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A Chronicle of Race 
Relations 

By W. E. B. DU BOIIS 

"When the souls of the oppressed 
Fight in the troubled air that rages, who 
can stand?" -William Blake. 

LEADING VOICES 
*At the meeting of the presidents of 
Mexico and the United States at Monter- 
rey, Mexico, April 20, 1943, President 
Camacho said 

Our countries do not wish for a 
mere strategic truce obtained simply 
so that the world may again tomorrow 
fall into the same old faults of ambi- 
tion, of imperialism, of iniquity and 
of sordid privilege .... 

We desire to live together free of 
the perpetual threats which derive 
from those who seek supremacy. 
President Roosevelt replied 

We recognize a mutual interdepend- 
ence of our joint resources. We know 
that Mexico's resources will be de- 
veloped for the common good of 
humanity. We know that the day of 
the exploitation of the resources and 
the people of one country for the 
benefit of any group in another coun- 
try is definitely over. 
These are striking and epoch-making 

statements. We can only hope that 
President Roosevelt thought of Asia and 
Africa as well as Mexico. 

*The one official in the United States 
who seems to rise to complete grasp of 
the racial and economic implications of 
this war is Vice-President Wallace. Al- 
ready his frank statements have made 
his accession to the presidency prac- 
tically impossible but they have made 
him an historic figure. On his South 

American trip he said in Ecuador, 
April 19 

If this sacrifice of blood and strength 
again brings a concentration of riches 
in the hands of a few-great fortunes 
for the privileged and misery and pov- 
erty for the people in general-then 
democracy will have failed and all this 
sacrifice will have been in vain. 

This war is one against social in- 
justice and against illiteracy, against 
everything which fails to respect hu- 
man dignity and the rights of man. 

At the Conference on the Christian 
Basis of the World Order he added 

After this war is over the democratic 
capitalistic nations will need to prove 
that they are supremely interested in 
full employment and full utilization of 
natural resources. They will need to 
demonstrate that the consuming power 
of their people can be made to equal 
their productive power. The right to 
work at a regular job and for a decent 
wage is essential to the true dignity of 
man.... 

If they do not furnish full employ- 
ment, communistic propaganda of this 
kind is inevitable and there is nothing 
which the Russian Government or our 
government or any other government 
can do to stop it. 
Speaking at the American day exer- 

cises in New York, the Vice-President 
said 

In every country I visited are mil- 
lions of Americans wholeheartedly at 
work in the service of the common 
cause. I think of the Bolivian tin 
miners working in some of the highest 
mines in the world, 14,000 feet above 
the sea. Their wages are pitiably low 
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according to standards in this coun- 
try. I think of the Bolivian Indians 
toiling on their farms. By comparison 
with them, the miners are well off. I 
say the Bolivian tin miners and the 
Bolivian farmers, even though they 
may be of Indian blood and may 
speak only Quechua or Aymara, are 
Americans, that they are doing their 
part to win the war, and that we 
should not forget them when peace 
comes.... 

We English-speaking Americans are 
only half the Americans of the New 
World. The other half, whether they 
speak Spanish, Portuguese, or French, 
whether they speak Quechua, Aymara, 
Guarani, Azteca, Mayan, Tarascan, 
or any other Indian tongue-which- 
ever they speak, they are all good 
Americans, too. Many of them have 
a longer and prouder lineage than 
you or I. . , 

When the victory is won another 
opportunity will open up before the 
people of the Western Hemisphere. 
Then it is that our ideals of democracy 
and peace and tolerance and good 
neighborliness can be an example, an 
inspiration to the people overseas. 
We have faith that some day these 
ideals will become the guiding stars 
of nations everywhere on this globe. 
Then, and then only, can we be sure 
that the sacrifices of today have not 
been made in vain. Today we say 
with pride and humility that we are 
Americans, knowing in our hearts that 
Americanism in its deepest meaning 
stands for the freedom and the wel- 
fare and the brotherhood of the plain 
people of the world, wherever they 
may be. 

*Pearl Buck for her courage and clarity 
of thought deserves to be bracketed with 
the President and Vice-President in the 

philosophy of this war. She has written 
two letters: one to white people and one 
to colored people which have been re- 
produced in Left, an English periodical. 

To the white people she says 
Our democracy does not allow for 

the present division between a white 
ruler race and a subject coloured race, 
and we ought to make up our minds 
as to what we want and then move to 
accomplish it. If the United States is 
to include subject and ruler peoples, 
then let us be honest about it and 
change the Constitution and make it 
plain that Negroes cannot share the 
privileges of the white people. True, 
we would then be totalitarian rather 
than democratic; but if that is what 
we want, let us say so and let us tell 
the Negro so. Then the white Amer- 
icans will be relieved of the necessity 
of hypocrisy and the coloured people 
will know where they are. They might 
even settle down into a docile subject 
race, so long as we are able to keep 
the weapons of rebellion from them- 
and these include education. 
Turning to the colored people she 

says 
For the coloured American stands 

today as a symbol, not merely for his 
own race in one country, but for the 
hundreds of millions of other men and 
women, coloured and white, who are 
waiting for freedom and for the life 
which democracy promises. 

I know that there are those among 
you who in natural bitterness think, 
if they do not say, that it might be 
as well if Japan should win this war 
so that the white man would be forced 
out of the land of the coloured people. 
But this is to misunderstand the funda- 
mental meaning of this war. 

It is true that white people say they 
believe in freedom and still do not go 
on to make everybody free, and yet 
the real issue in this war is a single 
one-it is a war between the democ- 
racies who admit the principle that 
men and women should think and 
speak and work in freedom and the 
Axis rulers who deny freedom even 
as a principle .... 

You have a peculiar responsibility 
to that world, a responsibility to think 
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in terms of the whole human race, to 
think of freedom in the largest possi- 
ble sense, and to consider the most 
likely means by which freedom may 
be established as a common human 
principle. 

I do not excuse in any way those in- 
justices and those cruelties which you 
have borne. There is no excuse for 
them. You must neither forget nor 
forgive them, but rather remember 
them, so that this remembrance, like 
the bread and wine, may fill you with 
fresh courage and new resolve. 

*On the other hand, Prime Minister 
Churchill belonging through his office 
in the class of leaders, struck a discord- 
ant note in his speech to the United 
States Congress May 19 

One after another in swift succes- 
sion very heavy misfortunes fell upon 
us and upon our allies, the Dutch, in 
the Pacific theatre. The Japanese have 
seized the lands and islands they so 
greedily coveted. The Philippines are 
enslaved; the lustrous, luxuriant re- 
gions of the Dutch East Indies have 
been overrun; in the Malay Peninsula 
and at Singapore we ourselves suffered 
the greatest military disaster, or at 
any rate the largest military disaster, 
in British history. 

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, all this 
has to be retrieved. And all this and 
much else has to be repaid. 
"The earth is the Lord's" but Great 

Britain's is "the fullness thereof!" 

COLONIES 

*The OWI and the Associated Press 
have said very little about the participa- 
tion of black soldiers in this war. But 
here and there facts emerge. In official 
Belgian propaganda, for instance, it is 
said 

The Belgian Colonial Army, well- 
equipped and modernized, took an 
important part in the conquest of 

Ethiopia. It captured the towns of 
Asosa and Gambela and cleared the 
entire Galla Sidamo region, taking 
about 15,000 prisoners, among whom 
were four Italian generals. 

Hanson W. Baldwin writing for the 
New York Times, says that of the 790,000 
French fighting in Africa and the Near 
East 

a large number, probably the ma- 
jority, of both General Giraud's and 
General de Gaulle's forces are native 
or colonial troops. .. 

French Africa has long been a con- 
siderable reservoir of manpower, and, 
equipped with modern weapons and 
thoroughly trained in their use, the 
Senegalese, Goumiers, Zouaves, Ti- 
railleurs, Spahis and other picturesque 
African soldiers make excellent troops. 
Indeed, the French contribution to 
the Tunisian victory has been a major 
one .. . 

