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By W. E. B. Du Bois 

Race Relations in the United States 

1917-1947 
HERE can be no question but that the relations between American 
Negroes and the balance of the population in the United States 

have improved during the last generation. 
One of the causes of this change of attitude has been the increasing 

willingness and, indeed, compulsion among observers of social phe- 
nomena to depend upon some kind of social measurement for their 
judgments rather than upon individual observation. Consequently, today 
we have some increase in measurements for social phenomena; they are 
not many and scientists have not yet quite made up their minds that it is 
possible to measure the acts of men. It is undoubtedly difficult and calls 
for much more careful methods than we have put in practice; but the 
time is coming when we are going to measure human action and more 
and more depend upon such measurements for our social judgments. 

There are certain general facts and figures upon which we can base 
valid scientific judgment. The Negro population of the United States 
between 1920 and 1940 increased by about two million persons; doubtless 
between 1917 and 1947 the increase was more than three millions. The 
Negro in the South between 1920 and 1940 had an increase of less than a 
million, while the Negro population of the North and West doubled. So 
too, while the rural Negro population is today decreasing, the urban 
population has doubled. 

The chief characteristic of the last 30 years has been the organized 
systematic attack upon race discrimination by careful and widespread 
program. The NAACP, established in 1910, and brought actively to 
work by the First World War, began the first organized effort to center 
the thought of the country upon the enormity of lynching; then it 
started a systematic fight for political and civil rights. Its accomplish- 
ment has been one of the most important and successful efforts of this 
sort in the history of modern civilization. It has received very little 
financial support from white sources or from rich people, but has been 
financed up to 90 per cent of its revenues by Negro laborers. Its efforts 
have been along the lines of education, agitation, lectures, organization, 
literature, and court cases. Its chief workers have been Negroes. 

It is interesting to remember that in 1900, Judge Emory Speer of 
Georgia told a white audience frankly that some day Negroes would 
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gather funds and hire first-class white lawyers to go before the courts 
and attack discriminatory legislation in the South, and that they had a 
chance in that way to overturn it. It did not occur to this Southern white 
judge that the Negroes might not only hire white lawyers like Moorfield 
Storey and Clarence Darrow, but would also have colored lawyers, like 
Charles Houston and Thurgood Marshall, who would go before the 
highest courts and obtain favorable decisions. 

Organized efforts toward bettering race relations have been wide- 
spread in the United States. In 1919 the Commission on Interracial 
Cooperation was formed in the South. It had national offices in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and several branch offices. It published pamphlets and held 
conferences. The Southern Regional Council formed in 1944 has taken 
over the work of the Commission. The Commission on Race Relations of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America was organized in 
1921. It held national interracial conferences, instituted "Race Relations 
Sunday," distributed the Harmon Awards, and carried on various other 
activities. The interracial work of the National Council of the Young 
Men's Christian Associations has been a part of the YMCA work begin- 
ning with the first association among colored men in 1853. In the YWCA, 
interracial activity has taken place in the National Student Council 
where there is an interracial committee, in the National Interracial 
Committee and in the Sub-Committee on Christian World Education. 

A Committee on Race Relations of The Society of Friends was formed 
after the First World War, and there is a Race Relations Section of the 
Friends Service Committee. 

The American Civil Liberties Union, formed in 1917, and reorganized 
in 1920, has done considerable work in extending the right of Negro 
Americans. The Urban League has acted as an interracial agent to wide 
extent in industrial fields. The International Labor Defense was formed 
in 1925. It gave attention to the struggles of labor and capital and the 
interracial aspects of such trouble. 

