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PROSPECT OF A WORLD WITHOUT RACE CONFLICT 

W. E. BURGHARDT DU BOIS 

ABSTRACT 

The philosophy of biological race differences which divide the world into superior and inferior people will 
persist after this war. This is shown in the persecution of Jews, the refusal to emancipate India, the relations 
between Asia and Europe, and the attitude toward South America and the Caribbean. To leave out discus- 
sions of race in post-war planning enables Europe and America to fight for democracy and the abolition of 
poverty while ignoring the fact that race prejudice makes this fight consistent with compulsory poverty, 
disease, and repression of most of the workers of the world. 

It is with great regret that I do not see 
after this war, or within any reasonable 
time, the possibility of a world without race 
conflict; and this is true despite the fact 
that race conflict is playing a fatal role in the 
modern world. The supertragedy of this war 
is the treatment of the Jews in Germany. 
There has been nothing comparable to this 
in modern history. Yet its technique and its 
reasoning have been based upon a race phi- 
losophy similar to that which has dominated 
both Great Britain and the United States 
in relation to colored people. 

This philosophy postulates a fundamen- 
tal difference among the greater groups of 
people in the world, which makes it neces- 
sary that the superior peoples hold the in- 
ferior in check and rule them in accordance 
with the best interest of these superiors. Of 
course, many of the usual characteristics 
were missing in this outbreak of race hate 
in Germany. There was in reality little of 
physical difference between German and 
Jew. No one has been able to accuse the 
Jews of inferiority; rather it was the superi- 
ority of the Jews in certain respects which 
was the real cause of conflict. Nevertheless, 
the ideological basis of this attack was.that 
of fundamental biological difference show- 
ing itself in spiritual and cultural incom- 
patibility. Another difference distinguishes 
this race war. Usually the cure for race per- 
secution and subordination has been 
thought to be segregation, but in this case 
the chance to segregate the Jews, at least 
partially, in Palestine, has practically been 
vetoed by the British government. 

In other parts of the world the results of 

race conflict are clear. The representative of 
Prime Minister Churchill presiding over the 
British war cabinet has been the prime 
minister of the Union of South Africa. Yet 
South Africa has without doubt the worst 
race problem of the modern world. The na- 
tives have been systematically deprived of 
their land, reduced to the status of a labor- 
ing class with the lowest of wages, disfran- 
chised, living and working under caste con- 
ditions with only a modicum of education, 
and exposed to systematic puiblic and pri- 
vate insult. There is a large population of 
mixed-bloods, and the poverty, disease, and 
crime throughout the Union of South Africa 
are appalling. Here in a land which fur- 
nishes gold and diamonds and copper, the 
insignia of the luxury and technique of mod- 
ern civilization, this race hate has flourished 
and is flourishing. Smuts himself, as politi- 
cal leader of the Union of South Africa, has 
carried out much of the legislation upon 
which this race conflict is based; and, al- 
though from time to time he has expressed 
liberal ideas, he has not tried or succeeded 
in basically ameliorating the fundamental 
race war in that part of the world. 

The situation in India is another case of 
racial conflict. The mass of people there are 
in the bondage of poverty, disfranchisement, 
and social caste. Despite eminent and 
widely known leadership, there has not 
come on the part of the British any effective 
attempt fundamentally to change the atti- 
tude of the governing country toward the 
subject peoples. The basic reason for this, 
openly or by inference, is the physical 
difference of race which makes it, according 
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to British thought, impossible that these 
peoples should within any reasonable space 
of time become autonomous or self-govern- 
ing. There have been promises, to be sure, 
from time to time, and promises are pend- 
ing; but no one can doubt that if these peo- 
ple were white and of English descent, a way 
out of the present impasse would have 
long since been found. 

There is no doubt but that India is a 
congeries of ignorant, poverty-stricken, 
antagonistic groups who are destined to go 
through all the hell of internal strife before 
they emancipate themselves. But it is just 
as true that Europe of the sixteenth century 
was no more ready for freedom and auton- 
omy than India. But Europe was not faced 
and coerced by a powerful overlord who did 
not believe Europeans were men and was 
determined to treat them as serfs to minis- 
ter to his own comfort and luxury. 

