in the Opium War. In 
fact, the British Government in Eng- 
land was so closely associated with 
the Board of Directors of the East 
India Company of the time, that the 
East India Company shaped its policy 
towards China and the Opium War. 
Thus every Indian felt that India in- 
directly injured China and India had 
a debt to pay in cooperating with 
China. Dr. Sun Yat-sen once told me 
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that so long as India remained under 
bondage, China would never be free 
from the menace to her freedom.... 

Regarding the Opium War, it should 
be noted that Britain did not make any 
formal declaration of war, but started 
a blockade of the port of Canton on 
June 22, 1840. Hostilities began on 
July 5th. The Chinese were defeated 
in various engagements. A large num- 
ber of the civilian population was 
massacred in the bombardment of 
Canton. However, peace was con- 
cluded by a treaty that was signed on 
August 29, 1842. By this treaty China 
ceded Hongkong to Britain and paid 
an indemnity of $21,000,000, of which 
$6,000,000 was for the amount of 
opium destroyed and $3,000,000 for 
debts of British subjects. The ports 
of Canton, Amoy, Foo-Chow, Ningpo 
and Shanghai were opened to British 
trade and residence.... 

The United States Government was 
not unmindful of securing concessions 
and by the Treaty of 1844 it acquired 
all the advantages won by the British 
through the Treaty of 1842 and also 
the assurance of "most favored nation" 
treatment.... 

It should be remembered that the 
Chinese were not the only people 
whose sovereignty was curtailed by 
the onslaught of Western powers. In 
fact, there was not a single power in 
Asia which retained full sovereignty. 
Japan was the first one to recover her 
full sovereignty by getting rid of 
extra-territorial jurisdiction. After the 
Sino-Japanese War of 1894 -1895, 
Western powers, especially Great Brit- 
ain, were much impressed with Japa- 
nese strength; also, Japan was making 
changes in her laws to meet the de- 
mands of the Western nations. Japan's 
own strength and the international 
situation which brought about the 
Anglo-Japanese Alliance and the 
Russo-Japanese War led to the aboli- 
tion of extra-territorial jurisdiction in 
Japan. 

*A wireless to the New York Times 

mentions pressing economic difficulties 
in China and the comment of "the in- 
fluential and independent" newspaper 
Ta Kung Pao 

Explaining that the slow growth of 
industry in China was the result of 
foreign exploitation and economic 
vassalage, the paper says that China 
has no big influential, independent 
industrial capitalists. It then marks 
the "alarming" tendency of capital to 
flow into trade speculation instead of 
production. 

"In all industries commercial capital 
combines with special (bureaucratic) 
capital for war profits," it says. 
"Neither the country nor the com- 
munity has benefited and good in- 
dustrialists of inferior wealth and in- 
terest are unable to compete. The life 
of the masses is becoming worse and 
worse. Laborers are able to maintain 
approximately the old standard but 
the middle class is hardest hit. Mean- 
while a small number in the upper 
classes are making huge war profits 
by the manipulation of the market." 

Ta Kung Pao points out that the 
remedy is the "restriction of private 
capital and equal distribution of land." 

JAPAN 
* Clark H. Kawakami writing in Com- 

mon Sense reminds us that Japanese em- 
perors are by tradition lovers of peace. 
The emperor 

is the physical symbol of that in- 
stitution which the Japanese like to 
think of as an inheritance from the 
"Age of the Gods." It is this insti- 
tution which is peace-loving. Except 
in remote antiquity when Japan was 
not far removed from the tribal stage, 
no warrior has graced the throne. The 
successive emperors were rather men 
of culture, interested in poetry, callig- 
raphy or painting, some even de- 
voting themselves to meditation on 
Buddhist mysticism or Confucian 
philosophy. 

The present Emperor is no excep- 
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tion although his interest centers in 
the modern sciences of zoology, bot- 
any and biology. He, too, however, 
has been indoctrinated with the Con- 
fucian idea of rulership. 
Hirohito, now in his forty-second 

year, had his primary training in a 
public school and then under tutors who 
had studied in England, he was given 
courses in history, geography, the 
sciences, Chinese classics, French, polit- 
ical science and economics. 

While crown prince, Hirohito 
scorned all the precedents of his hoary 
house by travelling to Europe. Dur- 
ing the tour he confided to some of 
his suite that Japan must take a 
greater stride toward democracy by 
adopting universal suffrage instead of 
the limited franchise then in effect. 
Three years later, as if echoing his 
sentiment, Japan did adopt universal 
manhood suffrage. 

Throughout Hirohito's boyhood 
and early manhood his mentors and 
advisers were scholars of liberal ten- 
dency and diplomats of wide foreign 
experience. When he became Prince 
Regent in 1921, his closest adviser 
was Count Chinda, an early graduate 
of Depauw University, in Indiana, 
and later ambassador to Washington 
and London. When in 1926 he became 
Emperor, his first public statement 
contained this sentence: 

"Simplicity instead of vain display; 
originality instead of blind imitation; 
progress in view of this age of evo- 
lution; reform to keep abreast with 
advancing civilization; national har- 
mony in purpose and in action; be- 
neficence to all classes of people and 
friendship to all the nations of the 
earth: these are the cardinal aims to 
which our most profound and abiding 
solicitude is directed." 