Rachel Davis Du Bois started a movement for interracial education 
which was later known as Intercultural Education. A Bureau for Inter- 
cultural Education was started in 1939. Local interracial movements are 
illustrated by the Springfield Plan, started in 1939, with a committee to 
teach democratic citizenship by the practice of democracy on all levels 
of school and community life. Starting in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
this movement has spread through New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
all the way to the West Coast. Great foundations like the Carnegie 
Corporation, the General Education Board, the Phelps-Stokes Fund, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, have all worked in certain aspects of race re- 
lations. The Julius Rosenwald Fund has been especially notable in its 
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scholarships, school, and health activities. 
The Race Relations Division of the American Missionary Association 

started in 1942 and has studied especially centers of race tension in 
various parts of the country. The Southern Conference for Human Wel- 
fare was started in 1939 and it has become a strong organization for 
civil rights, political action, and equalization of educational opportunity. 
It has issued various publications and held large conferences. The Ameri- 
can Council on Race Relations formed in 1944 has sought to federate 
many of the race relations activities in the nation. 

There are no overall figures which can show the result of these efforts, 
but they have without doubt had considerable effect. They represent 
a prolongation, with more careful and scientific attention, of the old 
interracial movement, which while it was based on sentiment with con- 
siderable propaganda, nevertheless did make numbers of people con- 
scious of the problems of other groups of folk. 

Probably the greatest and most effective effort toward interracial 
understanding among the working masses has come about through the 
trade unions. The organization of the CIO in 1935 was an attempt to 
bring the mass of workers into the union movement as contrasted with 
the AFL effort to unionize only the skilled workers of industry. As a 
result, numbers of men like those in the steel and automotive industries 
have been thrown together, black and white, as fellow workers striving 
for the same objects. There has been on this account an astonishing 
spread of interracial tolerance and understanding. Probably no move- 
ment in the last 30 years has been so successful in softening race preju- 
dice among the masses. 

Turning now to results of these movements let us note the improve- 
ments of the last 30 years. We can begin with the most striking and 
outrageous evidence of racial friction, namely-lynching. The figures 
are impressive. Between 1900 and 1916, 1,183 Negroes were lynched; 
and 419 between 1917 and 1926. In the next decade the number lynched 
was reduced to 136, and in the decade which ended in 1947, the lynchings 
were reduced to 43. This was a tremendous improvement. If we compare 
specifically the year 1917 with 1947, thirty-five were lynched 30 years 
ago, and one last year. 

But this, again, is only a rough measurement. Just what constitutes a 
lynching is hard to put down in words. It is a specie of mob violence 
which results in the death of a man whose guilt has not been judicially 
ascertained; but in addition to that, there are the judicial lynchings- 
the rapid, unfair trial and railroading of men to prison or to the gallows. 
There is violence of various sorts, and especially the astonishing fact 
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that no member of a lynching mob has ever been adequately punished 
for his crime. 

During the period 1900 to 1946 there were nearly 3,000 lynchings, and 
in this period 135 persons were convicted of being members of lynching 
mobs. Of these, the conviction of seven was reversed later, while 17 
others escaped with fines. Others were convicted as follows: 10 received 
prison terms of less than one year; 16 got one to two years; 21 received 
terms of three to five years; 47 were sentenced to serve 10 or more years; 
the sentences of 11 were indeterminate, and in the case of six the term 
was unknown. 

One curious change is worth noting. From 1889 to 1918 it was com- 
monly believed that lynching was caused by rape and that most Southern 
white women lived in perpetual fear of "Big Black Brutes." Then the 
NAACP proved by figures that most Negroes lynched were not even 
accused of rape, and in recent years the charge has been forgotten. The 
amount of mob violence against Negroes in the United States, and par- 
ticularly in the South, has greatly decreased. Race riots are now rare. 

Negroes have been excluded from jury duty in the South, and in many 
cases in the North, but the courts have consistently declared this uncon- 
stitutional and the appearance of Negroes on juries is more common 
today, although still not usual. 