General Leclerc's forces are special 
motorized desert troops - a light 
mechanized division, about half the 
men colonials from Lake Chad, greatly 
reinforced by metropolitan French 
forces. The Leclerc force played a 
perhaps decisive role in the prefatory 
stage of the Mareth-El Hamma battle 
when it seized and clung to, despite 
fierce enemy attacks, a dominating 
terrain feature. Because this height 
remained in Allied hands the envelop- 
ing march of the New Zealand corps 
toward El Hamma was made possible. 

The Fighting French troops of Gen- 
erals Koenig and de Larminat, who par- 
ticipated for 1,300 miles in the pursuit 
of Nazi Field Marshal General Erwin 
Rommel, also played courageous roles 
in North Africa, under the emblem of 
the Cross of Lorraine. Others of Gen- 
eral de Gaulle's men garrison Lebanon, 
Syria, French Equatorial Africa and 
many of the French island possessions. 
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*For what are these black men fight- 
ing? English public opinion does not in 
all cases see eye to eye with Prime Min- 
ister Churchill. The London Times, once 
the greatest newspaper on earth and still 
a power, said in November, 1942 

To deprecate the "liquidation" of 
the British Empire is surely a false 
approach. The pride and achievement 
of the modern British Empire are that 
it has become in a certain sense a self- 
liquidating concern, dissolving itself 
by an orderly process into a common- 
wealth of peoples united by a common 
ideal of partnership in freedom. Brit- 
ish Colonial policy, as conceived by 
the majority of British people to-day 
both in Great Britain and in the Do- 
minions, can only be a continuation 
of this process. Its aims can be de- 
fined in terms not of "have and hold," 
but of the Atlantic Charter and the 
"four freedoms." Its methods may 
sometimes have been mistaken. The 
difficulties and dangers of accelerat- 
ing the process may sometimes have 
been exaggerated in Whitehall or 
Westminster as much as they have 
been underestimated elsewhere. But 
Great Britain has never lacked a de- 
voted body of Colonial administra- 
tors, of anthropologists and other 
specialists in the study of Colonial 
conditions, and of ardent pioneers of 
Colonial reform and of the welfare 
of Native peoples. That the execution 
of policy has often lagged behind its 
highest aims, and that vested interests 
or racial prejudices have hampered 
the realization of professed ideals, are 
as true in this as in other fields of 
government. But the reinforcement 
of American interest in Colonial prob- 
lems, so freely displayed in the past 
through the generosity of American 
philanthropic foundations, will be an 
encouragement to all in this country 
who are seeking to grasp the oppor- 
tunities that the war has offered for a 
fresh and rapid advance towards 
wider political freedom and enhanced 

economic well-being for the Colonial 
peoples. 
Harold Nicolson emphasized in the 

Spectator, 1942, a change in British 
thought 

I can recall how at school we were 
taught to take a personal pride in the 
large areas of red which enlivened the 
surface of the globe. It was the age 
in which a young and ambitious poli- 
tician could, without fear of ridicule or 
contradiction write as Curzon wrote: 
"No Englishman can land at Hong 
Kong without feeling a thrill of pride 
for his nationality. Here is the fur- 
thermost link in the chain of fortresses 
which, from Spain to China, girdles 
half the globe. ... The sight of the 
successive metropolises of England 
and the British Empire in foreign 
parts is one of the proudest experi- 
ences of foreign travel." No English- 
man, unless he actually desired to be 
provocative, could write such a sen- 
tence to-day. How is one to account 
for this reversion of a point of view? 
The increase of humanitarianism has, 
of course, deprived us of the pleasure 
our forefathers derived from the 
thought that many thousand savages 
had been slaughtered by the Maxim 
gun. The decline in missionary 
fervour has mitigated satisfaction at 
the thought that more heathen could 
now be converted. The South African 
War left people of my generation with 
a conscience so tender as to remain 
sore in spite of its results. This ten- 
derness has since then deliberately 
been inflamed by anti-British propa- 
ganda. And the exaggerated impu- 
tation of "economic imperialism" has 
induced many to regard our coloniz- 
ing mission with a cynical eye. 

*Harold McMillian, formerly British- 
Under-Secretary of State for the Col- 
onies, said in the House of Commons in 
June, 1942 

The conception of Empire has passed 
through many different stages. The 
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explorer and the trader, sometimes, 
alas, the slave trader, have gone hand 
in hand. Then the phase has changed. 
The missionary, the trader, and the 
settler, and then the chartered com- 
pany have been the pioneers. The 
responsibilities of government, ever 
growing, can no longer be sustained 
by chartered companies. Government 
assumes them. By degrees the con- 
ception of development has become 
one of development in the paramount 
interests of the people of the many 
widely differing territories which go 
to make up the whole. All these di- 
vergent interests have to be recon- 
ciled. The indigenous population, 
alongside them the administrator, the 
missionary, the trader, the planter, the 
settler, and the immigrant population 
from other territories, all these vary- 
ing elements must be welded together 
into a coherent whole. The Govern- 
ment's principle for the colonial Em- 
pire should therefore be the principle 
of partnership between the various 
elements composing it. According to 
different needs and different condi- 
tions there will be the greatest diverg- 
ence of local responsibility, but, how- 
ever far this may be developed, there 
are broad imperial problems which 
only admit of corporate resolution. 

*Lord Hailey, who since his editorship 
of African Survey has been regarded as 
something of an authority, has taken 
note of the demand for another post-war 
Mandates Commission in the form of 
international control of dependencies. 
These proposals he says 

take two forms:-first, the more com- 
plete form, in which the sovereignty 
now exercised by a controlling Power 
passes to an international body, 
charged with full legislative and ad- 
ministrative authority over a colony; 
and second, the form in which the 
controlling Power accepts the super- 
vision of a body charged with safe- 
guarding its performance of certain 

mandatory obligations. 
There has been, for many years, a 

section of opinion in Great Britain 
which has been in favour of the adop- 
tion of one or another of these sys- 
tems. It received a considerable ac- 
cession of strength during the course 
of the discussions arising from the 
claim made by Germany for the resti- 
tution of her colonies. The movement 
has lately had a prominent place in 
proposals made in America for deal- 
ing with the colonial question. But it 
is important to be clear as to the 
grounds on which it has been argued 
there. The support for it is not, I 
think, based mainly on a conviction 
of the virtues of the system of inter- 
national control. It proceeds mainly 
from the American outlook on the 
principle of trusteeship. Our own 
conception of trusteeship has pointed 
chiefly to the protection of the Native 
from the abuse of authority or from 
exploitation-and let me say that I 
believe this has been a genuine senti- 
ment, which has had a real influence 
on colonial policy. 

American opinion tends rather to 
emphasize the accountability of the 
trustee to some authority other than 
his own conscience or discretion. Is 
the colonial Power, they ask, to be the 
sole judge whether a people is yet fit 
for self-government? Is it to be the 
sole judge whether its economic policy 
is conceived in the best interest of the 
colonial people, and of the world at 
large? The support given to the prin- 
ciple of international control is largely 
based on the belief that it affords the 
only practical means by which this re- 
quirement can be satisfied. Its advo- 
cates would urge, again, that it is the 
only method of securing that a colonial 
Power does not exercise its control in 
order to secure undue economic ad- 
vantages for itself at the expense of 
the inhabitants or of other nations. 