* Michael Straight in the New Republic 
declares that 

The Japanese have administered 
Burma in a way quite different from the 
Nazi occupation of Europe. The Jap- 
anese knew that their hold upon Bur- 
ma depended upon their ability to 
raise a National Army of Burmese 
who would defend their country 
against an allied counter-attack. Also, 
they knew that their administration of 
15,000,000 Burmese would be of cru- 
cial importance in their plan to cap- 
ture their real objective, the 300,000,- 
000 Indians who lie just beyond Bur- 
ma. The Japanese freed from jail the 
former Prime Minister of Burma, U 
Saw, and made him head of the Pro. 
visional Government of Burma, which 
they announced was to become an in- 
dependent state. In this government 
they placed only one prominent Jap- 
anese adviser. They further appealed 
to the peasants by breaking up the 
great, foreign-owned paddy estates. 
The Japanese do not face the neces- 
sity of ruthlessly exploiting Burma as 
the Germans have exploited Europe, 
for unlike Europe, which is a net im- 
porter of foods and materials, Burma 
was a heavy exporter of rubber and 
rice. So the Japanese have every op- 
portunity of bringing the people of 
Burma actively to their side, against 
the United Nations. Given this politi- 
cal condition, it is possible that Burma 
will never be retaken by British gen- 
erals and Indian troops. 

* In the face of this what are we to do 
to convince the Japanese and their 
rational leaders that the present course 
of Japan is wrong? Selden C. Menafee 
says in the Nation 

The details of our propaganda to 
Japan are a carefully guarded secret. 
It is known, however, that our broad- 
casts point out the fundamental an- 
tagonism between Germany and Japan, 
stress American military and produc- 
tive power, and report war news in 
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such a way as gradually to create con- 
fidence in our information service and 
reflect discredit upon the fantastic 
claims of the Japanese military. It is 
obvious that Japan's domestic propa- 
ganda is not adequately challenged 
by the various American arguments 
just cited. The Tokyo radio, in broad- 
casts made available by the Office of 
War Information, appeals constantly 
to the Japanese people's hatred and 
fear of the United States and Great 
Britain. Race issues particularly are 
emphasized, with frequent recitations 
of instances of discrimination against 
Orientals in this country and much 
stress on the exclusion of Asiatics 
under our immigration law of 1924. 
Exaggerated or wholly fictitious ac- 
counts of our "mistreatment" of 
evacuated Japanese - Americans are 
headlined. The war is blamed on our 
imperialistic desire to maintain white 
supremacy over East Asia. Instances 
of discrimination against progress in 
America are played up and interpreted 
as evidence of the hypocrisy of our 
democratic pretensions. 
This tragic impasse dates historically 

back to the incident which Roland S. 
Morris reported to Secretary of State 
Robert Lansing 

On November 15, 1918, Mr. Mor- 
ris wrote to Secretary Lansing: 

"It is hoped by Japanese that the 
organization of a League of Nations 
will offer an opportunity to assert the 
equality of the yellow race, a ques- 
tion which underlies all discussions on 
the subject." 
This action was frustrated by the 

United States and Great Britain. The 
present situation is summed up by the 
letter which Mohandas K. Gandhi wrote 
to the Japanese in July, 1941 

It was a worthy ambition of yours 
to take equal rank with the great 
Powers of the world. Your aggres- 
sion against China and your alliance 
with the Axis Powers was surely an 

unwarranted excess of that ambi- 
tion.... 

If I were a free man, and if you 
allowed me to come to your country, 
frail though I am, I would not mind 
risking my health, maybe my life, 
to come to your country to plead with 
you to desist from the wrong you are 
doing to China and the world and 
therefore to yourself. 

But I enjoy no such freedom. And 
we are in the unique position of hav- 
ing to resist an imperialism that we 
detest no less than yours and Nazism. 
Our resistance to it does not mean 
harm to the British people. We seek 
to convert them. Ours is an unarmed 
revolt against British rule. An im- 
portant party in the country is en- 
gaged in a deadly but friendly quarrel 
with the foreign rulers. 