The protection of the rights of American Negroes in courts and jails 
has received attention especially in cases of extraordinary and known 
injustice. The Scottsboro cases brought widespread effort on the part of 
the NAACP and other organizations and was partially successful. Other 
cases have been defended with more or less success down to the extra- 
ordinary outrage recently perpetrated in Georgia, in the case of half- 
grown sons defending their mother. Further cases come before the 
courts in the matter of the extradition of alleged criminals who have 
escaped from the South into northern states. This has led to a number 
of investigations and refusals to extradite. 

It is, of course, well known that during and since Reconstruction times, 
the courts in the South have been used largely as instruments for enforc- 
ing caste rather than securing justice. This is still a widely-followed 
procedure. It makes more criminals than it cures, black and white. 
There is no reliable index of the extent of crime among Negroes. Their 
reported proportion of all offenses punished was 22 per cent in 1910 and 
23 per cent in 1940. It is probably true that anti-social offenses among 
Negroes has increased in the last generation and is increasing. 

One small indication of change in the social structure is the number 
of Negro policemen. The presence of Negro police means that arrests are 
no longer purely a matter of race. To consider the South alone, in 1917 
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there was not a single Negro acting as a policeman so far as I can 
ascertain. In 1947, at least 12 states employed Negro policemen in more 
than 50 cities. Of course, even in these cases Negroes in theory, if not 
in actual law, exercise no power of arrest over whites. 

The change in the political situation of Negroes is large. As late as 
1928, 34 outstanding Negro leaders wrote: 

We are asking, in this appeal, for a public repudiation of this cam- 
paign of racial hatred. Silence and whispering in this case are worse 
than in matters of personal character and religion. Will white Amer- 
ica make no protest? Will the candidates continue to remain silent? 
Will the church say nothing? Is there any truth, any issue in this 
campaign, either religious tolerance, liquor, water power, tariff or 
farm relief, that touches in weight the transcendent and fundamental 
question of the open, loyal and unchallenged recognition of the essen- 
tial humanity of twelve million Americans who happen to be dark- 
skinned? 

This was an exceptional campaign with race and religious hate, but 
it contrasts with today. 

Negroes are voting today more widely than ever before. In the North, 
they vote with no racial handicap, but with all the handicaps of the poor 
and inexperienced. In the border States, Negroes vote generally; in the 
southern South, somewhere between a fourth to a third of the Negro 
populations is beginning to vote. The number disfranchised is still large 
but it has notably decreased. 

Here the fight has been tremendous and exhausting. For a long time 
the outrageous "Grandfather Clause" which gave poor whites in the 
South a hereditary right to vote, was allowed to stand by the Supreme 
Court. It was not declared unconstitutional until 1915. By that time 
primary elections restricted to whites became a universal method of 
disfranchising Negroes. The NAACP began a fight to enter the white 
primaries. 

In 1927 the Supreme Court ruled that the state of Texas could not 
exclude Negroes from the primary by state law. Thereupon, Texas put 
the power of exclusion in the hands of the executive committee of the 
Democratic Party. The Supreme Court then decided that this procedure 
was unlawful. Thereupon the Democratic Party in convention passed a 
resolution excluding Negroes. This case was carried to the Supreme 
Court in 1935 and the Court curiously enough decided that this method 
of excluding Negroes did not violate the Federal Constitution. 

However, the Supreme Court, in 1941, contradicted itself in a case 
concerning white voters when the Court declared that the primary 
election was an integral part of the regular election. Thereupon this 
matter was taken again to the Court, and in 1944, by an eight to one 
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decision, the Court said that Negroes could not be excluded from pri- 
maries on account of race and color. States like South Carolina, Missis- 
sippi, and Alabama have tried to evade this decision; but so far it has 
stood and Negroes have begun to vote in the primary elections of 
Southern States. 

A further method of estimating the change in race relations would 
refer to the number of Negroes holding office, especially elective offices. 
In some cases the number has not increased. There were in 1947 6 mem- 
bers of city councils throughout the United States as compared with 
10 in 1917 -- a decrease. On the other hand, there were only two Negro 
members of state legislatures in 1917 but 33 in 1947, including at least two 
senators. In the Federal Congress, there are two Negro members today as 
compared with none in 1917. Some 13 judges and magistrates of Negro 
descent are presiding over courts as compared with none in 1917 and one 
American Negro is governor of a territory. In both New York and 
Cleveland, Negroes have for years been prominent members of the 
City Civil Service Commissions. There are several internal revenue 
collectors. 