However, Lord Hailey makes a much 
more searching suggestion as to colonial 
needs in a statement concerning post- 
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war economic policy 
It is generally agreed that one of 

the main objectives of post-war recon- 
struction must be to redress the in- 
equality which primary producers 
have hitherto suffered in the world's 
markets, vis-a-vis the producers of 
manufactured goods. If that is essen- 
tial on economic grounds, in order to 
expand the market available to the 
world's industries, it is on social 
grounds of the highest importance to 
the colonies, if we are to improve their 
standard of living, and to find new 
sources from which to finance the ex- 
pansion of their social services. It 
can, however, be achieved in full only 
by some measure of international 
agreement, since no colonial Power 
can by its own action succeed in in- 
creasing the price realised by those 
products of its dependencies of which 
the volume exceeds its own require- 
ments. But there are means within 
its reach by which it can at all events 
secure for the primary producers a 
larger share in the price paid for their 
products. The most obvious measures 
are the State organisation of market- 
ing, the elimination of uneconomic 
middlemen interests by co-operative 
selling, and the improvement of trans- 
port facilities. The influence of the 
laissez-faire tradition of an earlier 
generation has been strongly felt in 
colonial economics, and in some areas 
-as notably in West Africa--it has 
been reinforced by consideration for 
the interests of the European trading 
corporations exercising a strong hold 
over both the import and export 
markets. But if our primary concern 
is to be the improvement of colonial 
standards of living, some of our older 
conceptions regarding the proper field 
for the exercise of State intervention 
in economic matters must be revised; 
we cannot, as has justly been said, 
meet the demands of the twentieth 
century by applying the theories of 
the nineteenth. 

*Margery Perham, an intelligent stu- 

dent of Africa, recently said in a British 
broadcast on colonial problems in 
Africa as reported in West Africa 

What sort of self-government is 
going to fit all these different people? 

We have imposed unified govern- 
ment upon them from above. Now, 
we must work from the bottom up, 
turning clans into district councils, 
and tribes into county councils. Then 
we must help them to group and fed- 
erate-train their loyalties not only 
upwards to us, but outwards into a 
network of ties with neighbours who 
were yesterday's enemies-encourage 
the emergence of leaders who rise 
above tribes and regions, with wider 
visions of nationality. There are such 
leaders already on our central coun- 
cils, but we need more of them. 

And here is another of our great 
coming problems. These young edu- 
cated men want self-government to- 
morrow. They cannot wait. They 
will not recognize the backwardness 
of the vast majority of their people. 
I have often argued with them-they 
listen with their heads but, in their 
hearts, they resent their dependence 
upon foreign rulers, however well- 
intentioned. That is human and natu- 
ral and young. But it is none the less 
a problem. It is an intensely difficult 
job to transform autocratic power 
gradually towards self-government. 

It will take all our sympathy and 
knowledge if this difficult change-over 
is to be carried through without the 
usual wasteful friction and misunder- 
standing. Then there is something else, 
something it has taken us about a 
century to learn in Britain. Political 
freedom is a very hollow prize if, 
alongside with it, you have economic 
chaos or economic subjection or eco- 
nomic oligarchy. 

We have mostly agreed in Britain 
that we have to reorganize our eco- 
nomic life and accept the necessity 
for more State control and more plan- 
ning. How much more then in the 
Colonies! There people are more help- 
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less-less organized. Great European 
mining and plantation companies have 
erected their huge edifices of produc- 
tion in the bush, almost overnight, 
and sucked thousands of simple tribes- 
men into their labour lines. We want 
capital and development in the Col- 
onies. Much more of it! But we have 
got to learn how to control it in the 
interests of people who cannot yet 
know or say what it is doing to 
them. ... 

The Colonial peoples themselves are 
reaching forward to more political 
rights. It is no cant phrase, but plain 
realism to say that we have to shift 
the basis of our empire from power to 
service. And we have to change it 
from a distant, half-forgotten affair 
that we leave to professionals, to offi- 
cials. It must become more and more 
a direct contact between them and us, 
between the whole of their community 
life and ours. They want almost 
everything we have to give, if we give 
it in the right spirit. Whether it is 
parliamentary or local government, 
trade union organization, universities 
or rural colleges, cooperative systems, 
penal reform-they want to know 
what we have, and adapt it to their 
special needs. 

You cannot leave this to officials, 
not even the best officials. (And ours 
are good and never better than in the 
past few years.) You cannot, be- 
cause unless we take an interest, un- 
less we let them share in the new life 
that is running through Britain under 
the iron surface of war, like a river 
under the ice, our Colonial Empire 
will go stale and dead. Yet-and this 
is our most immediate problem-how 
are ordinary men and women going to 
understand these widespread and ever- 
changing Colonies? It is a very real 
difficulty. I am not going to give 
some easy answer to it. There are a 
dozen ways of tackling it. 

Here is just one! People cannot be 
made interested in other people by all 
the speeches in the world, or by les- 
sons and books. They have got to see 

each other, speak, shake hands. 
Obviously that is not easy. But it is 
not impossible. Let us decide-and 
if we really wanted to, we could do 
it-to have after the war a Colonial 
fortnight or month if you like. We 
shall invite delegations from all the 
Colonies to come and visit us. Chiefs 
and educated men and women too, 
some who can talk English and some 
who cannot, some who like to wear 
their national dress and others who 
wear European clothes, several hun- 
dreds of them. We shall be their hosts. 

*The British Labor Party laid down 
in its 1942 conference, the following 
principles for incorporating colonials 
into the British Commonwealth 

(1) All persons who are citizens of 
the Colonial Commonwealth should be 
considered to possess and be allowed 
to enjoy equality of political, eco- 
nomic, and social rights in the same 
way as the citizens of Great Britain. 

(2) The status of Colony should be 
abolished and there should be sub- 
stituted for this that of States, named 
according to the country in which they 
are situated and having an equal 
status with the other nations of the 
Commonwealth. 

(3) In all colonial areas there 
should be organised a system of demo- 
cratic government, using the forms of 
indigenous institutions in order to en- 
able the mass of the people to enter 
upon self-government by the modifica- 
tion of existing forms of colonial ad- 
ministration in conformity with these 
principles. 

(4) In all colonial areas, in Africa 
and elsewhere, where the primitive 
systems of communal land tenure ex- 
ist, these systems should be main- 
tained and land should be declared 
inalienable by private sale or pur- 
chase. All natural resources should 
be declared public property and be 
developed under public ownership. 
In the International Review of Mis- 

sions Dr. William Paton says 
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Africa can hardly be subsumed 
under such categories as "national- 
ism," for what is growing up there is 
a racial rather than a national con- 
sciousness. But alongside of that 
growing African feeling, so power- 
fully stimulated by African participa- 
tion in the war, is the awareness on 
the part of colonial powers, and of 
non-colonial powers that watch them, 
of the absolute necessity of giving to 
the development of the resources of 
Africa and to the welfare of her people 
a new measure of energy and imagina- 
tion, coupled with a clear policy that 
will lead towards self-government. 

*It must be remembered that the Eng- 
lish government has taken certain steps 
to finance colonial development. This 
is not pure philanthropy. It is handing 
back to the colonies a small part of the 
huge profit which private investors have 
taken out of the colonies under govern- 
ment protection. An act of 1940 for as- 
sistance to colonial administrations, pro- 
vides twenty million dollars a year for 

improving economic and social condi- 
tions and two million a year for colonial 
research. From October 1, 1940 to June 
30, 1943, grants of a million dollars 
have been made for devel6pment and 
welfare. Under these appropriations 
Jamaica banana growers have been sub- 
sidized and growers of cocoa, oil seeds 
and vegetable oils on the West Coast of 
Africa have received aid in marketing 
and exporting. 