In India we have the first thoroughgoing 
case of modern colonial imperialism. With 
the capitalism built on the African slave 
trade and on the sugar, tobacco, and cotton 
crops of America, investment in India grew 
and spread for three hundred years, until 
there exists the greatest modern case of the 
exploitation of one people by another. This 
exploitation has been modified in various 
ways: some education has been furnished 
the Indians, a great system of railroads has 
been installed, and industrialism has been 
begun. But nothing has been done to loosen 
to any appreciable degree the strangle hold 
of the British Empire on the destinies of 
four hundred million human beings. The 
prestige and profit of the control of India 
have made it impossible for the British to 
conceive of India as an autonomous land. 

The greatest and most dangerous race 
problem today is the problem of relations 
between Asia and Europe: the question as 
to how far "East is East and West is West" 
and of how long they are going to retain the 
relation of master and serf. There is in reali- 
ty no difference between the reaction to this 
European idea on the parts of Japan and 
China. It is a question simply of the method 
of eliminating it. The idea of Japan was to 

invoke war and force-to drive Europe out 
of Asia and substitute the domination of a 
weak Asia by a strong Japan. The answer of 
China was co-operation and gradual under- 
standing between Great Britain, France, 
America, and China. Chinese leaders are 
under no illusions whatever as to the past 
attitude of Europe toward Chinese. The 
impudence, browbeating, robbery, rape, and 
insult is one long trail of blood and tears, 
from the Opium War to the kowtowing be- 
fore the emperor in Berlin. Even in this 
present war and alliance there has occurred 
little to reassure China: certain courtesies 
from the British and belated and meager 
justice on the part of the United States, 
after the Soong sister had swept in on us 
with her retinue, jade, and jewels. There has 
not only been silence concerning Hong 
Kong, Burma, and Singapore but there is 
the continued assumption that the subjuga- 
tion of Japan is in the interest of Europe 
and America and not of Asia. American 
military leaders have insisted that we must 
have in the Pacific after this war American 
bases for armed force. But why? If Asia is 
going to develop as a self-governing, auton- 
omous part of the world, equal to other 
parts, why is policing by foreigners neces- 
sary? Why cannot Asia police itself? Only 
because of the deep-seated belief among 
Europeans and Americans that yellow peo- 
ple are the biological inferiors to the whites 
and not fit for self-government. 

Not only does Western Europe believe 
that most of the rest of the world is biologi- 
cally different but it believes that in this 
difference lies congenital inferiority; that 
the black and brown and yellow people are 
not simply untrained in certain ways of 
doing and methods of civilization; that 
they are naturally inferior and inefficient; 
that they are a danger to civilization as 
civilization is understood in Europe. This 
belief is so fundamental that it enters into 
the very reforms that we have in mind for 
the post-war world. 

In the United States the race problem is 
peculiarly important just now. We see to- 
day a combination of northern investors and 



452 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

southern Bourbons desiring not simply to 
overthrow the New Deal but to plunge the 
United States into fatal reaction. The power 
of the southerners arises from the suppres- 
sion of the Negro and poor-white vote, 
which gives the rotten borough of Missis- 
sippi four times the political power of Massa- 
chusetts and enables the South through the 
rule of seniority to pack the committees of 
Congress and to dominate it. Nothing can 
be done about this situation until we face 
fairly the question of color discrimination 
in the South; until the social, political, and 
economic equality of civilized men is recog- 
nized, despite race, color, and poverty. 

In the Caribbean area, in Central and 
South America, there has been for four 
hundred years wide intermixture of Euro- 
pean, African, and Red Indian races. The re- 
sult in one respect is widely different from 
that of Europe and North America; the so- 
cial equality of Negroes, Indians, and mulat- 
toes who were civilized was recognized with- 
out question. But the full results of this cul- 
tural liberalism were largely nullified by the 
economic control which Western Europe and 
North America held over these lands. The 
exploitation of cheap colored labor through 
poverty and low prices for materials was 
connived at as usual in the civilized world 
and the spoils shared with local white politi- 
cians. Economic and social prestige favored 
the whites- and hindered the colored. A 
legend that the alleged backwardness of the 
South Americans was due to race mixture 
was so far stressed in the world that South 
America feared it and catered to it; it be- 
came the habit to send only white Brazil- 
ians, Bolivians, and Mexicans abroad to rep- 
resent their countries; to encourage white 
immigration at all costs, even to loss of 
autonomy;to draw color lines in the manage- 
ment of industry dominated by Europe and 
in society where foreigners were entertained. 
In short, to pretend that South America 
hated and distrusted dark blood as much as 
the rest of the world, often even when the 
leaders of this policy were known them- 
selves to be of Negro and Indian descent. 