The whole matter of civil rights for Negroes has been focused and 
emphasized by the report of the President's Committee on Civil Rights 
and by the appeal of the NAACP to the United Nations. Civil rights 
cover a large variety of subjects, many of which like that of intermar- 
riage have not been brought before the courts lately. But phases cover- 
ing education and travel have come up repeatedly. 

Negroes for a long time have been decreasing in illiteracy. Nine- 
tenths of them were illiterate at the time of emancipation. We have had 
a series of figures which reduced the illiterate population to 10 per cent 
according to the census of 1940; but the experience of the draft shows that 
this report is inaccurate and that today probably a fourth of the adult 
Negro population is by any thorough standard, illiterate. 

Figures show us that in 1910, 45 per cent of Negroes from six to 25 years 
of age were in school, and in 1940 64 per cent, or in round numbers, 
1,600,000 in 1910 and 4,188,000 in 1940. Notwithstanding this, the school 
situation among Negroes is bad, especially in regard to the elementary 
public schools in the South. While much has been said and large sums 
given for Negro education, the amount and facilities furnished were at 
no time equal to the need and to the demand. If we had done for Negroes 
half as much as Russia has done for her peasants, there would be no 
Negro illiteracy today. 

On the other hand, the more fortunate class of Negroes has been 
pushing into schools during the last generation. In 1917, 475 Negroes 
received the Bachelor's degree from college courses. In 1947, 6,000 re- 
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ceived such degrees. The Negro enrollment in higher institutions, white 
and black, was perhaps 5,000 in 1910, certainly 25,000 in 1930, and 70,000 
in 1947. 

Let us remember that as late as 1900 Charles Dudley Warner, speaking 
undoubtedly for the most cultivated section of the American people, 
gravely declared: 

On almost all the southern plantations, the Negro was taught to work, 
to be an agriculturist, a mechanic, a material producer of something 
useful. He was taught this fundamental thing. Our higher education 
applied to him in his present development operates in exactly the 
opposite direction. This is a serious assertion. Its truth or falsehood 
cannot be established by statistics; but it is an opinion gradually 
formed by experience and the observation of men competent to 
judge, who have studied the problem close at hand. 

Mr. Warner strongly commended the leadership of Booker Washington. 
This illustrates the sort of public opinion we were confronting when 
at the opening of the century we fought for higher education for Negroes. 

Discrimination in education has been several times attacked in the 
courts but lately the first success came in the matter of discrimniation 
in teachers' salaries. It was long notorious that teachers with the same 
training worked under a different salary scale because of race. Indeed, 
the training of southern Negro teachers was in many cases better than 
that of the white teachers-because, excluded from graduate work 
in southern universities, they attended and graduated in many cases 
from the best northern institutions. By 1947, 32 cases concerning educa- 
tional inequalities had been brought to court; 23 were won, 17 by dissent, 
and six by court decision. Four cases were lost, one dropped, and four 
were pending. 

Next, the fight was made on the universities. The custom of establish- 
ing state universities for whites, with either no facilities or poor ones 
for Negroes was general in the South. Four states gave Negroes scholar- 
ships to study outside the state. The Murray case was brought and won 
against the University of Maryland in 1935. A Negro thereupon entered 
the Law School of the University of Maryland and was graduated. Others 
have entered since. 