*The International Labor Review notes 
a tendency towards the co-ordina- 
tion of production between the Allied 
dependencies in Africa. In 1941 ar- 
rangements were made for the pur- 
chase by the British Government of 
the whole of the cocoa crop of the 
Cameroons under French mandate. 
An agreement of March 1942 provided 

for the purchase from French Equa- 
torial Africa of the whole of the crops 
of palm oil, palm kernels, ground 
nuts, and benniseed, and of cotton up 
to 20,000 tons. In September 1942 it 
was decided that the Fighting French 
dependencies of Africa would be as- 
sociated with the West African Pro- 
duce Control Board set up by the 
British Government. The Belgian 
Congo has had to make many adapta- 
tions in its trade to meet the loss of 
Belgium, which in 1938 supplied 48 
per cent by value of the colony's im- 
ports, and the war with Japan, from 
which imports in 1941 amounted to 
over 400,000 pounds sterling and to 
which cotton was being exported in 
large quantities. Purchase and finan- 
cial agreements reached with Great 
Britain in January 1941 laid the basis 
of the Congo's productive aid to the 
Allied war effort, leading in par- 
ticular to the supply of large amounts 
of copper and to appreciable contri- 
butions of palm oil, palm kernels, 
and cotton. Trade was also developed 
with the Union of South Africa. 
In England, Colonel Elliot emphasized 

in the London Times 
that the non-industrialized world is 
about to join in the industrial revo- 
lution, wisely or unwisely. This means 
acquisition of industrial goods by 
countries able to pay for them only 
with agricultural goods which, the 
world has begun to find out, are more 
than enough. The United States is 
not going to absorb Argentine beef. 
"The West Coast of Africa would be 
glad enough to do so; but it has not 
got the refrigerating machinery, the 
rolling stock or, indeed, the pots and 
pans, knives and forks, to tackle the 
job; nor does Argentina want the 
necessary quantities of groundnuts, 
palm oil or cocoa in return." 

The Balkan States (and surely one 
might add many of the American 
Latin republics?) present fairly anal- 
ogous conditions. Therefore much of 
agricultural mankind will flock to 
towns and industrialization. "This is 
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Asia moving; this will be Africa 
moving." 

ENGLISH THEORY AND PRACTICE 
*It irks many Englishmen and their 
American friends that the goodwill ex- 
pressed by leading thinkers toward na- 
tives does not seem always to be appre- 
ciated. One reason for this is illustrated 
by a recent occurrence in England. The 
League for Coloured People complained 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
that well-trained African physicians 
were not employed in the African serv- 
ice. Colonel Stanley replied 

I must ask you to believe that, in 
dealing with this subject, the Colonial 
Office has been and is actuated by a 
genuine desire to abolish racial dis- 
crimination in the public service, and 
to give Colonial people the utmost 
scope for employment. If we do not 
find the issue as simple as it perhaps 
appears to you, this is not due to a 
lack of goodwill or to any wish to 
introduce subtleties for their own 
sake. It is a matter of having to take 
into account certain hard facts. 

The first point to consider is: what 
is the objective of our arrangements? 
It is not, you will agree, primarily to 
provide employment for African doc- 
tors; but to provide medical services 
for the people. We want those serv- 
ices to be as efficient and as wide- 
spread as possible. In the past, the 
provision of medical services has de- 
pended principally on the recruitment 
of European doctors, since the African 
population could not itself produce 
the requisite supply of suitable people. 
But a writer in West Africa brings 

these facts to the attention of English- 
men 

About a year ago, there were nu- 
merous complimentary references in 
the Press to the remarkable achieve- 
ment of a British West African, Dr. 
K. A. Abayomi, of Lagos, in obtain- 

ing the highest diploma for ophthal- 
mological work, the D.O.M.S. This 
came to him after he had already 
gained the degrees and diplomas of 
M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M.&H., and F.R.S.A. 
The story had several features calcu- 
lated to appeal strongly to British 
people. The doctor is the architect of 
his own fortunes. Before attaining 
what, in view of the vast field for 
ophthalmological work which Nigeria 
like so many other tropical areas pre- 
sents, had become a deeply-cherished 
ambition, namely, the D.O.M.S., he 
held, as the above references show, 
degrees and diplomas establishing an 
unusual record, while his standing as 
a citizen had been recognized by his 
nomination to the Legislative Coun- 
cil. 

His post graduate work in London 
-at the Moorfields (Royal Eye) Hos- 
pital, I believe-had a result justify. 
ing all the difficulties which he had 
tackled. His achievement was unique. 
To no former African doctor or to 
any European doctor serving in a 
tropical country had fallen this dis- 
tinction. One manifestation of good 
will offered him must have been pe- 
culiarly gratifying, not only to him 
but to British Africans generally. The 
Rhodes Trust, becoming aware of the 
work he was doing, showed its appre- 
ciation in the shape of a special grant. 
I do not know the details, but no 
doubt it was substantial. Incidentally, 
it appeared that this was not the first 
occasion on which the Trust had thus 
encouraged Africans' scientific en- 
deavor; which was a good hearing. 
Also, on seeing in West Africa news 
of the doctor's success, an English- 
man, long associated with Nigeria in 
an unofficial capacity, wrote saying 
how glad he was to see a remarkable 
African mind divorcing itself from 
politics and devoting itself to the wel- 
fare of Africans in more pressing 
matters. 
When a center for medical work in 

Nigeria was set up in Lagos, the person 
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appointed over it was an European doc- 
tor from Malaya! West Africa says 

If qualifications such as those pos- 
sessed by Dr. Abayomi are insuffi- 
cient, even though the highest yet at- 
tained, should not non-European doc- 
tors be told what the qualifications 
are? Or advised not to waste their 
time on special qualifications? 

POST WAR PLANNING 
*Perhaps the most outrageous of the 
plans for the conquest of Japan has been 
published by Fortune. It includes the 
surrender of the Japanese navy, the dis- 
mantling of all naval bases and de- 
fensive works, the demobilization of all 
soldiers and sailors with confiscation of 
their arms and equipment; the surrender 
of all Japanese held territory on the con- 
tinent of Asia and in the Pacific islands; 
the occupation of at least six of the large 
Japanese cities by foreign troops, and 
the keeping of Japan disarmed for a 
long period-perhaps fifty years. 

On the other hand, William Henry 
Chamberlain declares that Japanese re- 
form must come from within and that 
our first step toward this would be 

to divest our war aims of any taint 
of racialism and imperialism. The sec- 
ond is to commit ourselves to some 
kind of Pacific Charter, based on the 
principles of political equality, under 
some scheme of agreed mutual secur- 
ity against aggression, and of maxi- 
mum equality of economic oppor- 
tunity, expressed in terms of trade 
facilities and access to raw materials, 
for all peoples living in this part of 
the world.... 

If I were a fifth columnist working 
in the interest of Japan's militarists I 
would certainly bend all my energies 
to promoting the idea that this is a 
war of color, of the white race against 
the yellow. It is the most effective 
propaganda card the Japanese rulers 
have at their disposal, both for their 

own people and for other Orientals. 
There is a formidable amount of 

dynamite in the potential antagonism 
of race and color. Whatever popular 
enthusiasm for this war (as distin- 
guished from stoical discipline) there 
may be among the Japanese people is 
traceable, I am convinced, to the vari- 
ous official and unofficial slights which 
the West has meted out to Japan in 
restrictions on immigration and trade 
and in slurring comments. ... 

The kind of propaganda that might 
be expected to yield results favorable 
to our cause in Japan would start out 
from the proposition of full national 
and racial equality. It would demand 
that Japan cease tyrannizing over other 
peoples; but it would not suggest, as 
a substitute, foreign domination over 
Japan. Far from proposing that Japan 
should be stripped of its means of 
national livelihood, realistic and in- 
telligent blueprinting for a new Pa- 
cific order would hold out to the 
Japanese the realistic prospect that 
the abandonment of militarist dreams 
of Asiatic or world domination would 
be accompanied by an increase in 
national wellbeing. 

The Fortune programme seems ad- 
mirably designed to promote the 
emergence of some Japanese Hitler 
and to keep the Far East in a state 
of turmoil and unrest for an in- 
definite period of time. 