Thus the race problem of South and Cen- 

tral America, and especially of the islands 
of the Caribbean, became closely allied with 
European and North American practice. 
Only in the past few decades are there signs 
of an insurgent native culture, striking 
across the color line toward economic free- 
dom, political self-rule, and more complete 
social equality between races. 

There still is a residual sense of racial 
difference among parts of Europe; a certain 
contemptuous attitude toward Italy has 
been manifest for a long time, and the 
Balkans have been a byword for inefficiency 
and muddle. The pretensions of the Greeks 
to represent ancient Greek culture and of 
the Rumanians to be Roman have been 
laughed at by Western Europe. The re- 
mainder of the Balkans and Russia have 
been looked upon as Asiatic barbarism, 
aping civilization. As quasi-Asiatic, they 
have come in for the racial contempt poured 
upon the yellow peoples. This attitude 
greeted the Russian revolution and staged 
almost a race war to uphold tottering capi- 
talism, built 'on racial contempt. But in 
Eastern Europe today are a mass of awak- 
ening men. They know and see what Russia 
has done for her debased masses in a single 
generation, cutting across race lines not 
only between Jew and Gentile but between 
White Russians, Ukrainians, Tartars 
Turks, Kurds, and Kalmuks. As Sidney 
and Beatrice Webb declared: 

All sections of the community-apart from 
those legally deprived of citizenship on grounds 
unconnected with either race or nationality- 
enjoy, throughout the USSR, according to law, 
equal rights and duties, equal privileges and 
equal opportunities. Nor is this merely a formal 
equality under the law and the federal constitu- 
tion. Nowhere in the world do habit and custom 
and public opinion approach nearer to a like 
equality in fact. Over the whole area between 
the Arctic Ocean and the Black Sea and the 
Central Asian mountains, containing vastly 
differing races and nationalities, men and wom- 
en, irrespective of conformation of skull or 
pigmentation of skin, even including the occa- 
sional African Negro admitted from the United 
States, may associate freely with whom they 
please; travel in the same public vehicles and 
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frequent the same restaurants and hotels; sit 
next to each other in the same colleges and 
places of amusement; marry wherever there is 
mutual liking; engage on equal terms in any 
craft or profession for which they are qualified; 
join the same churches or other societies; pay 
the same taxes and be elected or appointed to 
any office or position without exception. 

This, Eastern Europe knows, while Western 
Europe is still determined to build its cul- 
ture on race discrimination and expects 
Russia to help her. But how far can Russia 
be depended upon to defend, in world war, 
British and American investments in Asia 
and Africa? 

The attitude of America and Britain to- 
ward De Gaulle is puzzling until we remem- 
ber that, since Gobineau, racial assumptions 
have entered into the relations between 
France and the Nordic world. During the 
first World War the United States was in- 
censed at the social equality attitudes of 
the "frogs," while Britain as well as Ger- 
many resented the open dependence of 
France on her black colonial soldiers. One 
present great liberal statesman, Smuts, led 
a crusade against arming blacks in any fu- 
ture European war; Yet De Gaulle not only 
uses Senegalese soldiers but recognizes the 
Negro governor of a strategic French colo- 
nial province; while Burman, writing of the 
history of the Free French, exclaims: "I am 
witnessing a miracle, the rebirth of France 
in the jungles of Africa!" Racial caste and 
profitable investment after the war indicate 
a halt in our support of De Gaulle. France 
since the eighteenth century has insisted on 
recognizing the social equality of civilized 
men despite race. She has for this reason 
been regarded as traitor to the white colo- 
nial front, in government and in society, 
despite her investors who have supported 
British methods. Hitler is not the only mod- 
ern statesman who has sneered at "mon- 
grel" France. 