In the celebrated Gaines case, the Supreme Court held in 1938 that the 
State of Missouri could not bar a person from the University of Missouri 
on grounds of color or race, but must provide equal educational facilities 
within the boundaries of the state. This decision was strengthened in an 
Oklahoma case in 1948. Most southern states are now trying to establish 
graduate study in Negro state colleges. Eight have done nothing yet 
to comply with the mandate of the Court. The South has, however, tried 
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to get Congress to establish the right of states to organize regional gradu- 
ate schools for Negroes. The question of race discrimination by Federal 
law in such schools has arisen and no step has yet been taken. 

In the Sweatt case, a Texas Negro sued to enter the Law School of 
the University of Texas. The state set up a separate Negro law school 
but Negroes then went to court and declared that separating by race 
in schools was in itself an evidence of inequality. The case is still pend- 
ing. All leading universities of the north now admit Negroes, Vassar and 
Princeton being among the last to yield. 

College-bred Negroes show increasing instances of unusual ability. 
There is no Negro institution that has a chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa 
honorary fraternity, and recognition of Negro ability is not always cer- 
tain in white institutions. Yet we find that between 1910 and 1917, 15 
Negro students were elected to Phi Beta Kappa, while between 1937 and 
1947, 40 were so elected. Between 1910 and 1917, 6 Negroes received the 
Degree of Doctor Philosophy while between 1937 and 1947, 279 received 
such degrees. And in addition to that there were 35 other Negroes 
awarded doctorates in education, science, and law. 

The health of Negroes has been so neglected because of low income, 
living in slums, and lack of physicians and hospitals that a theory of 
natural and inborn racial health inferiority has been widespread and 
only in the last decade successfully questioned. 

Today this Negro population has better health than it had a generation 
ago, although naturally it still lags behind the white. Between 1920 and 
1947 the life expectancy of Negro males increased from 40.5 years to 57.5 
years. The crude birth rate in the United States for 1945 was 23.3 per 
thousand for Negroes and 19.2 for whites. The corresponding death rates 
were 12.0 and 10.0 per thousand. 

It is still a wide-spread custom to refuse Negroes hospitalization even 
in serious cases. Some ten years ago, one of the most prominent Negro 
social workers was allowed to die in a little Georgia town because she 
was refused admission to the white hospital. Other cases nearly as bad 
as this continue to take place. There are not nearly enough physicians 
and dentists to care for the colored population, even if their work were 
confined to this group. Medical schools discriminate against the admis- 
sion of Negroes and medical societies still hinder their work. Still, the 
American College of Surgeons has granted them admission. 

The economic situation of Negroes is of fundamental importance, and 
while the data are not easy to collect, nevertheless significant changes are 
clear. If we confine ourselves to 1920 and 1940, during these 20 years 
there was a vast shift from the tenant farms of the South, making a pro- 
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portional increase in domestic and personal service, a small decrease in 
manufacturing and transportation, and a very considerable increase in 
trade and professional services. 

During these 20 years the number of ministers has greatly decreased, 
but with the result of weeding out the casual and untrained and replac- 
ing them with men with larger professional training. The physicians 
and surgeons have increased a little; the dentists proportionally more 
than the physicians. The number of nurses has doubled. The lawyers 
have increased considerably and the teachers have greatly increased. 

If comparison could be made between 1917 and 1947, the change would 
be even more startling and significant, showing that the American Negro 
is escaping from the slavery of southern agriculture and getting into 
trade and professional service. 

The economic status of Negroes has improved because of the migration 
from South to North during the World Wars. Some jobs thus gained 
were lost after the war, but in many cases the Negroes retained their 
jobs. President Roosevelt's FEPC had wide effect and there is strong 
demand for its enactment into Federal law. In five states, laws for- 
bidding discrimination in employment have been passed and fairly 
well enforced. At any rate, the fundamental question of the right of 
Negroes to work and to receive decent wages has been forced upon the 
attention of the nation. 

The result of this mass up-grading and migration to cities is felt in 
the demand for housing. For many years the Negroes have been segre- 
gated by custom in the oldest part of cities, in ghettos where the accom- 
modations were the worst. These areas were neglected by the city 
government and became centers of crime and anti-social activities. Most 
of the structures in these slums were owned by white landlords, the 
rents were high, and repairs were seldom made. 