*Commonweal, the Catholic monthly, 
tells of the experience of the Japanese 
in America 

They wanted cheap labor; laborious 
labor; docile labor. There were the 
Japanese, and so they got them. It 
started late in the eighties and con- 
tinued for about thirty years. There 
were never hosts of them, but they 
were welcome. "They started out 
working for less, and infuriated labor; 
they wound up working for more, and 
infuriated management." Because they 
followed with ideal precision all Ben 
Franklin's advice to young men who 

279 



PHYLON 

wanted to succeed in the world, they 
worked harder than we would work, 
and for less money. And they saved 
what little they earned until they 
themselves could buy a piece of Cali- 
fornia's fertility. 

Soon, just as Ben Franklin knew 
would happen, hard work and thrift 
bore fruit. Soon these people prac- 
tically controlled in California the 
crops that need a lot of manual work; 
tomatoes and peas and celery and let- 
tuce. They were also the middle men 
and the retailers and the canners. 
They largely became a substantial, 
self-respecting middle class; their sons 
were going to college, were becoming 
doctors (the good ones with white 
practices) and lawyers and profes- 
sors at universities. All of which must 
have been a thorn in the flesh for the 
native sons of the Golden West. What 
now of Caucasian superiority? . . . 

Then came the war. The American 
Legion and the Native Sons and (not 
officially, of course) the Associated 
Farmers could not let so happy an 
opportunity slip through their fingers. 

"Japs, Keep Moving!" . . . "ap, 
Don't Let the Sun Set on You in This 
Town!".. ."Jap Hunting License ... 
Open Season .. . No Bag Limit!" 

A few of them were beaten up. 
There were threats that more of them 
would be beaten up. What to do? Let 
them weather the storm, with the pro- 
tection open to them under law? Or 
appease the people who found the 
competition too stiff, who would like 
themselves to make a little money out 
of tomatoes and lettuce? Appease- 
ment won, and every man-jack of them 
(and woman-jack and child-jack) was 
herded off into the mountains and the 
desert and the far fastnesses of the 
West, where they were safe against 
race prejudice. There they still are, 
most of them. About 110,000 of them, 
of whom 70,000 are citizens, born 
here. 

What happened to their savings and 
their goods and their deep-ploughed 
fields? 

*The English periodical, Left, has this 
to say of post war planning 

The "democratic" bourgeoisie has 
recognised, after four months, that 
it is impossible to ignore completely 
the political and social problems of 
the Far Eastern War. To do so would 
only mean to deepen and extend the 
series of unbroken defeats. Therefore, 
realising the critical nature of the sit- 
uation, the United Nations have come 
forward with various "solutions" and 
"proposals" aimed at arousing the 
support and enthusiasm of the colonial 
masses. These propositions, consti- 
tuting an effort to come to terms with 
the native bourgeoisies of the respec- 
tive colonies, seek to create the illusion 
of a genuine transfer of power to the 
people, without arousing or stimulat- 
ing their independent action. All such 
plans, however, are either doomed in 
advance or-at best-will be accept- 
able to small and indecisive segments 
of the population. None offer the only 
acceptable proposal: liberation and 
self-determination now; an ending of 
imperialist exploitation to-day. 

The deterioration of United Nations 
prestige and of "white" influence in 
the Asiatic world has gone much fur- 
ther than the "democratic" leaders 
will admit. It is only necessary to cite 
the recent experience to prove this 
point. Let us take three examples, 
Malaya, Java and Burma, as evidence. 
(1) In Malaya the colonial population 
of Chinese, Tamil Indians and Ma- 
layans were oblivious to Allied propa- 
ganda and its appeals. All authorities 
admit they maintained a cool neu- 
trality (even the pro-Kuomintang Chi- 
nese) and lifted not a finger to help 
defender or invader. (2) In Java the 
attitude of the 45,000,000 Javanese 
appears to have been openly hostile to 
the "doughty Dutch," without be- 
coming overtly pro-Japanese. Refusal 
to obey orders, open contempt for the 
imperialist authorities, envelopment 
of the United Nations troops in an 
atmosphere of ill-concealed hostility, 
etc., such are the meagre reports of 
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the fleeing Dutch. (3) In Burma it 
must be recognised that anti-British 
feeling among the Burmese reached 
the stage of positive action, particu- 
larly among the masses of Rangoon 
and in the Irawaddy district, where 
the 1931 peasant insurrection was so 
cruelly crushed. A section of the 
Burmese people-deceived by dema- 
gogic Japanese propaganda; thirsting 
for revenge on their ancient torment- 
ors, the white imperialists; and under 
the influence of the historically back- 
ward Burmese nationalists- have 
openly sided with the invaders. The 
Japanese succeeded in organising in- 
dependent Burmese forces to fight by 
their side against the British, Indians 
and Chinese. Thus, the only action to 
date of the colonial masses, or a sec- 
tion thereof, has been favourable to 
Japanese imperialism! This unde- 
niable fact should be of the deepest 
significance. It is the net product and 
result of "democratic" imperialist rule 
in Asia. 

*In this line, the world federation plan 
of Ely Culbertson is of interest. He pro- 
poses to divide the post war world into 
eleven regions, each region consisting of 
one or more sovereign states together 
with their colonies. Among the regions 
are China, Japan and India, although 
the last country is to be under the trustee- 
ship of Britain until it attains regional 
sovereignty. In the British region is in- 
cluded East and Southeast Africa with 
the Union of South Africa as a part. 
In the Latin-European region is to be 
included British West African colonies 
and Liberia. Into the Germanic region 
will go the Belgian Congo, Angola and 
the southern Sudan. As to these colonies 
the plan has this statement 

The Pooling of Colonies: All the 
colonies or possessions of the Latin- 
European Regional Federation shall 
be pooled together and administered 

by the Government of the Latin-Euro- 
pean Federation, with rights of trade, 
immigration and access to raw ma- 
terials open equally to all the citizens 
of the member-states of the Latin- 
European Federation. The same ar- 
rangement shall prevail for the Ger- 
manic Federation and its African col- 
onies; for the British Federation and 
its colonies; and for the American 
Federation and its purchased posses- 
sions. 

The Rights of Colonial Popula- 
tions: All the pooled colonies shall 
have self-rule. Any colony of more 
than three million inhabitants may be- 
come a sovereign state within the 
same Regional Federation upon a 
plebiscite based on a reasonable edu- 
cational standard. The administra- 
tion of the Pooled Colonies shall be 
conducted by the Regional Govern- 
ment under the supervision of The 
World Federation Government, which 
shall have full power to intervene for 
the protection of the native popula- 
tions. The World Federation shall 
undertake that the natives be given 
fair treatment in the development of 
their economic and educational stand- 
ards. 

*There is the following illuminating 
comment on Africa by Culbertson 

By eliminating the crazy-quilt map 
of Africa and by the substitution of 
three great blocs-the western bloc 
assigned to the Latin-European Fed- 
eration, the central bloc assigned to 
the Germanic Federation, and the 
eastern bloc assigned to the British 
Federation-the first important step 
toward eventual unification of Africa 
will have been taken. The enormous 
potential resources of Africa offer 
enough for the natives and for the 
immigrants, provided the exploitation 
of natives is abandoned. The Re- 
gional Governments, under the super- 
vision of The World Federation Gov- 
ernment, will assure higher living 
standards and education for the na- 
tives, and their eventual sovereignty. 
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The granting of immediate independ- 
ence to the African people, of whom 
the great majority are totally illiterate, 
would simply result in their ruthless 
exploitation by native caciques or in- 
herently fascist politicians of the 
worst breed. 

The proposal to transfer the African 
and all other colonies to a world or- 
ganization, immediately after the war, 
is unrealistic. It would not be ac- 
ceptable either to victorious Britain 
or to revived France, and it would be 
an almost insurmountable obstacle to 
the establishment of The World Fed- 
eration. Even if such a proposal were 
accepted, such a world organization, 
in possession of the world's colonies, 
would become a malevolent seat of 
power-politics and intrigues among 
the nations. The Constitution of The 
World Federation, with its Regional 
structure and Pooled Colonies, offers 
the best protection and hope for the 
liberation of the natives. And there is 
good reason to hope that future de- 
velopment of the African continent 
will permit the establishment of a 
twelfth Regional Federation - the 
African. 