Even if you win, it will not prove 
that you were in the right. It will only 
prove that your power of destruction 
was greater. This applies obviously 
to the Allies too, unless they perform 
now the just and righteous act of free- 
ing India as an earnest and promise 
of similarly freeing all other subject 
peoples in Asia and Africa. 
In contrast to this come the various 

proposals for peace of which one of the 
most drastic is put forth by Nathaniel 
Peffer in his book Basis for Peace in the 
Far East. Freda Utley, who is no friend 
of Japan, says that Peffer 

having clearly placed Japan as only 
one among many imperialist ag- 
gressors, he goes on to urge the most 
ruthless program yet formulated for 
dealing with a defeated Japan. He 
would have us destroy the principal 
cities of Japan and its whole indus- 
trial mechanism, devastate much of 
its countryside and leave the people 
among ruins. Not only, he says, 
should Japan be stripped of all her 
colonies including Formosa; not only 
is she to surrender all her physical 
properties on Chinese soil; she must 
also turn over to China the whole of 
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her merchant marine. After all this, 
however, with little or no factories 
and machinery left, and no ships in 
which to move her merchandise, 
Japan is to be allowed, even assisted, 
to become prosperous by trading 
freely everywhere. 

MALAYA 
* Henry C. Wolfe writing in the Sat- 

urday Review of Literature on Virginia 
Thompson's Post-Mortem on Malaya says 

According to Miss Thompson, the 
root of the evil in Malaya lay in the 
economic imperialism which British 
rule developed there "and which failed 
to weld the peoples of the country into 
a Malayan nation." The author of the 
book orients her analysis toward 
Great Britain; the author of the fore- 
word protests that colonial problems 
cannot be isolated from their world- 
wide setting.... 

The author makes out a good case 
for the five million inhabitants of a 
country that had to endure ten differ- 
ent administrations and seven customs 
barriers. Into the bargain the native 
Malays had to face competition from 
foreign labor imported in vast num- 
bers to exploit Malaya's rich natural 
resources. Miss Thompson can cite 
chapter and verse to prove that the 
native Malays did not resent the im- 
migrant Chinese and Indian workers 
on racial, but on economic and admin- 
istrative grounds. Imported labor was 
not a basic obstacle to national unity. 
The basic obstacle was that the na- 
tives were not given a just share in 
the government of their country and 
neither the native nor foreign-born 
Asiatics were encouraged to take an 
active part in its defense. 

The resultant morale-or lack of it 
-goes far to account for the sudden 
fall of Malaya to the Japanese. 

INDIA 
* The reports of Herbert L. Matthews 

to the New York Times from various 

parts of India throw interesting light 
upon conditions. Speaking of the rule 
of the All-India Congress in Bombay 
Province from 1937 to 1938 he says 

All the authorities that I have con- 
sulted agree that the Congress regime 
was efficient and honest and tried hard 
to better the condition of laborers and 
cultivators. It had many accomplish- 
ments to its credit and won the re- 
spect of Europeans as well as Indians. 
Of Hyderabad he says, on the con- 

trary, that this is 
the meeting place of virtually all the 
races, languages, religions and cul- 
tures of India, but it is still a back- 
ward feudal State, the last vestige of 
Mogul India. It is still ruled by a 
descendant of Mogul emperor's vice- 
roy and by Mohammedan noblemen 
who own about one-third of the land 
and do not pay any taxes. 

The feudal lords rule over a popu- 
lation that is nearly 90 per cent 
Hindu, which means there cannot be 
a responsible government without a 
revolution. 

The Nizam of Hyderabad, the 
richest man in the world, has vast 
land holdings, which are tax free, but 
to avoid antagonizing his Hindu sub- 
jects he has imposed one of the 
lightest tax systems in the world, 
which provides little money for edu- 
cation, hospitals, roads and irrigation. 
On the other hand the great state of 

Mysore in southern India again 
is proof that Indians can govern 
themselves with efficiency and enlight- 
enment. It is not only the most ad- 
vanced princely State; it is more ad- 
vanced than any province of British 
India with the possible exception of 
Punjab. 

Mysore has nearly 80,000 square 
miles and a population of 7,350,000, 
so it is a little country by itself. The 
British ran it between 1631 and 1881, 
but since then it has been Indian. 
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* Reinhold Niebuhr says in his review 
of Shridrahana's Warning to the West 
in the Nation 

The revelation of the depth of 
Oriental resentment against the pride 
of the West is probably the greatest 
value of the book. Not that this is a 
new revelation. We have known it all 
along. But we do not know it in- 
wardly; and our pride has not been 
qualified or mitigated by it. It is, in 
fact, becoming apparent that even if 
we succeed in solving every other 
vexing problem in international rela- 
tions, we shall probably not solve the 
problem of ethnic friction in time to 
save the world from further catas- 
trophe. 

* The most outstanding occurrence in 
the world recently has been Gandhi's 
twenty-one day fast in protest against 
imprisonment. To America and largely 
to Britain this whole gesture simply can- 
not be understood and is often treated 
as bizarre and funny. George Bernard 
Shaw has had a forthright comment 

The detention of Mohandas K. 
Gandhi was the most stupid blunder 
the government had "let itself be 
landed in by its Right Wing of in- 
curable die-hards." 

It and the unpardonable flogging 
business associated with it has wiped 
out our moral case against Hitler. 

The King should release Gandhi 
unconditionally as an act of grace un- 
connected with policy, and apologize 
to him for the mental defectiveness of 
his Cabinet. That would do what is 
possible to save the Indian situation. 