In the South, race segregation was not a matter of law but of custom, 
and varied from complete separation in living quarters to large mingling 
of races in certain cities and sections but with certain class distinctions. 
When the Negro came North and when those in the North tried to move 
out of the alleys onto the main streets and were able to pay for property, 
mob violence often ensued and a series of segregation ordinances and 
state laws was passed. These were taken to court and declared uncon- 
stitutional in 1917, 1927 and 1930. They were followed during the last 
25 years by a series of covenants, skillfully and carefully drawn, and in 
1926 the Supreme Court of the United States dismissed a covenant 
forbidding sale of property on appeal from a court order enforcing a 
covenant forbidding sale of property to Negroes of the state. 
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The covenants began to increase in number until it was estimated in 
1947 that five square miles of St. Louis and 10 square miles of Chicago 
were restricted to settlement by white people. When the second World 
War brought numbers of colored people to Los Angeles, in that city alone 
from 1943 to 1947 more than 20 covenants affecting 100 Negro families 
were added. The courts continued for the most part to declare that the 
covenants were legal and enforceable. The break came in 1945, when the 
Superior Court of Los Angeles dismissed suits against some 30 property 
owners, Negro and Japanese, in a covenanted area. 

The Supreme Court of the United States decided against Negro com- 
plaints in 1944 and refused to review a decision of a lower court in 1945. 
Nevertheless, in 1948 came the epoch-making and clear-cut decision out- 
lawing the enforcement of such contracts by state or Federal law. It 
must be remembered that, in order to consider this case, one third of 
the court had to declare itself ineligible to sit on the trial, presumably 
because these three men themselves lived in covenanted areas. There 
is probably no other civilized country where such national hypocrisy 
could be so clearly confessed. 

Probably no phase of discrimination has irked the American Negro 
more than the so-called "Jim Crow" cars for travel, because of its pub- 
licly insulting character. These have been attacked recently in the 
matter of interstate travel and dining car service. The Supreme Court 
has decided that railroads must provide accommodations for Negroes 
equal to those for whites and in several cases damages have been paid 
to colored people for being refused service in diners or on Pullman 
trains. In one case, it was decided that segregation in interstate travel 
according to state law was permissible, but in 1946 the United States 
Supreme Court decided that the Virginia law segregating passengers in 
buses in interstate travel was unconstitutional. In 1941, the Supreme 
Court decided in the case of Congressman Mitchell that railroads must 

provide accommodations for Negroes equal to those provided for whites. 
The question of the admission of Negroes to theaters has long been 

agitated; in the case of movies in most northern states, discrimination 
has been broken down so that they enter freely; theaters are more 

generally open. But this is not true in the capital city of Washington, 
nor in the Southern states. The Daughters of the American Revolution 
made themselves notorious by refusing the rental of their hall in Wash- 

ington to Negro artists. The Baltimore Public Library tried to refuse 
to train colored librarians but lost their case before the Supreme Court. 

Wide effort has long been made to separate Negroes from whites, so 
that they would have no real knowledge and understanding of each 
other, and be prevented from that natural human intercourse that 
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makes for friendship and common striving. Most white Americans have 
no Negro friends and no ordinary opportunity of making them. For 
years, social contact was restricted to service and employment where it 
was often close and human. In recent years there has been increase in 
normal social intermingling between Negroes and whites, and today it 
is much more common to meet Negroes in social gatherings, at dinners, 
and celebrations than it used to be. There is some increase in intermar- 
riage but no change in the intermarriage laws, which are clearly uncon- 
stitutional and certainly silly. 