*The official text of the declaration of 

principles recommended to the forty- 
four countries participating in the food 
conference at Hot Springs, Virginia, de- 
clared 

This conference, meeting in the 
midst of the greatest war ever waged 
and in full confidence of victory, has 
considered the world problems of food 
and agriculture and declares its be- 
lief that the goal of freedom from 
want of food, suitable and adequate 
for the health and strength of all 
peoples can be achieved. 
The means of achieving this is stated 

as being first the winning of the war to 
deliver millions of people from tyranny 
and hunger; two, concerted efforts to 
win and maintain freedom from fear and 
freedom from want. 

3. There has never been enough 
food for the health of all people. This 
is justified neither by ignorance nor 
by the harshness of nature. Produc- 
tion of food must be greatly ex- 
panded; we now have knowledge of 
the means by which this can be done. 
It requires imagination and firm will 
on the part of each government and 
people to make use of that knowledge. 

4. The first cause of hunger and 
malnutrition is poverty. It is useless 
to produce more food unless men and 
nations provide the markets to absorb 
it. There must be an expansion of the 
whole world economy to provide pur- 
chasing power sufficient to maintain 
an adequate diet for all. With full 
employment in all countries, enlarged 
industrial production, the absence of 
exploitation, the increasing flow of 
trade within and between countries, 
the orderly management of domestic 
and international investment and cur- 
rencies, and sustained internal and in- 
ternational economic equilibrium, the 
food which is produced can be made 
available to all people. 
This is an extraordinary recognition 

of poverty as the basic world problem. 

JEWS 

*A touching leaflet from Polish Jews 
says 

Szmul Zygielbojm's death was his 
personal expression of the unendur- 
able state of affairs, his protest against 
the tragedy of the Jewish masses in 
occupied Poland. For a whole year, 
day in and day out, from the time 
that he became a member of the 
Polish National Council in London 
until his tragic death, Zygielbojm re- 
ceived appeal upon appeal, cry upon 
cry, from the tortured Jews in Poland. 
The last appeal that he received was 
the most tragic because of its brev- 
ity: "Save us! Do not satisfy your- 
selves with mere announcements of 
punishment after the war is over. 
Some steps must be taken immediately. 
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Something extraordinary must be done 
to rescue us immediately, otherwise 
we will all perish." 
Jewish Frontier says 

There was one Jew at the Bermuda 
Conference-Congressman Sol Bloom, 
Chairman of the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee. He was a safe, help- 
ful Jew for the gentlemen of Bermuda 
to have in their midst -a political 
observer who, it is alleged, has fre- 
quently stated that "there is no Jewish 
Problem." Obviously, a Jew blessed 
with this astigmatism was the ideal 
spokesman of a tortured people. Con- 
gressman Bloom cast no discordant 
note into the sell-out at Bermuda. Re- 
ferring to the carefully worked out 
proposals for rescue presented by the 
Joint Committee on European Affairs, 
Bloom sagely remarked: "You can't 
settle such problems in a Madison 
Square Garden Mass Meeting." Now 
the gentlemen at Bermuda can claim 
before the world that a representative 
of the chief victims of Nazi savagery 
concurred in their deliberations. Was 
not Congressman Bloom speaking for 
the children gassed daily in the lethal 
chambers and shot down in the nar- 
row ghetto streets? When his voice 
joined the chorus of undertakers, was 
not that the sanction of the martyrs 
themselves? The living, as well as the 
dead, were buried in Bermuda, and 
the Jewish Congressman added his 
spate of earth. 

INCOME 
*The merging of the race problem into 
a problem of the distribution of wealth 
is more and more indicated as this war 
goes on. The editors of the New Re- 
public proposed, for instance, this new 
bill of rights 

1. The right to work, usefully and 
creatively through the productive 
years; 

2. The right to fair pay, adequate 
to command the necessities and 
amenities of life in exchange for 

work, ideas, thrift and other socially 
valuable service; 

3. The right to adequate food, cloth- 
ing, shelter and medical care; 

4. The right to security, with free- 
dom from fear of old age, want, de- 
pendency, sickness, unemployment 
and accident; 

5. The right to live in a system of 
free enterprise, free from compulsory 
labor, irresponsible private power, 
arbitrary public authority and unregu- 
lated monopolies; 

6. The right to come and go, to 
speak or to be silent, free from the 
spyings of secret political police; 

7. The right to equality before the 
law, with equal access to justice in 
fact; 

8. The right to education, for work, 
for citizenship and for personal 
growth and happiness; and 

9. The right to rest, recreation and 
adventure, the opportunity to enjoy 
life and take part in an advancing 
civilization. 

*In the discussion which has accom- 
panied the strike of the miners the 
Catholic Commonweal says 

The real "forgotten man," how- 
ever, in the whole picture, is the coal 
miner himself. Certainly no solution 
of the problem can afford to overlook 
the fact that he has a pretty sad story 
to tell. In the first place, he works in 
what is still doubtless the most danger- 
ous industry in the country. In 1941 
there were 64,764 men killed or in- 
jured, which is nearly 12 percent of 
total personnel, and of these about 
1,500 lost their lives. (The known 
killed and wounded as of May 2, 
1943, in all our armed forces since 
Pearl Harbor is 27,172.) Speaking 
very bluntly to the coal operators 
about this loss of life and limb in 
the mines, Lewis said: "That's a lot 
of meat, a lot of human meat, to 
grind up in an industry in one year. 
There are too many funerals in this 
industry, gentlemen." And he added, 

283 



PHYLON 

"We care not if the elimination of 
this third shift takes a few shekels 
out of some operator's pocket." 
The mine workers write to the Secre- 

tary of Labor 
The Policy Committee avers that 

the mine workers are hungry, as well 
as patriotic. 

OThe whole demand for miners or in- 
creased miners' wages has been lined up 
with the refusal of Congress to limit 
salaries to $25,000. The President made 
a radical and scathing comment on the 
action of Congress, April 11 

But the Congress has chosen to re- 
scind my action limiting excessive 
salaries without even attempting to 
offer a substitute. The result is that 
Congress has authorized the drafting 
of men into the Army for $600 a year 
regardless of whether they are earn- 
ing $1,000 or $100,000 a year, but 
has refused to authorize the reduction 
in the salary of any man not drafted 
into the Army, no matter how high 
his income may be. 

At the same time the stabilization 
program enacted by the Congress re- 
quires wage increases to be denied to 
workers earning $1,500 a year, even 
when their employers are willing to 
pay those wage increases. The es- 
sence of stabilization is that each 
should sacrifice for the benefit of all. 
This principle the Congress has failed 
to recognize. 

Some two or three thousand persons 
who on Sept. 15, 1942, were receiving 
salaries in excess of $67,200 may con- 
tinue to receive them. About 750 per- 
sons will be able to receive salaries in 
excess of $100,000; about thirty per- 
sons salaries in excess of $250,000 
and three or four persons salaries in 
excess of $500,000. 

*One hundred thousand Negroes are 
among the striking miners and noting 
their loyalty to the organization, Labor 
Action says 

the sons of Negro miners are "fight- 
ing alongside their fellow-American 
soldiers and sailors." Yes, these 
Negro miners' sons are in Jim Crow 
army units fighting alongside all- 
white army units. If they were miners 
themselves before going into the 
Army, they left an organization which 
"has never drawn the color line and 
maintained the union free from dis- 
crimination..." to be segregated, 
discriminated against and insulted in 
Jim Crow army units. They are sepa- 
rated even from their union brothers 
of the UMWA. 