8 Betty Graham, who has just returned 
from four years in India and China, 
gives us in the New Republic a quite 
different view of the reasons for IGandhi's 
fast than those current in the American 
press 

Uncensored copies of the wordy 
correspondence exchanged between 
Gandhi and the Viceroy preliminary 

to the fast have finally reached Wash- 
ington. In these documents, which 
were never intended for general pub- 
lication, Gandhi placed on record his 
own case and that of the Congress 
Party of which he is the acknowledged, 
though unofficial, leader. 

In this correspondence, to which I 
have had access, Gandhi's reasons for 
fasting are seen to be not for personal 
protest but to make a desperate plea 
that arrested Congress leaders and fol- 
lowers should not be condemned to 
prison without trial. Gandhi's own 
words revealed too that he was con- 
testing, in the only way left to him, 
not only the detention of the 78,000 
Indians which the British reportedly 
are holding without trial, but also the 
government's charges that the Con- 
gress Party was plotting to bring 
about a violent disruption of the war 
effort. 

* Herbert L. Matthews mentioned above 
gives a peculiar inside view of the real 
attraction which India has for Britain 

Finance is a battlefield between the 
British and Indians and Calcutta, 
where Clive began the long British 
tradition, is seeing what may be the 
last stand of the powerful forces that 
have played a great role in the domi- 
nation of India.... 

These managing agencies are unique 
in the world. Bird & Co., for instance, 
correctly advertises that it has "activi- 
ties in practically every field of In- 
dian industry." That includes jute, 
coal, canvas, cement, engineering, in- 
surance, lime, minerals, oil, paper, 
stone and sugar. McKinnon & Mac- 
kenzie, among other things, dominate 
the shipping industry.... 

These agencies resulted from the 
difficulties of financing, transporting 
and marketing Indian products and 
now fully half of the country's in- 
dustries are handled through such 
firms. They have an even larger share 
in important fields with British agents 
controlling a good deal more than In- 
dian agents. 
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That is the channel through which 
the British dominate such a large part 
of Indian industry. You cannot es- 
tablish a new industry here except 
through agents, because banks will not 
lend money until the business is func- 
tioning. The agents must float the 
company either through their credit 
or by putting shares on the market.... 

Most British managing agents here 
are employees of former founders and 
partners who have retired and gone 
home with their holdings. They are 
in London, and it is to their interests 
to see that British policy does not re- 
sult in their firms being put out of 
India. ... 

These managing agents are im- 
mensely profitable concerns and the 
British want to hang on to them. At 
the same time their Indian rivals want 
to get their businesses away from 
them, and in that struggle much is 
involved, political as well as finan- 
cial. 

THE ARABS 
* Imir Abdullah, who is today ruler of 
Trans-Jordan, is the same man who 
twenty-seven years ago joined his father 
and younger brother in the desert re- 
volt which the celebrated Colonel T. E. 
Lawrence helped lead. The Imir still 
looks toward a union of Arab peoples 
for political, economic and social ad- 
vancement and claims this is the prin- 
cipal war and peace aim of Arab 
peoples. It is not logical, he declares, 
that the broken pieces of Arabian unity 
should be mended by the same Western 
powers responsible for their rupture. He 
adds, according to Julian Louis Meltzer, 
correspondent of the New York Times 

The Arabs believe in the principles 
underlying the democratic way of 
life. They are innately democratic; it 
is part of their own nature. Bedouin 
society is based essentially and orig- 
inally on democracy and has always 
fought tyranny in rule. Arab life to- 

day, in spite of its urban offshoots in 
the more advanced Middle East lands, 
is based upon the free institutions of 
tribal society.... 

But the United Nations are obviously 
not fighting this war to perpetuate 
after its victorious conclusion the same 
inequalities in conduct, the same de- 
prival of liberties, the same roughshod 
denial of freedom that stigmatize the 
dictatorships whose evil actions led to 
the present war. They must seek a 
broad interpretation of the role of the 
smaller nations that want to develop 
their own destinies and to rule their 
own corporate lives untrammeled by 
foreign influence. 

ETHIOPIA 
* One of the serious problems to be 

settled after the war is the question not 
only of Ethiopian independence but of 
its claim to access to the sea. There lies 
a long history back of this. In 1884 
after Great Britain had seized Egypt 
and the Madhi was attacking the British, 
the British sought the help of Johannes, 
Emperor of Ethiopia, to relieve certain 
besieged garrisons and particularly the 
garrison in what is now called Eritrea, 
at Massawa, a seaport which the Ethiop- 
ians claimed. Finally, a treaty was made 
between Great Britain, Egypt and 
Ethiopia, June 3, 1884, which made 
Massawa a free port for Abyssinia "for 
all goods including arms and ammuni- 
tion," under British protection. It also 
restored other parts of Eritrea to 
Ethiopia. 