These are some but by no means all of 
the race problems which face the world; yet 
they are not being discussed except indi- 
rectly. The Atlantic Charter as well as the 
agreements in Moscow and Teheran have 

been practically silent on the subject of race. 
It is assumed that certain fundamental 
matters and more immediate issues must be 
met and settled before this difficult question 
of race can be faced. Let us now ask our- 
selves if this is true. What are the funda- 
mental questions before the world at war? 

If we measure the important matters by 
current discussion, we may range them 
somewhat as follows: (i) defense against 
aggression; (2) full employment after the 
war; (3) eventual fair distribution of both 
raw materials and manufactured goods; (4) 
abolition of poverty; and (5) health. 

To anyone giving thought to these prob- 
lems, it must be clear that each of them, 
with all of its own peculiar difficulties, tends 
to break asunder along the lesions of race 
difference and race hate. Among the pri- 
mary factors entering into the discussion is 
the folklore and superstition which lurks in 
the mind of modern men and makes them 
thoroughly believe, in accord with inherited 
prejudice and unconscious cerebration, that 
the peoples of the world are divided into 
fundamentially different groups with differ- 
ences that are eternal and cannot be for- 
gotten and cannot be removed. This philos- 
ophy says that the majority of the people 
of the world are impossible. 

Therefore, when we discuss any of the 
listed problems, we usually see the solution 
within the frame of race and race difference. 
When we think of defense against aggres- 
sion, we are thinking particularly of Europe, 
and the aggregation which we have in mind 
is not simply another Hitler but a vaster 
Japan, if not all-Asia and the South Sea 
Islands. The "Yellow peril" as envisaged by 
the German Emperor William II has by no 
means passed from the subconscious reac- 
tions of Western Europe. That is the 
meaning of world police and "our way of 
life. " 

When we think of the problem of unem- 
ployment, we mean especially unemploy- 
ment in the developed countries of Western 
Europe and America. We do not have in 
mind any fundamental change so far as the 
labor of the darker world is concerned. We 
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do not think of full employment and a living 
wage for the East Indian, the Chinese coolie, 
and the Negro of South Africa or even the 
Negro of our own South. We want the white 
laborer in England and in America to re- 
ceive a living wage and economic security 
without periodic unemployment. In such 
case we can depend on the political power 
of white labor to maintain the present in- 
dustrial organization. But we have little or 
no thought of colored labor, because it is 
disfranchised and kept in serfdom by the 
power of our present governments. 

This means, of course, that the industrial 
organization of these countries must be 
standardized; they must not clog their own 
avenues of trade by tariff restrictions and 
cartels. But these plans have very seldom 
gone far enough to envisage any change in 
the relations of Europe and America to the 
raw material of Africa and Asia or to ac- 
cepting any idea of so raising the prices of 
this raw material and the wages of the la- 
borers who produce it that this mass of labor 
will begin to approach the level of white 
labor. In fact, any such prospect the white 
laborers with votes in their hands would in 
vast majorities oppose. 

In both the United States and the Union 
of South Africa it has been the organized 
white laborers who have systematically by 
vote and mob opposed the training of the 
black worker and the provision of decent 
wages for him. In this respect they have 
ranged themselves with exploiting investors 
and disseminators of race hatred like Hitler. 
When recently in the United States the 
President's Fair Employment Practices 
Commission sought to secure some steps 
of elementary justice for black railway 
workers, the railway unions refused even to 
attend the hearings. Only the Communists 
and some of the C.I.O. unions have ignored 
the color line-a significant fact. 

Our attitude toward poverty represents 
the constant lesion of race thinking. We 
have with difficulty reached a place in the 
modern white world where we can contem- 
plate the abolition of poverty; where we can 
think of an industrial organization with no 

part of its essential co-operators deprived of 
income which will give them sufficient food 
and shelter, along with necessary education 
and some of the comforts of life. But this 
conception is confined almost entirely to the 
white race. Not only do we refuse to think 
of similar possibilities for the colored races 
but we are convinced that, even though it 
were possible, it would be a bad thing for 
the world. We must keep the Negroes, West 
Indians, and Indonesions poor. Otherwise 
they will get ambitious: they will seek 
strength and organization; they will demand 
to be treated as men, despite the fact that 
we know they are not men; and they will 
ask social equality for civilized human be- 
ings the world over. 