*Commonweal points out similar prob- 
lems are developing in French Canada 

French Canadians have seen the 
control of raw materials in Quebec 
and the means of their manufacture 
and distribution increasingly monopo- 
lized by British Canadians and Amer- 
icans; they have seen the concentra- 
tion of wealth producing a situation 
where 85 percent of the tenants in 
Toronto are proprietors while but 12 
percent of the Montreal tenants own 
their own lodgings, a large part of 
the remainder living under conditions 
far from conducive to family and in- 
dividual health and morality.... 

In the meantime, while the full 
force of the alliance between State 
power and money power is falling 
upon them, French Canadians are 
holding desperately to the processes 
of democracy to disengage themselves 
from servitude, believing all the while 
with Aristotle that "an unbridled de- 
mocracy is exactly similar to a 
tyranny." 

RACE 
*Granville Hicks writes in Common 
Sense 

The Nazis, who are clever chaps, 
Make Aryans of friendly Japs, 
But Hearst, who's cleverer by far, 
Propounds a theory of the war 
That makes Chinese our racial kin 
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And yellows every German skin. 
The cult of race, by such inventions, 
Attains Einsteinian dimensions. 

H. G. Wells, the great English writer, 
in a broadcast to the British people 
declared 

All over the world babies start 
from scratch, full of distinctive and 
untried possibilities which the New 
World will develop eagerly. Here 
you will find folks with a superlative 
sense of rhythm, like the Negro; here 
great mechanical genius, like the 
Australian black fellow; here a genius 
for system like the French, or an 
obstinate originality of thought like 
the English. 

All peoples, regardless of race, color 
or nationality, should have the right 
to fully develop. 
The New York Times in an editorial 

makes a statement that makes us wonder 

why the Times could not have been as 
fair and clear as this in other years 

The Negro is not a peculiar problem 
except as he is made so by the atti- 
tudes of other groups. Sunlight, air, 
good food, secure employment, recog- 
nition of his worth and dignity as a 
human being will do for him what 
they do for others of any race or cul- 
tural background. Primarily, Harlem 
and other centers of Negro settlement 
raise no racial issue. They raise a 
poverty issue. The Negro, sometimes 
an American of many generations 
back, stands today in this city where 
many immigrants of various strains 
stood a few decades ago. They have 
advanced. So, with equal opportun- 
ity, can he. If he needs special help 
now it is to see to it that he has the 
equal opportunity. 

BARCLAY OF LIBERIA 
*Doubtless the President of the United 
States had the Negro population in mind 
when he called upon the President of 
Liberia and invited him to return the 
call. It was in many ways an historic 

occasion and in fine contrast to the bit- 
ter comment which followed the first 
Roosevelt's invitation of Booker T. 
Washington to lunch and the treatment 
of President King of Liberia by Harding 
in 1922. Already the ministers of cer- 
tain colored countries, the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti, have been made am. 
bassadors and the treatment of Barclay 
left nothing to be desired; even the 
absence of the notorious Texan, Tom 
Connally, Chairman of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, added to 
rather than subtracted from, the cour- 
tesy. The brown President and the black 
President-elect were given a diplomatic 
reception in the White House with the 
Vice-President, several members of the 
cabinet and others present; they were en- 
tertained at a White House dinner, with 
the officials of the House and Senate and 
a Justice of the Supreme Court. They 
visited the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives where President Barclay said 

Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I wish to express to you my 
high appreciation of the courtesy 
shown me in permitting me to observe 
for a few minutes the processes of 
lawmaking in the United States. 
At a press conference, Mr. Barclay 

said 

My country occupies a unique posi- 
tion in Africa, particularly West 
Africa, where it is the only political 
democracy that exists in that region 
of the world. She necessarily then has 
interest in the objectives being fought 
for by the United States and the na- 
tions associated with her, and she is 
contributing by every means within 
her power to the successful accom- 
plishment of the objectives which in- 
spire the actions and sacrifices of 
those nations who are fighting for 
the ideals so effectively enunciated by 
the President of the United States. 
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Barclay was entertained by Secretary 
of State Hull at dinner and General 
Benjamin 0. Davis, the highest ranking 
Negro officer in the United States Army, 
accompanied him on his trip to the West. 
The only discordant note came from cer- 
tain Negro papers. 

The Chicago Defender complained 
Most people were happy over the 

fact that so rare an opportunity was 
given to a black man at a critical mo- 
ment in the history of democracy. 
And, all of us prayed that President 
Barclay might acquit himself with 
dignity and distinction befitting the 
station of a Chief Executive of an in- 
dependent state. But we were sorrow- 
fully disappointed. 

It may well be that the State De- 
partment had something to do with 
both the context and length of Mr. 
Barclay's speech. And, then, too, it is 
possible that the President of Liberia 
has juicy financial deals with the Fire- 
stone Rubber company which he 
would not care to jeopardize by com- 
menting freely on democratic pro- 
cesses. 

FEPC 
*The new President's order reestablish- 
ing the FEPC was issued May 28, and is 
as follows in part 

In order to establish a new Com- 
mittee on Fair Employment Practice 
to promote the fullest utilization of 
all available manpower, and to elim- 
inate discriminatory employment prac- 
tices, Executive Order No. 8802 of 
June 25, 1941, as amended by Execu- 
tive Order No. 8823 of July 18, 1941, 
is hereby further amended to read as 
follows: 

"Whereas the successful prosecution 
of the war demands the maximum em- 
ployment of all available workers, re- 
gardless of race, creed, color or na- 
tional origin; and 

"Whereas it is the policy of the 
United States to encourage full par- 
ticipation in the war effort by all per- 

sons in the United States regardless 
of race, creed, color or national origin, 
in the firm belief that the democratic 
way of life within the nation can be 
defended successfully only with the 
help and support of all groups within 
its borders; and 

"Whereas there is evidence that 
available and needed workers have 
been barred from employment in in- 
dustries engaged in war production 
solely by reason of their race, creed, 
color, or national origin, to the detri- 
ment of the prosecution of the war, 
the workers' morale, and national 
unity: 

"Now, therefore, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution and statutes, and as President 
of the United States and Commander 
in Chief of the Army and Navy, I do 
hereby reaffirm the policy of the 
United States that there shall be no 
discrimination in the employment of 
any person in war industries or in 
government by reason of race, creed, 
color or national origin, and I do 
hereby declare that it is the duty of 
all employers, including the several 
Federal departments and agencies, 
and all labor organizations, in fur- 
therance of this policy and of this 
order, to eliminate discrimination in 
regard to hire, tenure, terms or con- 
ditions of employment, or union mem- 
bership because of race, creed, color 
or national origin." 

*The new chairman of the committee, 
the Reverend Monsignor Francis Joseph 
Haas, an ordained priest of the Roman 
Catholic Church, was born in Wisconsin 
apparently of Irish-German descent. He 
is fifty-four years old and Dean of the 
School of Social Sciences in the Catholic 
University of America. He has had 
notable experience as a member of con- 
ciliatory boards in labor relations, mem- 
ber of the National Labor Board, of the 
Committee on Cultural Relations with 
Latin America, etc. He has been con- 
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nected with the Works Progress Admin- 
istration, the United States Department 
of Labor, the Wisconsin Labor Relations 
Board and the National Resources Plan- 
ning Board and many other national and 
international organizations for labor up- 
lift. He will appoint a new committee 
to succeed the old organization. 

SEGREGATION 
OSegregation and discrimination 
against American Negroes is coming in 
for more careful and detailed discussion. 
Broadus Mitchell, lecturer in economics 
in New York University and son of the 
liberal S. C. Mitchell of the University 
of Richmond, spoke on race discrimina- 
tion in wartime recently at the University 
of Richmond 

Describing himself as "a southern 
expatriate and refugee from the 
south," Dr. Mitchell spoke of the im- 
patience and stupidity of war and of 
the Negro's progress since the Civil 
war. However, this progress was not 
as great as that of some immigrants 
who came here from Europe at the 
rate of 1,000,000 a year and whose 
descendants are now indistinguishable 
from the general run of the popula- 
tion. 