In religion, the advance, while important, has not been great. The 
churches still form the most segregated part of our social organization 
The efforts of the Methodists to bring all Methodism together has been 
so far as the Negroes are concerned, only partly successful. There were 
three Negro Catholic priests in the United States in 1917; now there are 
22. In 1917, in was difficult for a Negro to enter a Catholic theological 
seminary in the United States or any of the colleges or parochial schools 
except a few segregated schools. This has changed, and lately many 
seminaries, colleges and parochial schools have opened their doors. There 
are more Negro Catholics, but Negro membership in white Protestant 
churches has not greatly increased. Protestant seminaries have seldom 
barred Negro students. There are several interracial churches. 

In science there is a larger willingness to consider the scientific 
achievements of Negroes as has been instanced in the universal acclaim 
of George Washington Carver and the election of E. Franklin Frazier as 
President of the American Sociological Society. And what is more funda- 
mental, the admission to a larger extent of Negroes to fellowships as 
laboratory assistants and teaching positions in several universities and 
many northern public schools. The freedom of Negroes in fields of art 
and literature has grown decidedly and now depends upon opportunity 
and ability more largely than ever before. 

In the field of sports, which must loom large because of public liking 
for such recreation, there has been some letting down of bars, especially 
in track competition and in baseball. A small beginning has been made 
in tennis. But the bars still are high in golf, bowling, and as jockeys in 
horse racing. 

In many national organizations there has been notable cooperation 
between white and colored groups and a strong tendency of general 
organizations to pay attention to the Negro part of our community. It 
is striking to see today colored Boy and Girl Scouts, photographed along 
with their fellows, and to have appeals for summer outings for children 
emphasize and include colored children. This was not the case 30 years 
ago. 
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In the larger efforts of social uplift, throughout the North, the color 
line has been pretty successfully attacked. In the South, this, of course, 
is not so, although even here there is certainly greater awareness of the 
necessity for some action. It is indicative of the new attitude that a great 
many national organizations refuse to meet in parts of the country where 
hotel and other accommodations cannot be furnished to their Negro 
members. We have a right then to acclaim substantial advance in race 
relations in the years between the founding of the Rosenwald Fund in 
1917 and today -30 long years of internal and world strife. 

First of all and fundamental, an improvement in general attitude and 
hopefulness. Science and the general public have attacked the concept 
of ineradicable race differences with devastating success. A great many 
of the old cliches have either disappeared or are less emphasized. The 
eternal and ineradicable differences between races are no longer men- 
tioned, or at least not as often. The changing of human nature in the 
matter of prejudices does not seem today as impossible as it once did. 
We no longer maintain that laws do not help in social evolution or that 
the amalgamation of races in the United States and elsewhere is im- 
possible. 

All this gives us hope and courage. Yet we know quite well that the 
race problem in the United States is not settled and it is perhaps too 
much to say that it is even well on the way to settlement. 

The American Negro still forms the most poverty-stricken part of 
our nation. He is still subjected to caste restrictions and discriminations 
to an extent untrue in the case of any other group of Americans. 

But that is not the most serious aspect of our present condition. This 
aspect is that the American Negro is part of a world situation. Negroes 
are in a quasi-colonial status. They belong to the lower classes of the 
world. These classes are, have been, and are going to be for a long time 
exploited by the more powerful groups and nations in the world for 
the benefit of those groups. The real problem before the United States 
is whether we are really beginning to reason about this world-wide 
feeling of class dominance with its resultant wars: wars for rivalry 
for the sharing of the spoils of exploitation, and wars against exploita- 
tion. The result of world-wide class strife has been to lead modern 
civilization in America and Western Europe toward a leveling of culture 
pattern -toward conformity to certain standards which became pre- 
dominant in the 19th century. We have refused continually to admit 
the right of difference. The type of education, the standards and ideals 
in literature and art, the methods of government must be brought very 
largely to one single white European standard. 

If this is going to continue to be the attitude of the modern world, 
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then we face a serious difficulty in so-called race problems. They will 
become less and less matters of race, so far as we regard race as biological 
difference. But what is even more important, they will even become less 
and less matters of conflicting cultures. The populations of the world 
will tend to solve all of their problems of living according to one standard 
and, if that standard is wrong or inadequate, it means the dissolution of 
modern civilization or its revolutionary change. This, of course, is 
exactly what we are facing today. 