There is a similar attitude with regard to 
health; we want white people to be well and 
strong, to "multiply and replenish the 
earth"; but we are interested in the health 
of colored people only in so far as it may 
threaten the health and wealth of whites. 
Thus in colonies where white men reside as 
masters, they segregate themselves in the 
most healthful parts of the country, pro- 
vided with modern conveniences, and let 
the natives fester and die in the swamps 
and lowlands. It is for this reason that Eng- 
lishmen and South Africans have seized the 
high land of Kenya and driven the most 
splendid of races of East Africa into the 
worst parts of the lowland, to the parts which 
are infested by the tsetse fly, where their 
cattle die and they are forced laborers on 
white farms. 

Perhaps in no area of modern civilized 
endeavor is the matter of race revealed 
more startlingly than in the question of 
education. We have doubts as to the policy 
of so educating the colored races that they 
will be able to take part in modern civiliza- 
tion. We are willing to educate them so that 
they can help in our industrial development, 
and we want them to become good work- 
men so long as they are unorganized. But 
when it comes to a question of real acquaint- 
anceship with what the more advanced 
part of the world has done and is doing, we 
try to keep the backward races as ignorant 
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as possible. We limit their schools, their 
travel, and their knowledge of modern 
tongues. 

There are, of course, notable exceptions: 
the Negro colleges of the southern United 
States, the Indian universities, and some 
advance even in university training in 
South Africa and in East and West Africa. 
But this advance is hindered by the fact 
that popular education is so backward that 
the number of persons who can qualify for 
higher training is very small, especially the 
number who can enter the professions nec- 
essary to protect the economic status of the 
natives and to guide the natives in avoid- 
ance of disease. In all these matters race in- 
terferes with education. 

Beyond this we have only to mention 
religion. There is no denying that certain 
missionaries have done fine work in amel- 
iorating the lot of backward people, but at 
the same time there is not a ghost of a doubt 
that today the organized Christian church 
is unfavorable toward race equality. It is 
split into racial sections and is not disposed 
to disturb to any great degree the attitude 
of civilization toward the Chinese, the In- 
dians, and the Negroes. The recent pro- 
nouncement of the Federation of Churches 
of Christ was a fine and forward-looking 
document, but it has aroused no attention, 
much less enthusiasm, among the mass of 
Christians and will not. The Catholic church 
never champions the political or economic 
rights of subject peoples. 

This insistent clinging to the older pat- 
terns of race thought has had extraordinary 
influence upon modern life. In the first 
place, it has for years held back the prog- 
ress of the social sciences. The social sciences 
from the beginning were deliberately used 
as instruments to prove the inferiority of 
the majority of the people of the world, who 
were being used as slaves for the comfort 
and culture of the masters. The social sci- 
ences long looked upon this as one of their 
major duties. History declared that the 
Negro had no history. Biology exaggerated 
the physical differences among men. Eco- 
nomics even today cannot talk straight on 

colonial imperialism. Psychology has not 
yet recovered from the shame of its "in- 
telligence" tests and its record of "conclu- 
sions" during the first World War. 

Granted, therefore, that this is the basic 
attitude of the majority of civilized people, 
despite exceptions and individual differ- 
ences, what must we expect after this war? 
In the first place, the British Empire is 
going to continue, if Mr. Churchill has his 
way, without "liquidation"; and there is 
slight chance that the English Labour 
party or any other democratic elements in 
England are going to be able to get past the 
suspensory veto of the House of Lords and 
the overwhelming social power of the British 
aristocracy. In America the control of 
wealth over our democracy is going to be 
reinforced by the action of the oligarchic 
South. A war-weary nation is going to ignore 
reform and going to work to make money. 
If, of course, the greedy industrial machine 
breaks down in I950 as is did in I929, there 
will be trouble; but the Negroes will be its 
chief victims and sufferers. Belgium has 
held its Congo empire with rare profit dur- 
ing the war, and the home land will recoup 
its losses in Europe by more systematic 
rape of Africa. So Holland will batten down 
again upon the South Seas, unless the Jap- 
anese interlude forces some slight change of 
heart. South America will become an even 
more closely integrated part of British and 
American industry, and the West Indies 
will work cheaply or starve, while tourists 
throw them pennies. 