In accordance with this treaty Ethi- 
opia relieved a number of the garrisons 
attacked by the Madhists and saved that 
part of the Egyptian Sudan to England. 
In the final defeat of the Madhi in 1885 
the Ethiopians bore a prominent part. 
Notwithstanding this, Lord Granville 
calmly assured Italy in 1885 that Eng- 
land had no objection to raise against 
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the Italian occupation of Massawa. The 
Italians denied the Ethiopians the free- 
dom of the port and war ensued and an 
Englishman, Gerald Portal, was sent to 
induce the Emperor to give up his claim 
to Massawa. Johannes replied, "I did 
not give them Massawa. England gave 
it to the Italians. I will not give them 
an inch of land." He demanded a con- 
firmation of the Treaty of 1884. Mean- 
time the forces of the Madhi again in- 
vaded Ethiopia and killed the Emperor. 
During the succeeding confusion the 
Italians seized Eritrea. The question has 
come up in Parliament recently but Mr. 
Eden has refused to state the attitude of 
the British Government toward giving 
Ethiopia access to the sea. 
* Sylvia Pankhurst says of Ethiopian 
government today 

In Ethiopia we witness an ancient 
people whose corporate life is coeval 
with that of Egypt, adopting a Par- 
liamentary Constitution, becoming a 
modern democracy. Ethiopia has not 
yet the register of Parliamentary 
voters, the polling booth, the ballot 
box. These may come, but today local 
assemblies of the heads of families 
choose the Parliamentary representa- 
tives, as from time immemorial they 
have selected chiefs and settled local 
affairs. Having successfully resisted 
conquest, Ethiopia is in a position to 
develop her own democratic institu- 
tions. How far they may ultimately 
correspond to those of Europe and 
America cannot be foreseen. 

BALKANS 
* There is real danger that through 

famine, disease, war and degradation 
many of the smaller nationalities and 
sub-races in the Balkans will actually 
become extinct. C. L. Sulzberger writes 
in the New York Times 

Of the 110,000,000 people who be- 
fore the war dwelt between the Soviet 

frontiers and the Danzig-Trieste line 
where East meets West on the Con- 
tinent it is known that already more 
than 500,000 have been exterminated 
deliberately, according to official com- 
putations, and the possibility is that 
this figure may be multiplied again 
before the liberation of that domain 
from the butchery and abomination 
that the Nazis call their Lebensraum. 

Entire, nations are being forcibly 
ousted from their traditional homes of 
such peaceable folks as the Slovenes 
of whom nearly 200,000 have been 
driven already to other lands and mil- 
lions of Polish citizens have been 
shifted to make room for German set- 
tlers. Entire peoples are being ruth- 
lessly exterminated for no other 
reason than their alleged inferiority 
to the Nazi scale of human values. 
Music loving Gypsies who once filled 
the Balkan kafanas have now almost 
disappeared from the Yugoslav scene. 
In addition to this, violent civil war is 

flaming in Yugo-Slavia between Mik- 
hialovitch's Chetniks organization 
strongly supported by the British and 
the Partisans who are supported by Rus- 
sia and are in part but not entirely 
communist. 

BLACK SOLDIERS 
* A little late comes the story of the 

Belgian force composed of five thousand 
black men who with the help of the 
Ethiopians took some fifteen thousand 
prisoners from the Italians during the 
war to liberate Ethiopia. The story of 
this campaign has been told by George 
Weller. The force marched twenty-five 
hundred miles from the Belgian Congo 
into Ethiopia. 

A fighting French force of black men 
has also made its way from Fort Lamy 
in the Lake Chad territory into Libya 
and made liaison with the British Eighth 
Army. This force cleared the enemy 
elements out of southern Libya. It had 
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only a few armored cars and a small air 
force but made a remarkable march 
across the desert. 

The governor-general of French West 
Africa has pledged one hundred thou- 
sand trained Senegalese soldiers to the 
United Nations and promised two hun- 
dred thousand more if officers and 
subalterns can be found to lead them. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
* Social security has been proposed for 

the Union of South Africa but the Race 
Relations News makes this comment 

The recent Durban Congress, fol- 
lowed up by public meetings in 
Johannesburg and other centres, and 
by the formation of "Action Commit- 
tees," has launched a lively movement 
for "social security." 

Speaker after speaker has empha- 
sized that the principles of social se- 
curity apply to "all" South Africans; 
that "all races" in the Union are to 
benefit by them. Mr. J. R. Sullivan, 
the leader of the movement in Durban, 
called on us to create "a South African 
Cooperative Commonwealth." 

Fair words, these-what do they 
mean in practice when applied to the 
racial-caste society of South Africa? 
What do they mean for the Non- 
European sections of the population? 

Considered from this angle, it is not 
reassuring that Mr. Sullivan, in his 
opening essay contributed to the 
elegantly printed Social Security Book, 
restricts his appeal for racial co- 
operation to the two white races. 

It is not reassuring that the social 
security code, proposed at Durban, is 
divided according to racial groups in 
a wider sense, viz. Europeans, Col- 
oureds, Asiatics, Africans. 