The speaker asserted "segregation 
is nothing but discrimination," and 
as long as the races are separated in 
the south there will be discrimination 
because the south is financially unable 
to furnish equal facilities. 

The Negro shuns action because 
this may lead to race riots which, 
horrible as they may be, are "trifling 
as compared with what we're doing 
in the name of freedom," Dr. Mitchell 
declared, adding that "we fight Hit- 
ler because of the way he treats the 
Jews and Catholics, but we continue 
to assign a large percentage of our 
population to a disagreeable role." 

*The conference of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 

People at Detroit said in its published 
statement 

The issues with which we are con- 
cerned must be raised now. We re- 
fuse to listen to the weak-kneed of 
both races who tell us not to raise such 
controversies during the war. We be- 
lieve on the contrary that we are 
doing a patriotic duty in raising them. 
A war in which discrimination has 
been banished from the armed forces, 
in which Negro manpower and ability 
are fully used in industry, and in 
which full rights of citizenship have 
been granted to the largest minority 
group of our nation will be fought 
more vigorously and wholeheartedly. 

*The one hundred white southerners 
who met in Atlanta recently to discuss 
the Durham platform said 

The race problem in any Southern 
community is complicated by our 
economic limitations. The factors 
which have kept the South a tributary 
section have also kept it poor and 
lacking in sufficient industry to de- 
velop and to provide enough jobs and 
enough public funds for every public 
need. Yet the only justification offered 
for those laws which have for their 
purpose the separation of the races 
is that they are intended to minister 
to the welfare and integrity of both 
races. There has been widespread and 
inexcusable discrimination in the ad- 
ministration of these laws. The white 
Southerner has an obligation to in- 
terest himself in the legitimate aspira- 
tions of the Negro. This means cor- 
recting the discrimination between the 
races in the allocation of school funds; 
in the number and quality of schools, 
and in the salaries of teachers. In 
public travel, where the law demands 
a separation of the races, primary 
justice and a simple sense of fair play 
demand the facilities for safety, com- 
fort and health should be equal. The 
distribution of public utilities and 
public benefits, such as sewers, water, 
housing, street and sidewalk paving, 
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playgrounds, public-health and hos- 
pital facilities should come to the 
Negro upon the basis of population 
and need. 

*The Atlantic Monthly discussed the 
matter with an article by Virginius Dab- 
ney in January which warned us "that 
we are drawing Nearer and Nearer the 
Precipice of race riots, because of the 
agitation of white demagogues and 
Negro extremists." 

In May, the Atlantic published an 
article by J. Saunders Redding, a col- 
ored writer who said 

The outstripping and supplanting of 
outworn Negro leaders, the effects of 
the growing class-consciousness on 
the race problem, the tremendous 
pressure of world forces generating 
the global war, the war itself for the 
equality of peoples-all these taken 
together are a stupendous challenge 
to the South. It is a challenge to her 
customs, her isolation, her insulation. 
It is a challenge to her oft-repeated 
belief that the South is a different 
world and that the South can handle 
her own problem alone. In its mini- 
mum meaning, it is a challenge to the 
South to keep, if she must, the present 
facilities for bi-racial living, except- 
ing only the dodges that prevent the 
Negroes' exercise of the ballot; drop 
the discriminatory practices that make 
those facilities for Negroes inferior 
to those for white, let the Negroes 
work at any job they can do, then 
abolish compulsory segregation. Trust 
the slow yeasting of unprejudiced 
knowledge-and see what happens. 
"Let the people work!" It is a chal- 
lenge to change! 

*The Atlanta World, a Negro daily, 
says 

Within the recent past, something 
has been done and more has been 
said, about the alarming proportion of 
venereal disease infection among At- 

lanta's Negro population. And while 
every serious-minded Negro leader 
should throw the full weight of his 
influence behind the campaign to rid 
people of this scourge, the following 
facts taken from the Social Planning 
Council Series, will go far toward the 
explanation for the high incidence, 
not only of this plague but other dis- 
eases, likewise. "Atlanta," the report 
states, "operates 88 park units com- 
prising a total of 1,499.75 acres. Of 
this number, there are only two, total- 
ing slightly over 15 acres, available 
for use by Negroes. The department, 
in addition, operates: 5 golf courses 
(none available for Negro use); 6 
swimming pools (1 for Negroes); 91 
tennis courts (6 available for Ne- 
groes); 14 baseball diamonds (1 for 
Negroes), and 32 playgrounds (with 
only 4 available for Negroes)." 

*The Washington correspondent of the 
Nation, I. F. Stone, gives his experience 
in Washington 

It takes a little while to catch on to 
the extent to which Washington is a 
Jim Crow town. Although the Negro 
press reaches 4,000,000 readers every 
week, its correspondents are barred 
from the House and Senate press gal- 
leries and from White House press 
conferences. The Washington cor- 
respondents, though as likable and 
pleasant a crowd as one can meet any- 
where, are dominated in this respect 
by Southern mores. I came up against 
this myself the other day-if I may 
be forgiven a personal note-when I 
asked William H. Hastie to lunch. I 
had never met the Judge before and 
wanted to talk with him of his ex- 
periences in the War Department, 
where he had served for two years as 
civilian aide to Secretary Stimson. 
He, therefore, invited Hastie to lunch 

at the National Press Club 
It seems that this was the first time 

in the history of the club that anyone 
had ever taken a Negro there to lunch. 
Elmer Davis was addressing a special 
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luncheon in the auditorium that day; 
so we got a table before anyone 
seemed to realize what had happened. 
A moment after we were seated, a 
page told me I was wanted on the tele. 
phone. In the hall I found that this 
was a ruse. The manager asked me 
if that was a colored man with me. 
I said it was. He declared that we 
would not be served. I said that as a 
member of the club I insisted on serv- 
ice for my guest and went back to the 
table. There we sat unserved until 
two o'clock, when we left for a 
Chinese restaurant. 
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Subsequently he tried to get twenty- 
five signatures of the club to take up 
the matter 

I managed to obtain nine signa- 
tures, and a diverse collection of argu- 
ments from well-meaning people who 
agreed with me but .... Some people 
think the punctilio governing a sup- 
posed "private club" more important 
than elementary considerations of hu- 
man decency. I resigned from the 
club. 
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Books and Race Books and Race 

RACE, REASON AND RUBBISH 
The eminent Swedish human geneti- 

cist, Gunnar Dahlberg, has written this 
volume' as a primer of human biology. 
It has found slight reception in the 
United States, largely because we are 
not interested in the biology of race. In 
this country we have ignored the more 
scientific biological considerations in 
order to give more interpretation to the 
racial factors we call social. Perhaps 
we are convinced that there is no bio- 
logical race inequality. We are strong 
in our convictions, however, that races 
are socially unequal, and this funda- 
mentally speaking. 

This volume deals with the general 
aspects of heredity and the nature of 
human inheritance. It popularizes a dis- 

'Race, Reason and Rubbish, a primer of race 
biology. By Gunnar Dahlberg. Translated from 
the Swedish by Lancelot Hogben. New York, 
Columbia University Press. 1942, 240 pp. 
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cussion that is usually propounded very 
stolidly by a zoologist or a botanist. 
Reading it convinces one of how little 
even scientists know about that area of 
eugenics called race and what invalid 
conclusions have been drawn from their 
tentative findings by the propagandists. 
It is rather disturbing to read about this 
or that fact that "we cannot arrive at 
unanimity," "presumably we have 
grounds for believing," "we have not yet 
got a completely clear view of the prob- 
lem." All these are bindings for race 
from which there is no escape. Science, 
it seems, is not yet ready to provide the 
answer to the political problem of race. 

With this fact the reviewer has no 
quarrel. The volume was written at a 
time when the tide of racism was high in 
Europe. Its author could not have fore- 
seen some of the tremendously signifi- 
cant race movements that have developed 
since that time. He was aware, however, 
of the social significance of the race con- 
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