The cultural standards of Western Europe dominate the world. The 
race and cultural problems are the ways in which group methods of 
solving human problems come in conflict with this predominant Euro- 
pean method and the question before us is: Are we going to allow devia- 
tion from the one assumed standard, or, if we cannot help permitting it, 
what kind of problems of conflict in culture corresponding to those in 
race do we face tomorrow? 

In other words, can we have in this world groups who in divergent 
and different ways are facing the problems of life? And the question 
as to whether we can or not is, of course, a question of cultural democra- 
cy. We have been talking about political democracy, and we have meant 
by that the possibility of governing by allowing all elements in the 
community to express their ideas and seek their realization. Insofar as 
the idea which is adopted is by the sympathy and tolerance of the com- 
munity allowed to hold sway until public opinion wishes it changed, in 
just so far is political democracy successful. Democracy, therefore, in 
politics means tolerance and sacrifice even more than it means power. 

But the whole political life is dependent upon the cultural standards 
round about. So long as these cultural standards are in agreement with 
practically little opposition we can have the kind of democracy prevalent 
in England in the 19th century among the middle class Britishers. But 
when we get beyond that and when we get ideas of life and action which 
are widely divergent, then the tolerance must also be broader and the 
intelligence which carries on the community must be greater. That, I 
take it, is the problem which faces the world today. There is a determi- 
nation in America and Great Britain, shared to a less extent by Western 
Europe, that only one type of cultural organization can be allowed be- 
cause it is the only true and successful type. 

There is, on the other hand, on the part of the overwhelming majority 
of people in the world, a feeling that the Anglo-Saxon type of cultural 
organization has failed and that new cultural patterns should be tried, 
and that for the trial of these new cultural patterns there is demand for 
cultural democracy and intercultural tolerance. That without this, civil- 
ization in its present form is doomed. 
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On the other hand, what we can look forward to, and what the racial 
strife in the United States ought to teach us to look forward to is that 
it is possible to have in this world a variety of cultural patterns; that 
men can live and work together in tolerance and mutual appreciation; 
that by vast and spiritual natural selection out of those different cultures 
may arise in the future a more and more unified culture, but never com- 
pletely unified, which would express and carry out the cultural possibili- 
ties of the mass of men. 

By ALEX R. SCHMIDT 

Episode in a Streetcar 

Get back, take as little room as you can, 
Up front is for your betters, they sit tight, 
And spread their arrogance as peacocks fan 
Their tails; whose fault that you were not born white? 

They turn right when you turn left, they deny 
Your nearness to them, do not hear or see 
As you, apologetic, shuffle by, 
Shut out as if a door closed suddenly. 

Unwanted by your kind who let you in, 
Contained, alone, you find your grudged spare place, 
And turn your thoughts maybe upon God's skin, 
Hoping that He like you has a black face. 

On the other hand, what we can look forward to, and what the racial 
strife in the United States ought to teach us to look forward to is that 
it is possible to have in this world a variety of cultural patterns; that 
men can live and work together in tolerance and mutual appreciation; 
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may arise in the future a more and more unified culture, but never com- 
pletely unified, which would express and carry out the cultural possibili- 
ties of the mass of men. 

By ALEX R. SCHMIDT 
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Get back, take as little room as you can, 
Up front is for your betters, they sit tight, 
And spread their arrogance as peacocks fan 
Their tails; whose fault that you were not born white? 

They turn right when you turn left, they deny 
Your nearness to them, do not hear or see 
As you, apologetic, shuffle by, 
Shut out as if a door closed suddenly. 

Unwanted by your kind who let you in, 
Contained, alone, you find your grudged spare place, 
And turn your thoughts maybe upon God's skin, 
Hoping that He like you has a black face. 
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