It is not reassuring that the range 
of the proposed benefits is graded 
steeply downwards from a maximum 
for Europeans to a minimum for 
Africans, as if insecurity, poverty, ill- 
health, etc., were at their greatest 

among Europeans and at their lowest 
among Africans! 

* J. P. Cope of South Africa writes in 
the Nation 

The present government in South 
Africa is a coalition made up of the 
United Party, led by General Smuts, 
the Labor Party, and the Dominion 
Party. The United Party is the strong- 
est political group in the Union and 
has eleven out of the thirteen members 
of the Cabinet. The Labor and Do- 
minion parties have one minister each. 
Labor has never recovered from the 
decline which began in 1924 when the 
party entered a pact with the Nation- 
alists under General Hertzog, and it is 
now a political force of little conse- 
quence or future. With the present 
wave of sympathy toward socialism 
induced by the war, it has made 
strenuous efforts to regain lost ground. 
To some extent it has succeeded. But 
the party has failed to adopt a realistic 
policy toward the black natives and 
clings stubbornly to the color bar. 
After the war the native question will 
undoubtedly become the greatest po- 
litical issue in South Africa, and 
Labor will miss the bus unless its 
present platform is changed in radical 
and wholly unlikely directions. 
Opposed to the United Party is the 

Nationalist Anti-War Party, the Pro- 
German New Order and the Afrikaner 
Party whose leader was the late General 
Hertzog. Another faction, sprung from 
a secret society, is the Ossewa Brand- 
wag. This faction started as a cultural 
movement has become a movement of 
young radicals with troops and secret 
drilling. All these anti-government 
parties want a republic independent of 
Great Britain 

They are prepared to admit to the 
privilege of citizenship only members 
of the Afrikanervolk. All other white 
South Africans would be tolerated 
merely as aliens, while immigration 
from abroad would be virtually 
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banned, particularly in the case of 
Jews. They are united in their attitude 
toward the 8,000,000 non-Europeans 
(natives), who are to be kept in their 
place-politically powerless, socially 
segregated, economically restricted to 
unskilled work and low wages. 
The United Party at present is far 

from secure. It is divided into liberals 
led by Jan Hofmeyr, and the conserva- 
tives. Liberals want to work for the 
emancipation of eight million non- 
Europeans and economic reform. The 
conservatives are afraid of socialism 
and were pro-Chamberlain appeasers. 
The Labor Party is on the verge of re- 
volt and it is difficult to see what is 
going to take place after the war. This 
is the fruit of fighting democracy with 
the aid of organized race hate. 
* The book South of the Congo by 

Selwyn James declares 
That the blacks are not inferior to the 

whites, and that great deeds could be 
performed by introducing reforms. 
The natives' standards must be saved 
from the ravages of tropical diseases 
and of ignorance. The colonizing 
powers' objective must be to train the 
blacks for self-government. 

AMERICAN INDIANS 
* John Collier, Commissioner of In- 

dian Affairs, declares that the American 
Indian 

Is a fast increasing race in the 
United States and in the Western 
Hemisphere as a whole. The 350,397 
Indians in this country represent an 
increase of 34 per cent over the figures 
of 1890. Of this number 153,993 are 
fullbloods. Furthermore, Mr. Collier 
writes, such tribes as the Dakotas and 
Cherokees are more numerous today 
than when the white man first en- 
croached upon their territory. Mr. 
Collier's findings are included in a 
symposium by sixteen other authori- 
ties on Indian life that has been edited 

by Oliver La Farge. 
This book is published by the Uni- 

versity of Oklahoma. Commonweal pub. 
lishes an article by John J. Honigmann 
which treats our attitude toward the 
Indian 

In 1869 began the traditional Amer- 
ican Indian policy of assimilation. The 
idea was to educate the Indian, pre- 
pare him for citizenship and remove 
the differences between him and the 
whites. Certain of these differences 
could be removed only by inter- 
marriage which would gradually soften 
the distinctive bodily characteristics 
of Indian stock. Other, and still im- 
portant differences, were cultural. The 
Indian did things differently from the 
whites; he spoke a different language, 
he dressed differently, prayed to dif- 
ferent gods and thought differently. 
These cultural differences became the 
object of the assimilation processes. 
The Indian's old mobile life of hunt- 
ing and warfare was altered for a 
sedentary existence which largely re- 
sulted in the Indian doing nothing, 
since he did not readily take up the 
agricultural techniques of the dom- 
inant culture. The disappearance of 
hunting animals forcibly brought 
about a change of diet. 

The concomitant of these changes 
was a period of a highly mounting 
death rate. Although in time adapta- 
tion to the new form of life was 
achieved on a rather low level in many 
tribes, thus checking the death rate, 
the Indian has just barely survived as 
a distinct culture. In some respects 
his value as a good human being was 
also reduced.... 