The only large cause for disquiet on the 
part of Western Europe and North America 
is the case of Russia. There they are reas- 
sured as to the attitude of Stalin toward the 
working people of the Western world. Evi- 
dently he has decided that the Western 
European and American workers with votes 
in their hands are capable of deciding their 
own destiny; and, if they are not, it is their 
own fault. But what is going to be the atti- 
tude of Russia toward colonial peoples? 
How far and where and when is Russia 
going to protect and restore British and 
American investments and control in Asia 
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and Africa? Certainly her attitude toward 
the Chinese has shown in the past and still 
shows that she has the greatest sympathy 
with coolie labor and no love for Chiang 
Kai-shek. Will she have a similar attitude 
toward the other peoples of Asia, of Africa, 
and of the South Seas? If so, smooth resto- 
ration of colonial imperialism is not going 
to be easy. 

What now can be done by intelligent 
men who are aware of the continuing danger 
of present racial attitudes in the world? We 
may appeal to two groups of men: first, to 
those leaders of white culture who are will- 
ing to take action and, second, to the leaders 
of races which are victims of present condi- 
tions. White leaders and thinkers have a 
duty to perform in making known the con- 
clusions of science on the subject of biologi- 
cal race. It takes science long to percolate 
to the mass unless definite effort is made. 
Public health is still handicapped by super- 
stitions long disproved by science; and race 
fiction is still taught in schools, in news- 
papers, and in novels. This careless igno- 
rance of the facts of race is precisely the 
refuge where antisocial economic reaction 
flourishes. 

We must then, first, have wide dissemi- 
nation of truth. But this is not all: we need 
deliberate and organized action on the front 
where race fiction is being used to prolong 
economic inequality and injustice in the 
world. Here is a chance for a modern mis- 
sionary movement, not in the interest of 
religious dogma, but to dissipate the eco- 
nomic illiteracy which clouds modern 
thought. Organized industry has today 
made the teaching of the elementary prin- 
ciples of economic thought almost impossi- 
ble in our schools and rare in our colleges; 
by outlawing "Communistic" propaganda, 
it has effectually in press and on platform 
almost stopped efforts at clear thinking on 
economic reform. Protest and revelation 
fall on deaf ears, because the public does not 
know the basic facts. We need a concerted 
and determined effort to make common 
knowledge of the facts of the distribution of 
property and income today among individ- 
uals; accurate details of the sources of in- 

come and conditions of production and 
distribution of goods and use of human 
services, in order that we may know who 
profits by investment in Asia and Africa as 
well as in America and Europe, and why 
and how they profit. 

Next we need organized effort to release 
the colored laborer from the domination of 
the investor. This can best be accomplished 
by the organization of the labor of the world 
as consumers, replacing the producer atti- 
tude by knowledge of consumer needs. Here 
the victims of race prejudice can play their 
great role. They need no longer be confined 
to two paths: appeal to a white world ruled 
by investors in colored degradation or war 
and revolt. There is a third path: the extri- 
cation of the poverty-stricken, ignorant 
laborer and consumer from his bondage by 
his own efforts as a worker and consumer, 
united to increase the price of his toil and 
reduce the cost of the necessities of life. This 
is being done here and there, but the news 
of it is suppressed, the difficulties of united 
action deliberately increased, and law and 
government united in colonial areas to pre- 
vent organization, manipulate prices, and 
stifle thought by force. Here colored leaders 
must act; but, before they act, they must 
know. Today, naturally, they are for the 
most part as economically illiterate as their 
masters. Thus Indian moneylenders are the 
willing instruments of European economic 
oppression in India; and many American 
and West Indian Negroes regard as eco- 
nomic progress the chance to share in the 
exploitation of their race by whites. 

A union of economic liberals across the 
race line, with the object of driving exploit- 
ing investors from their hideout behind race 
discrimination, by freeing thought and 
action in colonial areas is the only realistic 
path to permanent peace today. 

A great step toward this would be an in- 
ternational mandates commission with na- 
tive representation, with power to investi- 
gate and report, and with jurisdiction over 
all areas where the natives have no effective 
voice in government. 

ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 
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