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300 THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 

000 annually spent on higher education. Of this 

sum $126,541,795 (including $86,000,000 of 

public funds) is spent on institutions for white 

youth only; from these institutions Negroes are 

rigidly excluded. Only $10,500,000 touches Ne 

groes in any way; in fact, as far as state supported 
schools are concerned, less than $5,000,000 di 

rectly touches Negroes. In these states there are 

about seventeen institutions undertaking to do 

higher education of the college grade. 
"The amount of money spent on higher edu 

cation by the state and federal government for 

Negroes within these states is less than the budget 
of the University of Louisiana (in fact only sixty 
five per cent of the budget), which is maintained 

for a little over 1,000,000 in Louisiana. 

"That is one index; but the most serious 

index is this: that this little money is spread over 

so wide an area and in such a way that in no one 

of these states is there anything approaching a 

first-class state university opportunity available to 

Negroes."14 

Literacy opens the door to the accumulated 

knowledge of mankind and is essential to the ac 

Every man will dispute with great good hu 
mor only upon a subject in which he is not in 

terested. . . . Dr. Samuel 
Johnson. 

quisition, or conservation, of the rights and liber 

ties of a free people. Unfettered educational op 

portunity is essential to the health and well-being 
of all persons living in a complex industrial so 

ciety. The Negro in North America has been 

allowed to enjoy only the barest minimum re 

garded appropriate to his half-slave, half-free 

status. In a country where education counts for 

everything, ten per cent of all Negroes twenty 
five years old and over have received no schooling 
as compared with 1.3 percent whites; 82.7 per cent 

have had no formal schooling or have not com 

pleted more than eight years of elementary train 

ing as against 53.1 per cent whites.15 

14 
Hearings before the Subcommittee of the Committee on 

Appropriations, House of Representatives, 80th Congress, 
February 24, 1947, p. 145. 

M Derived from "Characteristics of Population" Part I, 
United States Summary, 1943, Bureau of the Census, pp. 40-41. 

Discrimination Affects All People 
In its international relations, the United States 

owes something to the world; to the United Na 

tions of which it is a part, and to the ideals which 

it professes to advocate. Especially is this true 

since the United Nations has made its headquar 
ters in New York. The United States is in honor 

bound not only to protect its own 
people and its 

own interests, but to guard and respect the various 

peoples of the world who are its guests and allies. 

Because of caste custom and legislation along the 

color line, the United States is today in danger 
of encroaching upon the rights and privileges of 

its fellow nations. Most people of the world are 

more or less colored in skin; their presence at the 

meetings of the United Nations as participants 
and as visitors, renders them always liable to in 

sult and to discrimination; because they may be 

mistaken for Americans of Negro descent. 

Not very long ago the nephew of the ruler of 

a neighboring American state, was killed by a 

policeman in Florida, because he was mistaken 

for a negro and thought to be demanding rights 
which a Negro in Florida is not legally permitted 
to demand. Again and more recently in Illinois, 
the personal physician of Mahatma Gandhi, one 

of the great men of the world and an ardent sup 

porter of the United Nations, was with his friends 

refused food in a restaurant, again because they 
were mistaken for Negroes. In a third case, a 

great insurance society in the United States in its 

development of a residential area, which would 

serve for housing the employees of the United 

Nations, is insisting and reserving the right to 

discriminate against the persons received as resi 

dents for reasons of race and color. 

The Incidents Make a Pattern 

All these are but passing incidents; but they 
show clearly that a discrimination practiced in the 

United States against her own citizens and to a 

large extent a contravention of her own laws, can 

not be persisted in, without infringing upon the 

rights of the peoples of the world and especially 

upon the ideals and the work of the United 

Nations. 

?W. E. Burghardt Du Bois, An Appeal to the 

World, page 13. 
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