It was very clear that we realized 
the error of this pattern of adminis- 
tration when, in 1933, American gov- 
ernment turned to a different policy 
of administration, one that saw the 
value of nativistic cults which earlier 
administrators had tried to stamp out. 
Under John Collier a new faith in the 
worthwhileness of the cultural auton- 
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omy of our primitive groups was born. 
The present policy of the United 
States Indian Service is to preserve 
the Indian as a culture, because in his 
cultural setting the Indian is also 
most apt to be'a good human being. 

The dynamic wholeness of culture 
and the unique value of cultural dif- 
ferences are two of the most impor- 
tant insights offered by anthropology. 
From anthropology the lesson comes 
restated: good human beings are not 
necessarily white, Aryan or European; 
good human beings come from well- 
integrated, living cultures. It is quite 
true that these cultures do not remain 
static, but they change from dynamics 
set up from within, hence which are 
more capable of solution by the mem- 
bers of the culture themselves. Forced 
changes are integrated with difficulty 
if at all. 

RACE IN TEXTBOOKS 
? A ten year program has been carried 

on by educational leaders representing 
Protestant, Catholic and Jews. The 
Reverend Dr. Willard Johnson, assist- 
ant to the president of the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews, has had 
charge of this program and declares that 
education for democracy has taken great 
forward strides. As reported in the New 
York Times 

A generation ago, Dr. Johnson 
added, the American high school, col- 
lege and church school textbooks in- 
cluded a considerable number of ideas 
conducive to intolerance. Pictures and 
texts, he said, often perpetuated the 
notions of the superiority of one race 
over another and gave biased inter- 
pretations of history and group rela- 
tions. 

While a few of these older books are 
still being used in certain sections of 
the country, Dr. Johnson declared, 
most of the offensive passages have 
been removed. Parallel with these de- 
velopments, he explained, the new 
textbooks are increasingly directing 

the attention of students to the true 
meaning of democracy, to the com- 
posite nature of the people of the 
United States, to the new findings of 
social scientists that all groups are 
natively equal and are inter-depend- 
ent, and to the building of apprecia- 
tion among culture groups. 

Anti-Catholic and anti-Semitic ref- 
erences are now virtually non-existent. 
However, Dr. Johnson admitted, anti- 
Negro bias is still present in some sec- 
tions of the country. Even there steady 
progress is being made. 

NEW DEAL 
* Recent efforts on the part of the ad- 

ministration to apply the New Deal to 
Negroes especially in the matter of war 
work, skilled labor and wages, have had 
extraordinary repercussions and may 
mark a critical change in political or- 
ganization and social attitudes in Amer- 
ica. First came the pressure tactics led 
by the man who organized the first effi- 
cient nation-wide labor union among 
Negroes. President Roosevelt in order 
to forestall dangerous mass action issued 
an order against discrimination in the 
incorporation of Negro workers into war 
work under federal contracts. Resent- 
ment on the part of employers, labor 
unions and especially the South was 
manifest, but the FEPC was organized 
and made considerable progress. Oppo- 
sition began to gather. First, in threats 
to cut down government appropriations 
in all cases where race relation depart- 
ments had been established, and finally 
in efforts to stop FEPC investigations. 

The President, to defend himself, 
transferred the FEPC to McNutt and the 
Manpower Commission. Southern con- 
gressmen threatened McNutt with loss 
of appropriations especially when the 
FEPC prepared to investigate the out- 
rageous discrimination against Negro 
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firemen and other Negro employees. 
McNutt preemptorily called off the 
scheduled hearings on these matters. The 
Negro redoubled his protest. Then the 
South leapt into the saddle. The gov- 
ernor of Alabama threatened to secede 
from the Democratic Party if the party 
insisted on Negro equality in economic 
opportunity. His decision was based on 
a number of unpublished reports col- 
lected by army officers in Alabama. They 
nearly all emphasized the increase of 
race friction. 
+ Thomas Sancton, managing-editor of 

the New Republic has written three 
papers from the South emphasizing his 
belief that race trouble is looming in the 
South. He finds a returning "tragic era" 
in western Tennessee with threat of race 
riot and notes 

The Negro has passed from the de- 
fensive to the offensive as a social 
group. The whites don't like it, and 
their counter-offensive is under way. 
It is happening throughout the coun- 
try, in fact throughout the world, and 
the phenomena of race relations one 
observes in a small Southern city are 
made of the same stuff as the Tory 
crisis in India. In the South a strong 
sense of spiritual and economic inde- 
pendence has been sweeping through' 
the Negroes for the first time since 
Reconstruction. This time it is the 
real thing. It is a feeling which has 
sprung out of the Negro race itself; 
this time they are prepared for it and 
this time the white man can't stamp 
it down as he did after Reconstruc- 
tion, or not so easily. This time the 
white man must make some intelligent 
and courageous adjustment in the 
Negro's behalf; or he must be pre- 
pared, at a greater social cost, to sink 
to levels of brute force in confronting 
the Negro. It is brute force, rather 
than adjustment, toward which the 
South right now is drifting. And this 
element of blind drift is the most dan- 

gerous part of the crisis. For the real 
crisis is yet to come-when the boys 
come marching home. 

Speaking of Governor Dixon of Ala- 
bama and Governor Jones of Louisiana, 
Sancton says 

This spectacle of Yankee capitalists 
secretly waving "the bloody shirt," 
the symbol with which the Reconstruc- 
tion South cursed their fathers, is a 
bitter one. It is an example of how 
varied and thorough the gathering 
reactionary attack on the New Deal 
will be. 

At all events, the New Deal in the 
South is dead. And this is where the 
New Deal helped the most. There are 
millions of white and black men in 
the South, and their children, on 
blighted farms and in the slums, who 
lived a more bearable life because of 
what the Roosevelt administration 
made possible. But these are the poor 
and the ignorant, and their race hate, 
kept alive for years just as Dixon and 
the Alabama capitalists are keeping it 
alive now, makes them vulnerable. Of 
these millions of people whom the 
New Deal aided, the Negroes cannot 
vote; most of the whites who can, have 
been poisoned by the propaganda of 
the reactionaries into a belief that the 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt are try- 
ing to wipe out all racial barriers 
under the war emergency; the Dixons 
are now in the saddle; they seem to be 
able to foster on the disfranchised 
masses anything they want to; and 
once more in the South's sad history, 
just as in the Agrarian-Populist move- 
ment in the 1890's, the people's ene- 
mies have taken over a people's move- 
ment. Once more the white man's fear 
of the Negro has made it possible. It 
is no mystery why the South's con- 
gressmen, elected by a small and 
privileged proportion of its popula- 
tion, fight so hard to defeat an anti- 
poll tax bill; and it is no mystery, 
come to think of it, why reactionary 
Northern members, their blood broth- 
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ers, by one subterfuge and another 
let them get away with it. 

* Now comes Governor Jones of Louis- 
iana, the "reform" successor of Huey 
Long, with a broader threat of "seces- 
sion." He alludes to the FEPC and calls 
it a demand for "social equality" and 
then passing from that accuses the Demo- 
cratic Party of discriminating against 
the South, especially in the matter of 
freight rates! He interprets Roosevelt's 
phrase designating the South as the na- 
tion's "Number One Economic Problem" 
as referring not to poor black and white 
tenants and illiteracy, but to the unfor- 
tunate capitalists who are not able to 
make the profit they are entitled to by 
their own industrial activity. What he 
is against is not simply the "social 
equality" of Negroes or the economic 
rehabilitation of the poor in the South, 
but all of the efforts of the New Deal to 
favor labor, to attack monopoly and to 
readjust the industrial organization in 
the United States. He calls upon the 
West by name and on organized capital 
in fact to join the reactionary South in 
a fight upon all post-war effort of the 
New Deal and its followers to reorganize 
industry. This may result in a revolt of 
large proportions. Conservative insti- 
tutions like the Atlanta Constitution are 
much impressed, and it looks as though 
the liberal North is going to come face 
to face with a new question of its atti- 
tude toward the South. Just as in the 
slavery controversy, the South is begin- 
ning to threaten; just as in those days, 
the South had exaggerated political 
power based on the non-voting black 
population, so today its political power 
is tremendously exaggerated by the dis- 
franchisement of the white and black 
poor. The power of the South in Con- 
gress over committees and through the 

newly reorganized steering committee is 
growing. If the New Deal is going to be 
saved, not only must the FEPC be de- 
fended but also the TVA, the REA, the 
necessary post-war successor to the 
WPA, and the whole effort of this na- 
tion to free itself from monopoly. 
AMERICAN NEGRO LEADERSHIP 
* Some extraordinary things are taking 

place within the Negro group. Oswald 
Garrison Willard says in the Christian 
Century 

There is no doubt whatever that 
greater progress has been made in the 
last ten months by the Negro than in 
any previous ten years. 

Yet this is not due to any benign 
influence arising out of the process of 
destroying Germans and Japanese. 

It is due solely to the fact that the 
Negroes have developed a fighting 
leadership, and that they have been 
extremely articulate and have utilized 
political pressure. 
This has been illustrated by the re- 

markable way in which a deliberate at- 
tempt to smear American Negroes was 
made by various journals. The Saturday 
Review of Literature and the Readers 
Digest published simultaneously a mani. 
festly unfair attack upon the Negro 
press written by a colored man. A few 
years ago this would have gone prac- 
tically unanswered; partly because of 
the lack of informed writers among col- 
ored people and partly because of the 
indifference of white journals. But this 
particular article has been answered and 
remarkably answered. Roi Ottley pub- 
lished an impressive article in the spring 
number of Common Ground. V. V. Oak 
was given place for a leading article in 
the Saturday Review of Literature itself, 
and throughout the weekly and daily 
press a barrage of articles answered 
every point that the Readers Digest had 
originally made. 
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